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CHAI*. I. 

,A.S anxious now to leave, as he had been 
to reach Switzerland, Clement fet off next 
morning, by break of day, for Chaniberry^ 
where he arrived between fix and feven that 
evening. He had ordered the poftillion to 
the fame inn he had been at before. Neither 
his countenance nor figure, once having* 
been feen, were eafily forgot ; the landlady, 
therefore, inftantly recoUefted, and fcemed 
very happy to fee him, adding— 

" Your little girl promifes to be the very 
moral of you. Sir ; and is fo grown, I am 
fure you will hardly know her again." 
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I am happy to hear it," replied Clement, 
rather furprifed, fince the child was ftill there, 
(he did not alfo mention his wife ; but cer- 
tain of gaining intelligence from Jeannette, 
added, '' Where fliall I find her ?" 

As his daughter's abode was not fixed 
when he left her at Chamberry, his queftion 
was too natural to excite wonder, and the 
hoftefs fummoned one of the maids to con- 
dudt Monjieur to Mademoifelle Jeannette^s. 

During his (hort walk, it forcibly occurred 
to him, that had his impatience allowed him 
time for ferious reflexion, it would have 
fooner ftruck him that this was the moft 
probable place either to fee or hear of the 
!3aronefs. 

Jeannette, in a tranfport of joy, flew to 
meet her mafter the moment he entered her 
room, with her young charge in her arn^s, 
exclaiming — 
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** Here is your fweet girl,'* prefenting her 
to the enraptured father ; " would you have 
known her again, Sir ? Have not I been a 
good nurfe ?'* 

Clement fondly embraced the fmiling 
lovely babe, who, though uncpnfcious of 
their affinity, feemed pleafed to fee him, and 
made him for the moment forget her mother. 

" Yoa deferve great credit, my good 
girl,-* faid he, addrefling Jeannette, " and 
I promife you that your care (hall not go un- 
rewarded ; — but when did you fee the 
Baronefs?'* 

" Never fince the day after you left us. 
Sir,'* fhe replied, evidently furprifed at the 
queftion ; " is not (he here, or coming ?" flie 
continued 

** Not that I know of, my girl ; as, like 
yourfelf, I have never feen her fince we 
parted in this town, nor can I even guefs 
whither fhe has bent her fteps." 
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" My God ! you don't fay fo, Sir. Here 
is a letter I received from my Lady more 
than two months ago ; and I have been in 
conftant expedtation of feeing Mademoifelle 
Denefir for this laft fortnight ; and was fo 
pleafed to fee you in her. ftead,'* 

Clement, fcarcely attending to what (he 
faid, impatiently opened the letter : it merely 
contained three lines, recommending the 
infant Maria to Jeannette's further care, as 
ftie (hould not be able to fee them probably 
fgr fome time ; but (lie might expedt Made- 
moifelle Denefir in the courfe of a month or 
fix weeks, from whom fhe would learn tier , 
further orders ; — the inclcfednote for a thou- 
fand livres was to defray her expences till 
that time. 

** I have not fpept,a third of the money. 
Sir," faid Jeannette, while her mafter flowly 
folded up the letter ; " and 1 have kept an 
account of every farthing I have expended. 
But have you been in Switzerland, Sir ?** 

** I came 
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** I came from thence. The Baronefs 
has difpofed of her eftates, and is gone into 
Germany, it is reported ; as for myfelf, her 
behaviour appears to me fo extraordinary, I 
fcarcely know what to believe. Here, how- 
ever, my daughter (hall remain no longer ; 
therefore are you inclined fo accompany the 
child and me to Paris ? it flidl then be at 
your own option to proceed, or not, to 
England.— I neither want the ability nor the 
will to reward either ^'our paft or future 
fervices." 

In the early part of their acquaintance, 
Jeannette had* felt a very tender fentiment 
in favour of" her elegant fellow-fervant ; but 
as (he foon difcovered the bent of his and 
the Baronefs's inclination, (he very prudently 
relinqui(hed all the hopes (lie had once ven- 
tured to form ; and, from the moment he 
became her mafter, (lie had invariably treat- 
ed him with a degree of refpeft, as flattering 
to her miftrefs, as it was demonftrative of the 
cfteem (he really felt for Davenport. — 

B 3 Made- 
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Mademoifelie Denefir had, time oat of 
mind, been her averfion, and flie had been 
extremely hurt when (he underflood (he was 
to receive the Baronefs's orders' through her 
medium ; (lie therefore joyfully acceded to 
Clement's propofal, as (he was doatingly fond 
of the child, and entertained no doubt of the 
liberality of the man (he felt very happy it 
was becpme her duty to obey. 

Davenport, who began ferioufly to fuf- 
peft his wife rather wi(hed to (hun than to 
meet him, was very undecided how to adt. 
Mademoifelie Denefir was evidently in all 
her fecrets^ and, it fhould appear, was ftill 
in Switzerland ; from her, therefore, the 
fteward, or the purchafer of the Grand-Pre 
eftates, he might learn fome particulars, 
which would enable him to form a rather 
better judgment of her intentions than he 
could do without fucb a(riftance. But then 
under whofe protection could he fend 
Jeannette and his child to Paris ? — He re- 
folved to confult his hoftefs, as he was very 

anxious 
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anxious for their immediate departure ; he 
therefore took leave of them for the prefent, 
promifing to return as foon as he had (ettled 
every thing rel^ftive to their approaching 
journey. 

As he retraced his fteps to the inn, he 
vainly endeavoured to account for the 
Baronefs's inexplicable conduct. — " Had 
{he voluntarily abandoned both hufband and 
child ?'* — This was a queftion he could not 
rcfolve. A thoufand things might have oc-^ 
curred he was not aware of, whifpered Hope ; 
when the refledtion that (he had not thought 
proper to remit him a fingle livre fince they 
parted, which had never before entered his 
head, came acrofs him. She did not fup- 
pofe him in want, he prefumed ; ftill as fhe 
had, during their flay at Florence, appeared 
particularly anxious to fupply him even with 
the means of being extravagant in his pri- 
vate expences, perhaps becaufe (he had 
found him invariably delicate in declining 
all fuch favours, he thought her late, not 

B 4 very 
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very confiftent with her former behaviour. 
If, however, flie felt alliamed of the favour 
ihe had (hewn him, ind had feized the op- 
portunity he had afforded her, to withdraw 
herfelf from his protedion, (lie had a<9:ed 
right in not fupplying him (as (he might 
fuppofe) with the means of purfuing her in 
her flight, or even difcovering her retreat. 

The appearance of the inn changed the 
unpleafant train of his thoughts, and he 
briefly informed the hoftefs of his wiflies to 
fend his daughter and her nurfe to Paris^ 
under proper proteftion, in cafe of accidents, 
as the neceflity he was under of returning 
into Switzerland prevented him from ac- 
companying them himfelf. 

The hofl:efs's brother was a (Vtrturin) 
carrier, accufliomed to travel with families 
of the firfl: difl:in6tion, flie aflTured him, and 
ted excellent carriages and horfes ; and (he 
would be anfwerable for the fafety of Made- 
jfuoifelle if flie w^s entrufl:ed to his care ; — 

fortunately 
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fortunately he had returned that very day 
from conveying^ a Mi Lord Angloh to 
Naples — (hould,(he fend for him ? — Clement 
requefted (he would : he found him fo in* 
telligent, and fo much accuftomed to tra- 
veiling, they foon came to an agreement; 
and the man retired, promifing to be at 
Mademoifelle Jeannette*s door, with an 
Englifli poft-chaife, by fcven o*clock the 
next morning. 

Davenport gave her immediate notice of 
the propofed arrangement, ^nd a letter to his 
valet, in c^fe he (hould not be returned to 
Paris when they arrived ; though he thought 
it hv more probable he (houlcj take a con- 
jfiderable advance upon them, a^ they were 
to travel with the fame horfes, and very, 
leifurely, for fear of fatiguing the infant 
Maria. 

Havbg feen them depart, after ftrongly 
recommending them to the care of their 
condudtor, he fet out upon his return ta 

B 5 ^ Geneva* 



10 ELLESMBRK. 

Geneva. Jeannette had given him direc- 
tions to all Mademoifelle Denefir's relations^ 
and to fome other people, whom (he thought 
the'moft likely to give him information of 
the Baronefs, who (he prognofticated would 
foon follow her child y more actuated by a 
wifh to raife her mafter*s fpirits, than from 
entertaining any great hopes^that (he would 
verify her prediction. Nor was Clement 
much more fanguine in his expectations ^ 
from the fteward he hoped to derive the 
mod material information ; and as he refided 
at Laufanne, thither he refolved to proceed 
without (lopping at Geneva. 

His mind, being in a ftate of agitation, 
rendered him very averfe to running the rifle 
of being recognized by any of his former 
friends in that city. He therefore ordered the 
poftillion, who drove him from Carouge, to 
proceed through Geneva to Swheron, know- 
ing he could procure horfes at the Hotel 
D' Angleterre in that beautiful village, when, 
in paflSng the Chateau Banquet, he caught 

fight 
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fight of the well-kilown travelling coach in «/ 
which Madame de Qrand-Pre firft leftiv 
and, as he fuppofed, had returned into 
Switzerland. He had not time to flop his 
poftillion before it paffed him ; but the in*T 
ftant the man pulled up, he jumped out,' 
haftily bidding him proceed to the inn, and 
ran, with a heart as light as his heels, afteif^ 
the equipage he was convinced contained the' 
Baronefs, who was doubtlefs now upon her 
road to Chamberry. What, therefore, was^ 
his difappointment, having flopped the carr 
riage, and haflily flung open the door, to 
perceive only Mademoifelle Denefir and a 
gentleman he had never feen ^fore ! 

Their mutual aflonifliment kept all 
parties filent for a few feconds. — Clement, 
firfl recovering himfelf, enquired, in a tone 
of haughty impatience, where the lady had 
left the Baronefs ?^— Her colour varied every 
fucceeding moment, and her confufion was 
fo evident,. he was going to repeat his quef- 

B 6 tiori 
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tiph itt a much more peremptory manner, 
lyhen (he exclaimed-— 



, ** How could you alarm me fo, Daven- 
port ? — I proteft T took you for a robber — 
you h^ve frightened me to death !'* 

" It-was not my intention either to con- 
fufe or alarm you. Ma'am,'* was the reply. 
*^ So near Geneva, and at fo early an hour^ 
I fliould hardly conceive it poffibl^ you could 
fuppofe I had any evil intentions ;^-all I re- 
queft to know is, where I may meet the 
Baronefs ?— I prefume you are going to 
Chamberry ?^' 

f^ Yes-— No, I mean; what ftiould take 
me there? You have ftartled me fo, I don't 
know what I am faying. The Baronets I 
think you afked for ? — (he is gone into Ger- 
many, and has ere this, I (hould imagine^ 
reached the Royal Ghapter-houfe at Prague, 
where, I underftood, fhe meant to refide till 
flie married.'* 

." Till (he marries!" repeated the afto- 
nifhed Clement, ** pray what am I to un- 
6 dejftan^ 
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derftand from fo ftrange an anfwer to fo 
fimple an enquiry, Madenioifelle ? May I 
requeft yoti would not trifle with me fo ab- 
furdly?" 

" Tiifle'with you fo abfurdly !■ — You 
forget yourfelf ftrangeiy , young man ; indeed 
I hardly know why I fatisfied ypur curiofity 
at all, as I can't conceive what bufinefs you 
can have with my friend. This is the 
Baronefs's Englifti courier you have heard 
both her and me mention, Mr. Dubois," 
turning to, her companion, "who married 
her Swifs attendant.'* 

Clement's firft aftonifhment now gave way 
to indignation, and haftily turnings towards 
the gdtitleman — 

*^ If I miftake not. Sir, you are the pur- 
chafer of the Caftle of Grand-Pre ; as the 
Baronefs's hufband, I have therefore a right 
to requefl: you would give me all the itiform- 
ation in your power refpefting that Lady.'* 

y 

t 

« The 
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" The fellow is mad !'* fcneamed Made-^ 
moifelle Denefir, or rather Madame Dubois^ 
for fuch flie now was. " Pray, my dear, 
order the coachman to drive on ; — do not 
let us be detained any longer/* 

** Upon my word, young man,'* rejoined 
Mr. Dubois, " like my wife, I muft fuppofe 
you infane; you beft know upon what' 
grounds you found your ftrange affertions ; 
for my own part, I can never be led to believe 
a woman of fuch rank and fortune can have 
made fo difgraceful a choice, and I think 
you ought to be punilhed for daring to utter 
fo grofs a falthood." 

Clement, who difcerned triumphant mar 
lice in every trait of Madame Dubois's coun- 
tenance, was now convinced it was the 
Baronefs*s intention to deny their marriage ; 
and he eafily gueffed by whofe advice (he had 
adopted fo generous a notion. Dubois, he 
conceived, might be their dupe; ifnot,hewas 
their tool, and either way beneath his notice. 
After a few moments* paufe, he congratu- 
lated 
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lated Madame Dubois upon the fertility of 
her brain, and her well-imagined plan, with 
an air of irony, as aflonifliing as it was grat^ 
ing to her feelings ^ adding — 

*' There only needed my being as poor, 
and as much dependant upon your friend's 
bounty, as you have hitherto fuppofed me, 
to have<enfured your fuccefs. This does 
not happen to be the cafe ; and, as a proof 
of what I advance, permit' me to inform you 
I have removed my daughter and Jeannette 
from Chamberry, where I am convinced 
(indeed you acknowledged as much) you 
were going, when I fo unpleafantly obtruded 
myfelf upon your notice.** 

This unexpefted intelligence feemed^ to 
petrify the perfon to whom it was addrefled, 
who was foflie time before (he could aflure 
him (he was not at all interefted in what he 
chofe to do with the daughter he men- 
tioned. 

«Iam 
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*' I api very foriy to find myfelf obliged 
to contradidt a lady," interrupted Clement, 
*' but your countenance gives me great room 
to fuppofe you have experienced a far more 
fevere difappointment than you have kindly 
been endeavouring to inflid ; for had I been 
fooner acquainted with your friend's inten- 
tions, I would have fpared both her and you 
the trouble of having recourfe to fo many 
petty artifices to delude me ; only remem- 
ber, if ever I fliould think it worth my 
while, I (hall be able to prove my right to 
the Baronefs*s fortune ;— and, (hould I for- 
bear to make ufe of my power, (he may place 
my lenity to the contempt, which increafes 
evef y mon^nt, for her and her confidential 
friend." 

Madame Dubois certainly had met with 
a very fevere difappointment, and Ihe vainly 
endeavoured to conceal her fears and her 
chagrin, while (he called out — 
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« Oh ! pray prove what you have ad- 
vanced, Mr. Clement. Jeannette will, no 
doubt, prove a (launch auxiliaty ; — but 
remember, in your turn, the Baronefs de 
Grand-Pre has friends who will fupport her 
charafter and her in'tcrefts, and whofe words 
will be takcp before that of two impertinent 
fervants (he has very properly difrriifled.*' 

** Yes, young fellow," refumed the huf* 
band, " you muft bring rather ftronger 
proofs than your's or the Swifs maid's afler- 
tions, to eftabliOi what^you have had the 
affurance to advance. But let me defire 
you would now fuffer us to proceed on our 
journey." 

" You have my free permiflion. Sir,'* 
replied Clemently in a haughty tone^ retreat- 
ing from the carriage. ** I rather think I 
fliould be doing the Baronefs an effential fer- 
vice were 1 to force her to do me and herfelf 
juftice; I therefore think I cannot inv^erit'a 
more adequate puniftiment for her duplicity 
than to leave her at the mercy of iuch difin^ 
terejied friends*, and fuch zealous prgtedors 

of 
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of her unfullied reputation ;"— turning h^ 
back upon the mortified couple^ and re* 
tracing his fleps towards Swheron ; hardly be« 
lieving the Baronefs could be capable of fucb 
abominable duplicity, yet firmly refolved not 
to take any farther trouble to difcover a 
woman be began moll cordially to defpi(e. 



CHAP. IL 



An confequence of this refolution, though 
in a ftate of mind which baffle3 all defcrip- 
tion, Davenport fet out for Paris, convinced 
the Baronefs meant to deny flie had ever ac- 
companied him to the altar. He knew he 
had it in his power to force her to acknow- 
ledge their marriage; but fuch an aftioa 
muft appear the refult of interefted motives, 

even 



even were he to take fuch a ftep merely to 
punifh the Dubois's. — No, he determined to 
leave her a prey to the reproaches of her own 
confcience. He had it in his power to pro- 
vide very amply for his daughter ; and the 
uncontinued pojQTeflion of her whole fortune 
would not now afford him the flighteft fatis- 
facflion, ' 

Her being gone to Prague was all a farce ; 
and he had merely been told fo, in hopes of 
inducing him to fet out upon fuch a wild- 
goofe chace, from which, no doubt, her 
confidential friends, as well as herfelf, hoped 
he would never return. They would be dif- 
appointed in this, as well as in fome other of 
their expeftations, as he was determined to' 
depart for England as foon as his daughter 
arrived ; where he would endeavour to forget 
he had ever formed any connexion with the 
unprincipled mother. Such were his reflec- 
tions during his journey. 



His 
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His valet, who had impatiently expedte 
his return, needed no great (hare of pene 
tration to difcover fome very ferious difap- 
poiQtment had banilhed all thofe pleafing 
hopes his ma^er evidently entertained till 
within a fortnight before he left Paris. 

Fatigued and fpiritlefs, the unhappy tra- 
veller in vain courted the approach of fleep 
— his wounded pride had enabled him to 
leave his truly unexpefted difappointment 
before the perionin whoni hejuftly fuppofed 
it particularly originated ; but he now funk 
under the mortifying refledion, that the 
obfcurity of his birth had afforded his wife 
an opportunity of taking fo bafe an advan- 
tage ^of his credulity, and of, perhaps, (hel- 
tering hqrfelf from his claims in the arms of 
fome more fortunate rival. 

Whenever this notion occurred to him, 
and it was generally uppermoft in his 
thoughts, he refolved to proclaim his mar- 
riage, and thus make her as miferable as (he 

had 
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had fucceeded in making him ; and thought 
,the two days that intervened between his 
own and Jcannette's arrival, more tedious 
than thofe he had pafled in his former ftate 
of fufpenfe ; as he was at times very anxious 
to confult fome able Britifh Civilians, and 
at others refumed his firft intentions of 
leaving the Baronefs at full liberty to difpofe 
of herfelf and fortune as (he thought pro- 
per. 

The young Maria had borne her journey 
exceedingly well, and beguiled her fond 
father of fome bitter tears he would fain 
have concealed from Jeannette, who with 
difficulty reftrained her own; wondering 
how any woman could voluntarily have 
abandoned fuch a man, and fo engaging a 
child. 

When fufficiently recovered froqpi his re- 
cent emotion to enter upon the fubjedt, 
Clement, after a moment's hefitation, thus 
began— 

« I pur- 
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*^ I purpofe fetting out for England, my 
good Jeannette, to* morrow, or the next day 
at furtheft, and (hall feel myfelf particularly 
obliged to you, if you will accompany this 
child thither. But remember, I do not 
wifli to delude you with falle hopes ; I have 
no longer any expeftation of feeing Madame 
de Grand-Pre there or any where elie ; nor 
do I, as your own good fenfe muft lead you 
to fuppofe, wi(h my houfhold to know how 
that Lady and myfelf became acquainted. 
You muft now decide for yourfelf — take to- 
night to confider of my propofal ; if—'* 

" If you will but permit me. Sir," inter- 
rupted the fobbing girl, " I will never leave 
this dear child as long as my fervices are 
agreeable to her and you. — You may depend 
upon my difcretion, and that I (hall always 
ftridtly adhere to your wiflies in every re- 
lpe6t." — She now curtfied, and withdrew 
with her little charge, 

Davenport felt pleafed he had fecured her 

attendance, and gave his roan fome neceflary 

4 ^ orders 
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orders refpefting his approaching departure ; 
but his conftitution had received fo great a 
/hock from his late fatiguing exertions, and 
continued anxiety of mind, that he was un- 
able to leave his bed on the morning after 
his daughter's arrival ^t Paris ; and before 
evening was pronounced, by a confultation 
of Phyficians whom his valet had affembled, 
to be in imminent danger. 

Jeannette was infinitely more alarmed 
than her fellow-fervant (though the man 
would have been very forry to loie fo good a 
matter) ; but, independent of the ferious re- 
gard (he felt for Davenport, (he could not 
help revolving in her mind the probable con- 
(equences of his death in a foreign country, 
at a diftance from all thofe friends to whom 
he might wifti to recommend his daughter ; 
and fhould he die without a will, unfupport- 
cd as her claims muft be, this unfortunate 
infant, though born the legal heirefs to both 
her father's and mother's fortune, might very 
poflibly become a precarious dependant upon 
the bounty of ftrangers. 

The 
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The fame refleftions occurred to Daven- 
port with ftill greater force 5 and he never 
more poignantly regretted the lofs of his 
late worthy tutor, nor more fcvcrely repented 
not having made him his confident ; they 
had, howeter, the falutary efFeft of making 
him wifli to recover, and rendering him 
paflively obedient to the orders of his me- 
dical afliftance. Jeannette wa^ ever punc- 
tual to enforce them, which, added to the na- 
tural excellence of his conftitutioh, enabled 
the difciples of Efculapius to pronounce him 
to be in a fair way of recovery at the expira- 
tion of a fortnight ; his convalefcence was, 
notwithftanding, long and doubtful. The 
painful refledtion that he had now no friend 
felicitous for his future welfare, nor to whole 
care he could, with perfedt fatisfa<^ion, con* 
fign his infant daughter, increafed the de- 
jeftion which continued to prey upon his 
mind ; and for her fake alone he wiflied to 
live, as all his profpeds of happinefs feemed 
clofed for ever. An unfortunate planet, he 
conceived, had prefided over his birth ; yet 
6 - when 
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when he reflefted upon the almofl: miracu- 
lous manner in which he had been preferved 
in his^ infancy, and upon the virtues of*liis 
late bcnefaftrefs — the manner in which ftie 
had brought him up, the education flip had 
given him, fo fuperior to his apparent rank 
in fociety, and the large fortune (he had be- 
queathed him — he conlidered it almofl im- 
pious to murmur againfl thofe decrees which 
had doomed him to furvive his recent dif- 
appointment ; and which he could not help 
acknowledging might, in fome refpeds, be 
attributed to his ©wn romantic notions. — 
Had he openly afpired to the Baronefs's 
hand, and fucceeded in his attempt, no art- 
ful confidant could have undermined their 
conjugal felicity^ 

His own duplicity, refpefting his circum- 
ftances, had laid the foundation for this fe- 
paration, which had nearly brought him to 
the brink of the grave. Though he would 
very fain have perfuaded himfelf he defpifed 
the Baronefs too much to make him regret 

VOL, II. c the 
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the ftep he had taken, yet he Had loved too 
fervently to admit cf this felf- deception, and 
at times he could not help chcriChlng the 
delufive hope, that (he would yet be able to 
convince him of her innocence ; and then 
indulged in the rapturous anticipation of 
fuch a meeting, till he awoke from his 
reverie more miicrable than ever, and vainly 
endeavoured to forget he had ever been a 
hulband. 

Jeannctte, convinced that the fight of 
liis daughter, l)y continually reminding him 
of her motlicr, rather retarded v than accele- 
rated his recovery, frequently framed excufes 
to keep her from him, during the month he 
was co: J fined to his room ; at the expiration 
of which, he grew more impatient than ever 
to revifit England. 

« 

His phyficians requefted him to take fliort 
airings in a carriage, before he ventured to un* 
dertake fuch a journey j and, as he was fully 
fcnfible he was not yet equal to the neceflary 

fatigue 
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fatigiie of travelling, even- in the moft eafy 
manner,. he complied with their wiflies. 

Jeannette and his daughter always accom- 
panied him ; but, as his ftrength returned, 
he preferred indulging his increafing melan- 
choly, by ftrolling alone amidft the fhadieft 
paths of the Bois de Boulogne, to driving 
about with the nurfe and child ; he there- 
fore, when, able to enjoy the exercife, gene- 
rally alighted at one entrance into that 
fa/hionable promenade, and met the car- 
riage again at another. -^ 

During the fecond week of his emanci- 
pation from a fic;k room, having* alighted as 
ufual at the Porte Mayo, among a crowd of 
laquais, in waiting with numerous equi- 
pages, he recognized his former companion 
Parifian. His firft idea was to fhun him ; 
but, upon fecond thoughts, he chofe, as 
foon as his carriage was out of hearing, to 
addrels him. 

c 2 The 
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The chattering fellow -^expreffed his un- 
feigned pleafure at this unexpedbed meeting. 
Fancying himfelfmafter of a very important 
fecret, he took Clement on one fide to en- 
quire where he had left the Baronefs; 
adding — 

" You both thought I was blind ; I be- 
lieve, though parbleu^ any fool might have 
feen the terms you were upon. Has ftie 
made your fortune ?" 

" No, upon my honour," was the reply ; 
" nay, I wtis even in hopes you could have 
given me the lateft news of her." 

*' That won't do, Mafter Clement; — I 
know what is what as well as another, and 
that it is your fault if you are not at this 
moment Baron de Gran,d-Pre. But you do 
not look well ; — fure you hav6 not let the 
fruit, when it was ready to drop into your 
mouth, flip through your fingers ?'* 

" You deal in metaphors beyond my 
comprehenfion," he anfwered ; " but, to 
fpeak in plain terms, I do not know where 

the 
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the lady we both ferved, now is ; — nay, I 
would even give a trifle to be fatisfied in this 
refped." 

** Why you look fo ferious, I am half 
tempted to believe you. What^ I fuppofe^ 
feme greater man robbed you of the prize ; — 
faith, 1 no longer wonder at your pallid 
cheeks." 

Exceffively provoked, Clement was in- 
duced to break off the converfation ; but 
curiofity prompted him , to enquire if the 
laquais had ever feen the lady in queftion 
fince fhe had left Paris, as he rather 
thought (he had made fome ftay in that gay 
metropolis very lately ; and he knew of no 
perfon fo likely to fatisfy him in that refpeft. 

*' I believe not ; but I do not think (he 
has ever been in JParis fince (he difmiffed 
me, or (lie mufl have led the life of a hermit 
to have elbaped my notice ; — but come along 
— I will treat you at she Swifs's — 1 am in a 
very good birth." 

03 " You 
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for the ]aft threes-months ; — a (mall bribe pro- 
cured him this indulgence, but he neithei: 
found a nafne, nor any hand-writing he was 
ac<iuainted with ; therefore, for the ninety- 
ninth time, he determined to banifh from 
his mind this unprincipled woman. 

They proceeded to Fairfield immediately 
on their landing^ Jeannette was delighted 
with . the filuation of the houfe, and the 
apartment allotted her young lady, and 
could not help thinking the Baronefs had 
been as much her own, as her mafter*s 
enemy, though fhe could not even devife- 
what had occafioncdfo abfolute a feparation 
between them : feme mifunderftanding, (lie 
})rerumed, had occurred, and flie had no 
doubt but Mademoifelle Denefir, whcfe 
i7iDrriage fhe was -unacquainted with, liad 
v/idcaed the breach. That her mafter n:ill 
loved the Baronefs, his late illnefs and con- 
tinued dejeftion were but too melancholy 
proofs ; dnd was it in nature, fhe thought, 
that any woman could ceafe to lo ve fuch a 

man ? 
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" At.BeawiUiers, in 'the Palais Royal," 
replied Clement ; " I ihall depend upon 
your punfluality." 

<« You Qiall fee me there, if I am alive. 
But here comes my prefent miftrefs; fo 
adieu, my good friend !'* 

And away he hurried; while Clement, 
condemning as idle the curiofity he had dil- 
played, blamed himfelf for having given way 
to it ; yet, if the propofed enquiries fhoulcl 
lead to any difcovery, though there was not 
much chance of her having lately vifited 
Paris, he ftiould feel tnore fatisfied, let what 
would be the refult of fuch a circumftance. 

As his carriage had proceeded very llowly, 
he^oon overtook it, and was too much agi- 
tated, by the alternate hopes and more rea- 
fonable fears of a difappointment which he 
entertained, to continue his walk ; and felt 
pleafed wheil he reached home, and could 
reflect, without being interrupted, upon tl:^ 
probable refult of the commiffion. he had 

c 4 given 
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given Parifian, ancj how he ought to aft, 
admitting he did gain any intelligence. 

Punctual as he was to his appointment, 
he found the laquais had preceded him, who 
pfFered to flake his life againft a fix livre 
piece that Madame de Grand-Pre had never 
been in Paris fince (he left the Hotel de 
Prince Edward. 

Clement was prepared for this report ; as 
the more he had refleded upon the matter, 
the lefs likely he thought her having vifited 
a town, where (lie might accidentally have 
met the man fhe wiftied to (hun. There- 
fore pleading another engagement, to get rid 
of his curious companion, who . was very 
anxious to know why he had left the Ba- 
ronefs, whether he was ftill in fervice, &c. 
another Louis put a momentary flop to his 
volubility, and Clement feized the op-^ 
poTtunity to efcape, refolved to make 
no further enquiries ; convinced now, ex* 
cept he proceeded to thofe extremities 

which 
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which muft expofe them both to general 
animadverfion, they would be as fruitlefs as 
thofe which Parifian, through intereft, had 
fo wiUingly undeftaken. 



CHAP, III. 



A. HE enfuing week, Clement left Paris, 
and, by eafy ftages, reached Calais without 
^ny accident, or feeling any inconvenience 
from his journey. 

When he was called upon to fign his name 
in the Police Book, before he quitted the 
kingdom, notwithftauding he had perfuaded 
himfelf he no longer indulged any curiofity 
refpefting his wife, he could not help ex- 
amining all the names that had been entered 
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for the ]aft threes-months ; — a (mall bribe pro- 
cured him this indulgence, but he neither 
found a nafne, nor any hand-writing he was 
ac<iuainted with ; therefore, for the ninety- 
ninth time, he determined to banifh froni 
his mind this unprincipled woman. 

They proceeded to Fairfield immediately 
on their landings Jeannette was delighted 
v/ith , the fituation of the houfe, and the 
apartment allotted her young lady, and 
could not help thinking the Baronefs had 
been as much her own, as her mafter*s 
enemy, though fhe could not even devife- 
what iiad occafioned fo abfolute a feparation 
between them : feme mifunderftanding, (lie 
jMefumed, had occurred, and flie had no 
doubt but Mademoifelle Denefir, whcfe 
i7iarriage fhe was -unacquainted with, had 
v/idcned the breach. That her mafter fiiil 
loved the Baronefs, his late illncfs and con- 
tinued dejeftion were but too melancholy 
proofs ; etnd was it in natures, fhe thought, 
that any woman could ceafe to love fuch a 

man ? 
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man ? This was a myftery ftie could not 
fathom^ and fincerely wiQied (he durft have 
afked a few queftions, which might have 
tended to its elucidation ; but as Clement 
feduloully avoided the fubjedt, (he never 
found a convenient opportunity. 

He had wrote to William, as foon as he 
was able to hold a pen, to prepare him for 
his arrival, and to revoke fomeof his former 
orders ; becaufc Mrs. Davenport would not, 
as he had once expefted, accompany him 
to England, The old man was very much 
hurt to perceive the vifible alteration which 
bad taken place in his countenance and man- 
ner during his abfence, though Clement 
exerted himfelfto^ appear in fpirits ; but the 
effort, as is generally the cafe, proved unfuc- 
cefsful. 

That part of his httle houfehold, who 
were unacquainted with his marriage, were 
very much furprifed by the appearance of 
the infantine traveller, whofe features and 

c 6 name 
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name proclaimed her their mafter's daughter ; 
and very anxioufly enquired of his valet for 
the mother. He referred them to Mr. Da- 
venport, alledging, with infinite truth, he 
was not in his fecrets. Jeannette could not 
yet make' herfelf underftood in Englifti — it 
was therefore ufelefs to apply to her ; — and 
William, when appealed to concerning /the 
matter, ferioufly advifed them to mind their 
own bufinefs, and not trouble their heads 
with what did not concern them : and as 
they all liked their place, they thought k 
mod prudent to conform to his advice. 

The various male and female g9flips in 
and about Watford, were not fo eafily fatis- 
fied, particularly thofe who had unmarried 
relations, whom they wiflied to bear the 
name of Davenport. Numerous were the 
conjectures hazarded at the various tea- 
tables. The ladies were not at all inclined 
to believe he was married ; the gentlemen 
niore charitably thought he had run away 
with an heirefs, who had been feparated from 

him 
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him by force, as foon as her family had diC- 
covered his ignoble extraftion ; and fincere- 
ly congratulated their fair townfwomen 
upon being thus unexpedtedly relieved from 
the importunities of fuch a low-born fellow, 
wht), prefuming upon his large fortune, 
would moft likely, had he been difengaged, 
have become a candidate for their favours. 
The ladies ^ncerely rejoiced at their for- 
tunate efcape ; and all agreed that he 
feemed now, from his reclufe life and re- 
ported ill-health, to be paying the deferved 
penalty of his prefumptiou. 

Davenport was fenfible he muft have ex- 
cited the curiofity of hi$ neighbours ; but 
as, ibme few excepted, whom he efteemed 
as having been the friends of his late bene- 
fadtrefs, he rather wiftied to avoid than mix 
in their fociety, he feized the pretence of 
his weak ftate to decline either receiving or 
paying vifits. Thus indulging a melancholy, 
which fo ferioufly impaired his conftitution, 
he exhibited every fymptom of approaching 

' diflblution 
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diflblution before he could be prevailed 
upon to call in medical afliftance. 

William, therefore, thought it neceffary 
to folicit the auxiliary aid of the clergyman 
of the parilh, a very excellent man, who 
had lived in ftri£t habits of intimacy with 
the late Dr. Lewis, and who now fucceeded in 
perfuading that gentleman's beloved pupil to 
have recourfe to the advice of the Faculty, by 
averring that fuch negleft of his "health almoft 
amounted to fuicide ; and, ftrongly pointing 
'out the paternal duties, enjoined him, as a 
man and a Chriftian, to endeavour to (hake off 
the exceffive depreffion upon his fpirits, 
which promifed to baffle every effort of me- 
dicine, to prolong a life that oiight to be 
doubly dear to him upon his daughter's 
account. 

Clement felt and acknowledged the force 
of his arguments, and immediately atoned 
for his pad obftinacy by fending for a phy* 
lician of the firft eminence, and of his 

friend's 
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friend's recommendation. This gentleman 
foon difcovered where the chief complaint 
laid, and frankly told Davenport medicine 
would be of very little avail : gentle exer- 
cife, change of air, and the Briftol waters might 
prove of fervice to him ; but his recovery 
depended much more upon his own exertions, 
than upon the virtues of the Briflol fpring. 

Clement, roufed to a fenfe of his own 
fituation, after-promifing to attend to all his 
orders, requcfted the phyfician would give him 
his real opinion of his cafe. His friend, the 
clergyman, who was prefent, and thought a 
knowledge of his danger might have very 
faJutary effeds, enforced the requeft ; ob- 
ferving Mr. Davenport had many facred 
duties to perform, which made it neccflary 
that he fliould be fatisfied. 

The Doftor confefled he had at prefent 

every fymptom of a very rapid decline ; but 

he hoped change of fcene, better air, and a 

ferious determination, on the part of his 

4 ' patient. 
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patient, no longer to indulge in folitude, or 
melancholy refledtions, would ftill efFe6t his 
cure. 

Davenport thanked him for his candour, 
and affured him he would, in every refpeft, 
conform to his kind prefcriptipns, promifing 
to fee him again in London, in his way to 
Briftol. The phyfician therefore departed, 
and his patient began to prepare for his in- 
tended journey ; blaming himfelf very fe- 
verely for having fufFered the defertion of a 
capricious unfeehng woman thus to pijey 
upon his fpirits, and undermine his health. 
How many men would have rejoiced if their 
wives had afforded them the fame opportu- 
nity of becoming mafters of a fplendid for* 
tune ! 

Neverthelefs,,he continued firm in his re- 
folution to le'.ve her a prey to her own 
guilty confcience, and ftill more ferioufly 
determined to banifli the paft from his me- 
mory ; — yet, that be might not be unpre- 
pared, 



pared, as he was very fenfible there was at 
Jeaft an even chance whether he ever 
returned to Fairfield, he fet about fetthng 
his affairs, aflifted by his worthy clerical 
friend, by whofe advice he conftituted 
the l,ord Chancellor the guardian of his 
slaughter, and took every other neceflary 
Hep to fecure her the undifputed poffeffion 
of the fortune he owed to the benevolence 
of Mrs, Davenport and his generous tutor. 

He had fent off his faddle-horfes, valet, 
and groom, the day after he determined 
to fet out for the Hot -wells, with orders to 
fecure a private lodging for his reception ; 
and, as he was willing, as far as laid in his power, 
to conform to his phyfician's and friend's 
wifhes, had agreed to travel in the mail, in 
hopes of meeting with company, whofe con- 
verfation would more than compenfate for 
the fetiguc he was ftill flrong enough to en- 
counter. . 
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His carriage he left at home for the ufe 
of his daughter, whom he recommended in 
the ftrongeft terms to the care of her nurfe 
and old William, to whom he gave every 
neceflary inftruftion in cafe of his deniife, 
which William heartily prayed he might 
never be called upon to execute ; and on 
the day appointed for his departure, he fet 
out tor London, in a poft-chaife, attended 
by his faithful domcftic, who had loved him 
from a child with a very particular degree of 
afFeftion, and who was determined not to 
lofe fight of him till the lad minute. 

As Davenport had ftill the finifhing ftroke 
to put to the bufinefs he had begun at Fair- 
field, he found he had not allowed him- 
fejf too much time for the fettling of fo im«- 
portant an affair ; it was therefore near feven 
o'clock before he reached the Gloucefter 
Coffee-houfe, and found time to dine, which 
he did in the public-room. 

There 
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There was,- as ufual, a good deal of com- 
pany y and'vyhile he was difledling his boiled 
fowl, a very elegant young man, a few years 
older than himfelf, who was juft come in, 
not feeing any other vacant feat, placed him- 
felf oppofite to him, calling for a glafs of 
negus more out of compliance with the ge- 
neral cuftom of fuch places, than from any 
inclination to tafte the mixture, which he 
feldom raifed fo his lips-; and, taking up a 
newfpaper, he bcgaii to look over the con- 
tentSj^' though he frequently raifed his eyes, 
when he could unperceived, to contemplate 
the particularly eng^ing countenance ofLhis 
oppofite neighbour, -whofe vifible ill-health, 
want of fpirits, colour, and appetite interested 
him fo much for the elegant invalid, he wait- 
ed with impatience for an opportunity to 
enter into converfation with him, in hopes 
of breaking in upon the unpleafant train of 
ideas which appeared to poffefshim; bu: 
found himfelf, to his infinite regret, obliged 
to abandon his kind intention, as Clement, 
unconfcious of the intereft his fine figure, 

gentle 
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gentle unafieded maoners, and declining 
health, was fo exa6Uy calculated to infpire, 
as foon as he had finiflied dinner, began to 
examine fome papers he had in his pocket 
till the paffengers for the Briftol mail were 
fummoned. 

Both gentlemen ftarted up at the fame 
moment ; — the ftranger feemed pleafed and 
furprifed ; a good-humoured fmile gave 
ftrength to his words, when he exprefled 
his fatisfadtion to find they were going to 
be fellow-travellers 3 adding, in a gay 
tone — 

" Our national referve has hitherto been 
greatly my enemy ; — two Frenchmen, feated 
as near each other, would have travelled 
nearly over Europe, in half the time -, — it is 
a pity we are not more inclined to emulate 
the wifeft part of their condud." 

Clemen^t readily agreed, and was equally 
pleafed with the companion chance had 

allotted 
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allotted him. They were upon the pave- 
ment ; where, owing to the coachman and 
guard being bufy in arranging the baggage, 
Davenport and his new acquaintance flopped 
a few minutes; the former was furprifed to 
fee old WiUiam and his poftillion, a^ he 
thought they had returned to Fairfield when 
he parted with them in Lincoln's Inn ; but 
the old man had found it impoffible to leave 
London till he had feen his mafter fafe off, 
which he told Clement as an excufe for not 
having obeyed his orders, adding a moft 
fervent prayer for the recovery of his health 
and &fe return, while the tears he was un- 
able to reftrain, upon reflecting he was per- 
haps taking a laft farewell, chafed each other 
down his furrowed cheeks. 

Clement was much affedted by thefe fin* 
cere proofs of his attachment ; and the 
ftranger felt more interefted than ever in the 
fate of fo young a man, apparently fo de- 
fervedly beloved by thofe who mufl be very 
competent judges of the excellence of his 

difpofition ; 
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difpofition ; as the polliliio'n, either becaufc 
he fympathized in William's fears and feel- 
ings, or wiQied to raife himfelf in his maf- 
ter'sefteem, had alfo recourfe to his hand- 
kerchief. As they were both in a very hand- 
fome livery, he found he jfliould not lower 
hidifelf (though, to do him j.uftice, this was 
an idea which would never have entered his 
head) by endeavouring to cultivate an inti- 
macy with the invalid. 

At that moment they were requefted to 
afcend the fteps of, the vehicle ; and while 
Clement once more haftily recommended 
his daughter to William's particular care, 
his new friend ftepped forward, and per- 
ceiving two gentlemen had already got pof- 
feffion of the front fqat in the mail, he re- 
quefted one of them would change fides to 
accommodate his friend, who was an in- 
valid. 

" I am very glad you have put it in my 
power to oblige you, Mr. Meredith," ex- 
claimed 
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claimed a flout good-looking man, changing 
fides while he fpoke. ^ ' 

Davenport, who was clofe behind, en- 
treated he might not derange any body, 
though he very forcibly felt the kind polite- 
nefs of Meredith, who preceded him into 
the carriage, took the other back feat, and 
putting out his hand, faid— *- 

^' T^ke care of thofe awkward fteps." 

William, the poftillion, and guai;d, were 
alfo endeavouring to facilitate his afcent ; he 
was therefore foon feated, and in a veiy few 
feconds the coach drove off, 

• " Well," cried the gentleman who had re- 
figned his feat to Clement, " of all the places 
in the world, Mr. Meredith, 1 fliould the 
leaft have expedled to have met you in a 
mail-coach ; — for heaven's fake what could 
induce you to make ufe of fuch a convey- 
ance ?'* 

" The 
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" The expeftation I entertained of meet- 
ing you, Hervey," was the reply. 

" Why, how came you to know I was 
going down to-night ?'* 

" I had a prefentiment of the happinefs 
that awaited me ^ for I guefled you would 
not remain long in town after you learned 
your friend Parry*s accident ; — I knew you 
would be in hafte to condole with him upon 
his misfortune/' 

" Good God ! what has befel him ? no- 
thing very ferious, I am inclined to hope, by 
your looks, Mr. Meredith;— when did you 
leave Tregony ?" 

** Only five days ago ; and the following 
morning your worthy generous friend, in his 
anxiety to fave a foot of ground by the po- 
fition of a hay-ftack, ftepped back fo preci; 
pitately to convince his bailiff it would not 
be as he affirmed, too near an adjoining 
pond, he inftantly fell backwards into the 
water, and ran fome rifk of being fuffocated 
before his men's mirth would allow them to 
afford him any afTiftance, Such is the ac- 
count 
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count I received from the Marquis of 
Orraond, who, like myfeif, fincerely re- 
joices fo valuable a life (houid have been pre- 
ferved." 

Hetvcy laughed very heartily, obferving 
this was not the firfl: time Parry had diverted 
his neighbourhood at his expence ; — he cer- 
tainly was too {aving in every refpedt, but 
he was a very honeft man, w^hich was na 
fmall virtue now-a-days^ 

** I Ihall not dlfpute the point with you, 
Hervey ; though I fiiould have^ exprefled 
the fame meaning by faying, he was not a 
rogue/' 

As ^the coachman flopped to give his 
horfes a little water while he was fpeaking^ 
Meredith alighted; and the evening being 
very fiee^ afked the man if he would allow 
him to take the reins for half an liour. 

VOL. II. D " Yoa 



^O ELLESMERE. 

" You may take them for five-and-twenty 
minutes. Sir,'* he anfwered ; " we have four 
miles yet to Hounflow, and we mull do it 
in that time/' 

" I will trv if I can't do it in half a mi- 

m 

nute lefs," replied Meredith, mounting the 
box. 

The fourth gentleman, a clergyman, who 
had hitherto remained filent, was not fond 
of fuch mad-brained drivers, and thought the . 
coachman much to blame for refigning tl^e 

-reins. ^ 

" You are in no danger. Sir," faid Her- 
vey ; " Mr. Meredith is what I call a capital 
whip, and drives four far better horfes of his 
own than we are fitting behind, full fpeed 
tip and down the Welch hills. He is as 
good-tempered a young fellow as any in 
England ; fpends a noble income with pi^o- 
per fpirit, and true ancient Britifti hofpita- 
lity. He is fuppofed to be one of the richeft 
commoners in Monmouthlhire^ and is related 

to 
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to fome of the firft families in the county 
—the Marquis of Ormond for one, — 
His mother was a daughter of the 
late Earl of Belford; and he is nephew, 
by marriage, to the Marquis. It is only 
wonderful to me he Ihould ftili be a bachelor, 
for I (hould fuppofe he is turned of fix*and- 
twQnty; and I am fure he need not fear a 
refuGd from any woman in England, whofc 
heart was not pre-engaged. The Mon- 
mouthfhire belles have given up all hopes, I 
believes but I underftand an Earl's fiftcr 
has lately taken up her abode at Tregony (a 
viUage adjoining his feat) with a view, it is 
reported, of making this important con- 
quefl." 

** Or of increafing the young gentleman's 
vanity," replied the clergyman. ** Is not, 
or rather was not, he prefumptive heir to 
Lord Ormond ; for I prefume you are ac- 
quainted with the recent difcovery which has 
taken place in that family ?" 

** Perfeftly, Sir ; I had the whole flory 
from the very firft authority, yet cannot re- 

D 2 folve 
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folve your queftion. Perhaps this gentle- 
man," looking at Ctepient, " whom I really 
forgot was a friend of Mr- Meredith's (though 
I am fure he can confirm every thing I have 
advanced) can fatisfy your curiofity/' 

\ 

To Clement's great relief, at that very 
moment the mail-coach flopped, aod Mere- 
dith called out (to know if they were all 
alive. — The clergyman, who was in pain for 
his neck, put his head out of the window 
to advife him to refume his feat in the car- 
riage ; the night air was very unwholefume. 
To his infinite fatisfadion Meredith ac- 
quiefced with his wifhes, as he was not fond 
of driving frefh ho/fes, which frequently, in 
fuch conveyances, required all the {kill of an 
experienced coachman, acquainted with their 
humours. 

* 

The clergyman'complimented him upon 
his prudence i and, as his appearance gave a 
turn to the conyerfation, the merchant' (for 
fiich was Hervey) feized the opportunity 

of 
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of difplaying his own cbnfequencc, by re- 
lating various droll ftories concerning the 
Captains of his different veflels. As they were 
well told, and not wholly devoid of enter- 
tainment, he had frequently the fatisfaftion 
of exciting the mirth of his companions ; 
and thought himfelf entitled to their thanks 
for having wrote to order a good fupper to 
be ready to put upon table the moment the 
mail. flopped; a precaution he always took, 
he informed them, when he was going either 
up or down, averring that he had rather 
treat the whole company, if they were in- 
clined to be faving, tban (it down to a par- 
cel of cold fcraps and leavings, which were* 
generally fet out upon fuch occafions, 

Meredith rallied him upon his boafted 
generofity; obfcrving, gratitude ought to 
induce his fellow-travellers to free him upon 
fuch occafions, fer from fuffering him to pay 
for them. 

B 3 ** .Yotr 
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. ^ You may laugh, Mr. Meredith ; but 
you won't beforry when we reach Thatcham.'* 
" There you are right, Hervey, if it is 
only to ftretch my legs,*' he anfwercd. 

In lefs than an hour they drove into the 
inn-yard. 

Not to appear Angular, though he had 
^jeither appetite nor inclination to tafte ani- 
inal food, Clement advanced towards the 
lupper- table ; but was relieved from what he 
really confidered as a very irkfome taflc by 
the a«:tent!ve confideration of Meredith, who 
infilled upon it a bafon of tea would be of 
infinitely more fervice to him, and it was what 
he always took himfelf at fuch an hour, and 
Ihould now, in preference to Mr. Hervey 's 
dainties, though he was not lefs fenfible of 
the intended obligation- — giving orders in 
Gonftquence; The merchant agreed Mt 
might be more proper for an invalid, there- 
fore fufFered them to do as they pleafed, only 
toking care to convince them he could af- 
ford 



ford to ftudy • his own tafte and conve- 
nience. 

Little paffed during the reft of their jour- 
ney, till they reached Bath, where they left 
the clergyman, though they were not al^ 
lowed, as they had expedted, to flop t^ 
breakfaft ; the merchant therefore gave then^ 
a very preffing invitation to accompany hitit 
home, upon their arrival at Briftol, both to: 
breakfaft and dinner. 

4 

Clement very politely declined his hof- 
pitable offer, upon the plea of fatigue ; and 
Meredith, who undcrftood he was going on 
to the Hot-wells, where he alfo meant to 
make a fliort ftay, chofe to accompany him 
thither ; as the farce of their being old ac- 
quaintances had been kept up by that gentle- 
man with infinite fuccefs during their jour- 
ney, Clement having readily given into it, 
A poft-chaife was therefore ordered the mo- 
mcnt they ftopped at the Bulh Tavern, 

p 4 Briftol, 
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Briftol, to carry them forwards to the York 
Hotel, Clifton. 

The merchant, who was furrou tided by a 
party of his friends the. moment he alighted, 
even forgot, in his hurry to impart the 
i\ews he had brought, to bid them farewell ;/ 
a^. omifllon highly diverting fo Meredith, 
1W10 had thus been relieved from the necef* 
fity of returning the compliment he had 
paid him, by a^n invitation into Monmouth* 
ihire. 



CHAP. 
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URIN& their fliort drive, both gentler- 
men complained of hunger, and agreed to 
lake a fnap together before they parted. 

Clement's fervants, who were in mo- 
mentary cxpedlation of his arrival, and 
feveral more^^were (landing at the door of the 
hotel when thechaife drew up ; and one out 
of livery, whom he fuppofed belonged to his 
companion, who fat nioft in fight, haftenedi 
to open the door of the carriage,^ 

•* See what the larder affords, Kelly," 
faid Meredith, alighting ; " I am intolerably 
hungry." 

D 5 The 
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The fervant promifed to let him know in 
a minute ; — he flopped upon the pavement 
to offer his arm to his companion, whofe own 
fervants alfo advanced to his affiftance, and 
convinced Meredith (who had been rather 
aflonilhed that aperfon in fo weak a flate, and 
who evidently kept a carriage knd men-fer- 
vants, (hould travel unattended) he was at 
Jea^ his (equal, if not his fuperior> in point 
qi rank and fort une. 

As foon as they were (hewn into a room, 
Clement alked his valet when he arrived, and 
if he had procured him a lodging ? 

" We got in lad night,. Sir,, and Lhave 
feen a great n}any lodgings ^ but as I did not^ 
know what fituation you would prefer, and 
I found there was no fear of your being able 
to fuit yourfelf, either at the Wells or at 
Clifton, I deferred engaging one till you 
jirrived;" - 



1 
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** That is all very well," Clement replied ; 
and the man retired. 

** You mean then to go into privarte 
loddnors ?" faid Mferedith. 

" I have been fo advifed," replied Cle- 
ment, ** I am a total ftranger to tlie place > 
myfelf." * 

" Then I am determined to fee you (tt* 
tied before we part. — I am quite at home, 
and flatter myfelf I can point out the moft 
agreeable fituaticns Clitton affords ; the 
number of unfinifhed houfes fcattered about, 
give it from this place a ruinous appearances- 
very unpleafing to the eye." 

** A veryjuft reniark, and I muftown it 
has no't railed my opmion of the famous 
waters I have been fent to drink." 

" Come, come, they have performed, 
great cures, and I finccrely hope you will 
find benefit from them. I frequently ipend 
a week here at a time, during the feafon j 
indeed I find it a moft agreeable refource 
againft the ennui I contradl in Wales.", 

D 6 Clement 
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Clement fmilirigly hoped he would make 
his week a fortnight this time. 

% 

** Upon my Honour, I never felt more in- 
clined ; but I promifed to be at home within 
the fortnight, and half that time is nearly 
elapfed ^ — hWever, while I do ftay, I wifh 
you would take up your abode with me at 
this hotel ; they have apartments to the full 
as quiet and private as any you will meet 
with^ and, I am perfuaded, equally as cheap ^ 
though I don't believe that is a very g;reat 
objedt to either of us. But here you have 
no trouble ; their larder isalway s well fupplied, 
and you may be ferved with what you pleafe 
at your own hour," 

Clement readily agreed to what he termed 
a very agreeable, as well as confideratepro* 
pofal, and was immediately put in poflef- 
fion of a comfortable bed-room, which 
commanded a particularly pleafant profpedt ; 
an attention of Meredith's, who advifed him 
to endeavour to take a little repofe after their 

fnapi 
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fnap ; he would be better able to do honour 
to thjsir dinner, which he propofed ordering 
at fix o'clock. 

i' 

dementis looks expreffed his gratitude for 
thefe continued marks of the intereft Mere- 
dith took in his welfare, far mwe forcibly 
than any words could have rendered his feel- 
ings ; and found himfelf fo perfedly reco- 
vered from his recent fatigue the next morn- 
ing, that Meredith, who had alfo a pair of 
faddle-horfes at Oiftan, propofed a, ride, 
that he might point out fome of the plea^ 
fanteft roads and fineft profpeds for which 
thofe environs were celebrated. 

In fuch fociety, for Meredith devoted all 
his time to his new friend, a week foon flipped 
away ; and Clement's renovated fpirits co-- 
operating with the change of air, and thefe 
famous waters, the gay young Welchmanpro- 
gnofticated his recovery would place the vir- 
tues of the celebrated medicinal fpring be-'^ 
yond a doubt. 

Davenport, 
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Davenport, on the contrary, placed all the 
benefit he had received to the fcore of his 
agreeable converfation, alledging, the waters 
v^'ere fo repugnant to his tafte, and invariably 
gave him fuch a naufea, that he was more 
than half inclined to dilcontinue his vifits to 
the Pump-room. 

During one of their rides, Meredith, from 
a view upon the Downs, had pointed oiit the 
fituation ofi his feat, which Itood upon the 
banks of the Wye, in a very pleafant and 
rather populous neighbourhood. — Clement 
had been equally coiiimunicative relpefting 
his refidence, but had eatercd into no fur- 
ther details ; and a mutual promife to re- 
new their intiinacy, at each other's houfes, 
had palfed between them. 

At the expiration of this (according to 

Clemenl*s calculation) ihort week, Meredith 

propofed an excurfion upon the water, 

declaring he had heard fuch trips recom- 

i ' mended. 



mended by the Faculty for pulmonary com- 
plaints. 

The day was fine, and the tide exa(fUy fuited 
to take them out, and bring them back — 
they would dine in their boat, and fi(h while 
they laid at anchor for the turn of the tide. 
Clement's only objedlion arofe from his 
being particularly fubjed: to the complaint 
which generally troubles all frefh-water 
iailors. — Meredith aflured him the waterwas 
fo fmooth in the road, he would fuifer no 
inconvenience ; and they would go up the 
Severn, inftead of down the Channel, as far 
more pleafant, and lefs liable to be rough. — 
Davenport, therefore, no longer objeded, and 
they immediately mounted their horfes, in- 
tending to embark at Lamplighters' Hall, 
as more agreeable than coafting down the 
narrow channel from Clifton. 

A very neat little ikiff was evidently wait- 
ing their arrival by Meredith's orders, Cle- 
ment prefumed, and he did not deny the 

charge ; 
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cbai^; — they. immediately fet fail, and a 
brifk breeze foon wafted them up the Severn 
as far as Chepftow. The two friends had 
chiefly converfed in French fincc their em- 
barkation ; and Clement, who bad felt un- 
well for fome time, propofed landing.- 

Meredith, though he readily agreed to a 
propofal he intended making, aflured him^ 
fea-ficknefs would rather be of fervice, than 
the contrary to him ; however, fince he 
feemed defirous of being once more upon terra: 
firma^ he would take the opportunity to (hew. 
him the ruins of Tintern Abbey. 

*^ Is it far from Chepftow ?" aiked Cle-^ 
mcnt. 

** Within a (hort drive,** replied Mere- 
dith ; ** for I do not mean to allow you to- 
fatigue yourfelf with walking thither/* 

A poft-chaife was therefore ordered the 
moment they landed ; and as Clement 
found himfelf much better as foon as he 

was 



was on (hore, he ftepped into the carriage 
without aiking any more^queftions ; and, by 
way of beguiling the time, Meredith gave 
him a fummary account of the building 
they were going to vifit ; adding, they fliould 
return in time for dinner. 

** Then do let us take our repaft on 
fliore,'* faid Clement. 

" Agreed, if you prefer it ; nay», I will 
try if I can't procure fomething worth eating 
at the Abbey.*' 

" Not' upon my account, I requcft j— 
but I ijnderftood it was merely a ruin.'' 

" I muft allow it is not much better i 
but we fhail pafs fome habitable houfes on 
the road 5 for example, what think you of 
the fituation of that one ?" pointing to a 
very large manfion-houfe, (heltered by a 
noble grove of oaks, which appeared coeval 
with the Flood, and the frequent refort of 
the Welch Druids. 

" But this is not the Abbey ?" faid Cle- 
ment. 

. *' No 
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" No, but the road winds through this 
park, which I think affords as fine a pro« 
fpeft a$ any you enjoy upon Clifton Hill.** 

Clement was of the fame opinion, and 
was ftill looking roufid him with admiration, 
when the poft-chaife, which had taken a 
fudden turn, flopped at a very handfbme 
portico, where feveral fcrvants, in the Mere- 
dith liver}% inftantly made their appearance. 
Davenport perceived how he had been taken* 
in, while his gay companion jumped out, and 
welcomed him, in^ the mofl: friendly manner, 
to Meredith Houfe ; requefting his forgive** 
nefs for having played him fuch a trick. 

r 

Clement proteftcd he ,felt very much ., 
flattered, as fokind a deception increafed the 
pleafure he received from fo cordial a wel-' 
come . - 

" Here then, my young friend,** taking 
Clement's arm, and leading him into a noble 
hall, " we (hall be much quieter than at the 

York 
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York Hotel ; — and I think the air of our 
mountains is equal!}'' as falubrious as what 
you breathe at Clifton. • Their^waters you 
diiUke> and I own I have no great opinion 
of their ciEcacy. Goat's whey, I think, will* 
do you more. good ; and! promife you that 
in perfe&ion. And here you (hall dojuft 
as you pleafe.: go out, or flay at home, — fee 
coqipany, or let it alone^ as beft fuits your 
inclination, .Your horfes, fervants, and 
baggage are upon the road with mine — they 
will only crofs the Severn, as the four-footed 
part of our fuites have not a much greater 
prediledion in favour of jaunts by water^ 
than you feem to ^eritertain ; — and for one 
month, at lead, you (hall remain my pri« 
:foner, except you make your efcape when I 
am off guard/* 

« YoU are too good, too confiderate,'* 
replied Clement, pre(ring the hand he held ; 
** I hardly know whether I ought to promife 
obedience, except you will, in your turn, 
agree to favour me with your company, 
for juft as long at Fairfield/' 

'' Don*t 
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" Don't doubt my compliance with your 
wifhes ; — when we are tired of Wales,-we will 
adjourn into Hertfordftiire, by Way of va- 
riety, I am the moft unceremonious mortal 
in the world, among my friends ; and I pro- 
teft to you, I never yet formed an acquaint- 
ance that I liked half fo well, after an inti* 
macy of feven years^ as I do you after ondof 
as many days. — But now be feated,*^* con- 
ducing him into a large parlour, ** and I 
will enquire what my people have provided 
for our entertainment ; — travelling by water 
is fure to give me an appetite." 

Had this young Welchman been his bro- 
ther, Clement thought he could not have. 
been more afFeftionately folicitous for his re* 
covery : — he muft have guefled fome letret 
forrow preyed upon his mind ; it was there- 
fore doubly kind to have thus inveigled him 
to his own houfe, inftead of leaving him toi 
regret the lofs of fo lively a companion, who 
had half reconciled him to that world he ftill 
felt fo difgufted with^ — ^and though he 

fancied 
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iancied all places were alike to him, before. 
3igbt he finccrely wi(hed bis little villa Hood 
It the foot of feme of the lofty hills he admired 
Erom the windows of his friend's houfe. 

A moft elegant, as well as comfortable 
apartment was allotted him ; and when they 
feparated for the night, Meredith requcrfted 
he would confider himfelf at Fairfield, and 
give his valet orders accordingly. 

" Don't- regulate your movements by 

mine," faid he ; /* admit me, or not, as you 

find yourfelf in (pirits to bear with my non- 

fenfe, as I muft infifl upon your health being 

the regulator of your conduft, which may 

{though I fincerely ho{:c the contrary) make 

you Idmeiimes prefer your drcffing room to 

Hhe (alo'on ; — fo now bun Jvir ! 1 truft you 

will fleep lliil better liere tiian at Ciitton." 

Leaving hina to his repofe, an adjoining 
nx)in wa:> pref^red t..r his valet, who had 
sdfo received particular injundions to prepare 

every 

' ' ■ 3 
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every thbg for his mailer he was accuilomed 
to have at home, and not to difturb him in 
the morning, let what would be hia orders, 
till he rung his bell. 



CHAP. V. 



V ER Y much invigorated by a better night 
than he had had for the laft fortnight, and . 
by a bowl of goat's whey, whjch his fervant 
brought to his bed-fide when he entered his 
room, Clement jpined Meredith at his ac- 
cuftomed breakf aft - hour, in fo much better 
fpirits than he had ever feen him, that he 
declared, with a look fully expreffive of his 
fatisfa<Sbion,he would take out a diploma, and 
begin to pradife phyfic, fince his prefcrip- 
tionshad fuch good efftftsj and, by way 

of 
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of forvearding his cure, advifed ^a ramble in 

the park, as he was impatient to (hew him 

the lions in his neighbourhood ; for which 

purpofe he led him to a very pleafant and 

fhady eminence, from which they had a very 

fine view of the neat viliage of Tregony, 

fituated on the banks of the Wye, and feve- 

ral adjacent (eatS), which agreeably diverfified 

the fcene, and added confiderably to a pro* 

fpeft at once ftupendous and romantic. — 

The moft prominent feature in the varied 

fcene was the magnificent, but ancient Caftle 

of Tregony, which flood in an extenfive park 

that rofe in a gradual afcent from the river, 

which, on that fide, formed its boundary. 

Meredith, who perceived it had caught 

Clement's attention, faid — 

" Is not that a noble building ? — I be- 
lleve ' that manfion is alnioft coeval with 
mine, and its own groves — it is the principal 
feat of the Marquis of Ormond, whofe vir- 
tues, I am forry to lay, have not met with 
their reward in this world 3 but I fuppofe you 

are 
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are no ftraijgcr to the recent occurrences 
which I allude to?'* 

" Upon my word you are miftaken ; — I 
have of late led fo fecluded a life, that I am 
as ignorant of what has been paffing in the 
great world as that peafant boy who is 
watcliing his fheep. — From a queflion of 
Mr. Hervey's, during our journey to Briftol, 
refpefting yourfelf, while you were upon the 
box, I underftood fome unexpedted difco- 
very had lately taken place in the Ormond 
faniily ; your refuming your feat in the car- 
riage prevented me from expofing my ig- 
norance relpefting your expedtations, and of 
courfe gave a turn to the dilcourfe." 

May I enquire what was the queftion ?'^ 
Simply whether you were, or rather had 
not been prefumptive heir to Lord Ormond. 
You know how well prepared I was to fatisfy 
bis curiofity ; — by way of punilhing him, I 
had half a mind to have referred him to 
you *' 

" I wifti, with all my (bui, you had," 
replied Meredith, laughing very heartily, 

** though 
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though I fliould have thought Old Parry 
muft have known I never v;as, nor never 
fliall'be heir to either the Ormond titles 
or eftates ; — but I Ihould have enjoyed 
quizzing Hervey. But the ftory, conne6led 
with the events both him and I alluded to, 
is long and melancholy, and your fpirits arc 
not yet fufEciently in alto^ to induce me to 
tnake you participate in the grief and difap- 
pointment of the excellent Marquis and his 
truly amiable Vv'ife. They have not been long 
in Wales, but his LordQiip has been or- 
dered to try the keen air of our mountains, 
and drink goat's whey ; and as I pofitively 
think your complaint rather fimilar ta his, 
I have taken upon myfelf to prefcribe in my 
turn. Like you, his LordQiip is fond of 
indulging his own refleftions, and this I 
don't approve of ; therefore, as I am upon 
the moft intimate footing at the caftle, I 
frequently contrive to divert his thoughts 
from always recurring to the fame objeft, if 
it is only by making him laugh at, or lefture 
me for, my folly ^ elfe they fee very Uttle 
VOL. II E com- 
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company — there again you find they re- 
femble you — though, I muft acknowledge, 
the neighbouring gentry are neither calcu- 
lated to ftiine in a faQiionable party, nor, by 
their focial converfe, to contribute to the 
amufement of Lord and Lady Ormond ; — 
one family excepted, they are all true (the 
females I mean) village, or, if you like it 
better, country goffips. But now turn to 
the right, and obferve that elegant modern 
building, which we number among our fine 
houfes: — the pleafure-grounds are particularly 
well laid out 3 it was the refidence of the 
Earl of Clancaflle — I am fure I nped not add 
he is an Admiral ; but you may not know 
that Lord Ormond has the misfortune to call 
him brother by marriage ; — at prefent he is 
a felf-bani(hed exile. Could I have had my 
will, I think I fhould have condemned him 
to the rack, and even then have thought his 
punifiiment very inadequate to his crimes. 
But no more of the wretch 3 — his feat has 
been lately fold, and is now inhabited by a 
very amiable young couple, of the name of 

Grafton; 
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Grafton ; a lifter of the gentleman's is upon 
a vifit there, a very fine woman, who is ftill 
ia fccond mourning for a very rich old huf- 
band. She does not fcruple to acknowledge 
that (he married folely for his money — whe* 
ther (he broke his heart, or otherwife wor- 
ried him to death, I ftian't take upon me to 
fay ; but (he has now feven thoufand a-year, 
wholly at her own difpofal ; and fhe feems 
very impatient to beftow that andherfweet 
felf upon the firft man of any confequence 
wha puts in for the prize. During a whole 
•month fhe was the rage at Tregony ; but 
about a fortnight before I left home, a moft 
po^^'ertul rival to the young widow appeared 
upon our horizon — Lady Diana Rochdale, 
fitter to the prefent Earl of Harold, who is 
\ipon a vifit to her aunt. Unfortunately the 
Hon. Mrs* Morgan has been obliged, ibr 
very good reafons, to take up her abode in 
afmall houfe, which ihe divides with the 
village blackfmith 5 a circumftance rather 
mortifying to the pride of both ladies.'* 
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" I fhould fuppofe fo," faid Clement 
" but Mr. Hervey gave me to underftanc 
you were the magnet which had drawn Lad; 
'Diana into Wales.'* 

" That was one of his friend Parry's cha 
ritable furmifes. How often have I beei 
married by my kind neighbours ! every thinj 
was confidered as concluded upon betweer 
me and Mrs. Cieremont (Mr. Grafton*! 
fifter) before the titled lady's arrival; but] 
prefume it is thought her Ladyfliip willcarrj 
the day, though, upon my honour, I have 
never exchanged a dozen words with either : 
but were I, as a penance for my fins, forced 
lo confer my name upon either, I fhould 
indubitably prefer gilt, to rufly iron chains. 
But I have a fort of natural antipathy to 
modern fine ladies, let the character be evei 
% well fupported ; and I mufl acknowledge 
the widow's age, fortune, and figure are all 
in her favour ; — whereas poor Lady Dy. has 
fliewn her face in every public place in Lon- 
don during the winter, and every faOiionable 
water drinking place in the fummer, forth< 
4 laf 



^ 



ELLESMERE. 77 

laft fifteen years, without having obtained 
the ferious notice of any man worth ac- 
ceptance; therefore, having thus ufeleffly 
expended her fmall fortune and origi- 
# nal bloom, fhe is come to try her for- 
tune among us unpolifhed Cambrians. — 
She certainly has been handfome, nay is ftill 
a fine woman of two-and-thirty ; ihe pru- 
dently, however, finks feven years when 
fhe mentions her age, and takes no 
fmall pains to make her appearance coin!: 
cide with her calculation -, and I have not 
undeceived any of my neighbours who miC 
take half a foot of rouge for natural bloom, 
and .extol her condefcenfion to the ikies be- 
caufe (he vifits every where fo frebly. She 
isTeldom or ever at home, which fuits both 
her pocket and her inclination, — I fet a little 
fcheme on foot before I went to London, 
which may, if it fucceeds, procure her a huf- 
band ; for I really wi(h to tranfphnt fucha 
fcion into our village. Pray obferve that 
low long-fronted houfe at the extremity of it — 
that is the very habitation I have fixed upon 

£3 for 
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for her Ladyftiip. Its owner, Sir Jeremy 
Manfel, Baronet, is a flout, healthy, good- 
looking fportfman, who particularly piques 
himfelf upon his knowledge in angling, dex« 
terity in (hooting, and the breed of his dogs 
and horfes ; — he can't bear a bafhful, or, as 
he terms it, a fqueamifli prude, therefore 
Lady Dy. has hit his fancy ; and I endea- 
voured to fan the flamei into a bla2e, but I 
have had fome qualms of confcience upon 
finding myfelf likely to fuccced; for he 
feally poiTeifes more good qualities tbao 
ought to fall to the (hare of fuch a woman'^ 
hulband. I therefore think I ftiall give him 
11 rival, and advife him to turn his thoughtJI 
towards the young widow ; fo you find I ain 
as bufily employed in marrying my neigtv* 
t)ours, as they are in difpofing of me. But 
1 do not fo much wonder at tl:^cir havii^ 
paired me with Lady Diana, as I have been 
upon very intimate terms with her brother; 
he has been upon the Continent for the laft 
two years, and as he left England fome thou- 
fands worfe than nothing, I don't think he 

will 
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Will return very fpeedily ; though there wa^ 
a report, fome time back, that he had 
lately married a very rich woman; but I 
can't credit the ftory, which I rather fufpeft 
is a fabrication of Lady Diana's to increafe 
her own confequence." 

" A very probable_conjefture,'* faid Cle- 
ment, " from your clia,racler of her Lady- 
fhip. But pray where am I to look for 
Mr. Parry's rffidence r" 

*' You can't fee it to advantage from 
hence : — that is tji^e back front ; the gardens 
are more laid out for ufe than (hewy but the 
houfe is handfome and commodious. The 
old fellow is thought tQ be very rich, but he 
is an abominable mifer. However he has 
got a fon, a bad copy of Sir Jeremy Manfel ; 
a half-bred fine gentleman, who will foon 
circulate his favings pro bono publico. They 
fometimes vifit at the caftle, as the old man 
keeps a carriage Sir Jeremy ftyles his market- 
cart, and in good truth it deferves the appella- 
tion,for it brings all the provifions for the family 
from Chepftow y in fhort, he is a compound of 

£ 4 odentation 
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oftentation and meannefs, and his fon, of 
ignorance and pride. He is the rival I have 
it in conteniplation to ftart againfl. Sir 
Jeremy ;" — at that moment a fervant of 
Meredith's came to let him know that Lord 
and Lady Ormond were juft arrived. — 
** Will you allow me to introduce you to 
them, Mr. Davenport ?*' 

" Not to-day, my kind friend — fome other 
time I will avail myfclf of your politenefs ; 
fo pray haften to receive your vifiters, while 
I take a ftroli upon the banks of this beau- 
tiful river." 

Thus the friends parted ; and when^ they 
met again in the dining-parlour, Meredith 
told Clement he had promifed to take him 
over to the caftle the following day, 

They dined tete-a-tetey about feven 
o'clock. As his gueft feemed in fo much bet- 
ter fpirits than when he firft arrived at 
Clifton, Meredith ftarted up — 
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" Will you do me a very great favour ?*' 

" Put me to the trial," he anfvvered. 

" You may perhaps remember my tell- 
ing you at Clifton, I muft be at home by a 
certain time ?" 

" I regretted the circumftance too much 
not to recolleft it." 

" Why then you muft know, I am en- 
gaged this very evening to a Welch fetey 
which is to begin with tea, and end in a ball 
andfupper; — as I was-the promoter of the en- 
tertainment, independent of the diverfion, I 
really expe6t I muft make my appearance 
there ; and if you will accompany me, I 
will take upon me to promife you fonie 
amufement. You have no need to dance, 
though there are fome pretty girls, fans pre^ 
tenfions, in the neighbourhood, who make 
excellent partners ; and I am fure you won't 
objeft to being introduced as my friend. I 
would not prefs you fo much to join a 
faihionable party— that would not have no- 
velty to recommend it; but you will never 

E 5 have 
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have fuch another opportunity of feeing my 
neighbours in all their glory." 

" Now have not you perfuaded the 
Baronet to pay this public homage to the 
fair Lady of quality ^ — but be that as it 
may, I am at your orders. In confideration 
of my introdudor, I hope the young ladies 
will excufe my want of gallantry if I (hould 
lit down to cards with their mothers and 
aunts.'* 

" Oh, you (han't undeigo fuch a penance^. 
Ill thcLaflemblies you have been accuftomed 
to, you have always met with elderly. women 
of fenfe and falhion, with whom it was 
amufement to pafs an hour at whift ; but at 
the Baronet's (for I plead guilty to havii^ 
advifed him to give his goddefs this proof of 
his love) you will only meet with a parcel of 
ignorant, abfurd, old yeomen among the 
card-players, who only underftand Quadrille 
or All-fours, and who would harafs you to 
death with their inceflant wrangling, ringing 
the bell, and giving orders for the carriage 
inunediately.'' 

" But 
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*' But you mean to allow me half aa 
hour to change my drefs ?'* 

" Upon my word you are very much mif? 
taken ;-— why, you might go, n^y even d^nce 
in boots, if you preferred them to (hoes. I. 
am fbaietimes tempted to drefs abfurdly, 
merely to induce Hugh Parry, and a few 
more of his ftamp, who look up to me as 
the criterion of falhion, to follow my exam- 
ple ; elfe 1 never drefs more than I am at 
prefent, in Wales, upon any occafion. But 
remenjber, the moment you feel yourfelf , 
fetigued, we will make our exit ; for, was 
your health to fuffer through your politenefs,. 
I (hould never forgive myfelf for havmg even 
afked you to accompany me.*' 

" You have hitherto proved yourfelf fa 
good a phyfician, I put infinite faith in your' 
prefent prefcription," gaily replied Clement ;- 
•* for, like Sterne, 1 am apt to believe 
• every time a man fmiles, but much more 
fo when he laughs, it adds fomcthing to this- 
fragment of life." 

E 6 "And 
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" And I firmly fubfcribe to the fame creed. 
But here is the carriage, fo let us be going ; 
Sir Jeremy will have fent me to the regions 
below twenty times before we get there, and 
his amiahk mother and handfome fifler will 
have loft all patience, as I am certain we 
have kept tea waiting.*' 

This was faid croffing the hall, and in a 
few feconds they drove from the door. 

« 

" And do the ladies of the Manfel family 
spprove of Sir Jeremy's choice of a wife ?** 
aiked Clement. 

" I dare fay not," replied Meredith ; 
" nor of my overlooking the charms of Mifs 
Rebecca — a gaunt, fallow, bard-featured 
damfel, about Lady Diana's age ; ftill I am 
a great favourite u^ith the Lady mother, be- 
caufe my mother was an Earl's daughter ; for 
I believe I owe her great politenefs to no one 
other confideration — very flattering you muft 
allow :— I really believe flie had hopes of 
numbering Lord and Lady Ormond among 

her 
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Tier guefts ; but Sir Jeremy, though he of 
courfe paid them the compliment of inviting 
them, was not quite fo abfurd. — But here is 
Manfel Houfe; is not the approach truly 
magnificent ?" 

They flopped, while he was fpeaking, at 
a large pair of iron gates, which led into a 
Ipacious court-yard, in the middle of which 
was a ftone bafon and a large leaden Triton, 
which threw up water in the imitation of a 
jet cTeau 3 four other ftatues, of equal mag- 
nitude and the fame materials, ornamented 
as many grafs plats interfered with gravel 
walks. 

" There is Welch tafte 1" obferved Mere- 
dith. " Capability Brown muft have ac- 
knowledged himfelf outdone, had he ever 
feen this place ; — but rain, hail, or blow, 
dreffed or undrefled, every body is obliged 
to parade up this long gravel walk.'* 

Tlie 
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The approach of Sir Jeremy, who faegair 
toabuTe Meredith for" having made it fo late,, 
prevented him from making any more re- 
marks« 

** Allow me to introduce a particular 
friend of mine. Sir Jeremy — Mr. Davenport; 
I knew I need not ftand upon ceremony, and 
that he would not be a lefs welcome, though 
an uninvited, guelt.*' 

" You are very right ; the more the 
merrier, fay l; — but you are welcome to 
Tregony, Mr Davenport, and ftill more* 
heartily to this houfe — 'tis a queer old- 
fafliioned place I know, but I am as glad to 
fee my friends, as if I was mailer of the. 
Caftle." 

Tliere was a pleafing, good-tempeced ex- 
preffion in Sir Jeremy's countenance, and a* 
fincerity in his rough manners which pre- 
judiced Clement greatly in his favour ; nor 
was the Baronet, who was not deficient in 
point of underftanding, lefs ftruck with the 

elegant 
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elegant manly graces of the h^ndfbmer 
llranger, which he fignified to Meredith ia 
a whifper as they advanced^ who, without 
anfwering him^ enquired if the heroine of 
tht fefe was arrived. 

** You have fuch d— ^ — d queer expref- 
Bans, Edwin, I am often at a lofs to un* 
derftand you > but if you mean Lady Dy^ 
Oie has been here this half hour, and has; 
more than once enquired after you ; — but I 
know the grapes are four^ if (be cjpil't.'* 

They now paffed through a glafs-door that 
communicated with the faloon or parlour, ia 
which, the compaay was aflembled. 

" Is not this amazingly convenient, Mr- 
Davenport ?'* faid Meredith y ** you find Sir 
Jeremy has no need of a porter." 

Clement only fmiled, and was now led to* 
wards Lady and Mifs Manfel, who were 
even profufe of compliments to Mr. Mere- 
dith's 
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dith*s friend ; and he no longer wondered 
Mifs Becky was ftill a fpinfter, though a 
Baronet's fifter, as flie perfedlly anfwered 
Meredith's defcription. 

Lady Diana was feated on the right of 
Lady Manfel, and was rather undecided 
whether (he (hould or Ihould not endeavour 
to captivate this ftranger ; but he appeared 
fo much the man of falhion, and fo fuperior 
even to his friend Meredith, that Ihe thought 
it would be more prudent to flick to the 
Baronet. The ^rafton family, to whom 
Davenport was next introduced, appeared to 
great advantage in fuch a motley group, 
and Mrs. Cleremont's feathers, &c. were fiir 
more elegant than thofe difplayed by the 
quality belle. 

Hugh Parry, who, upon the ftrength of 
his father's riches, fancied himfelf one of the 
firft men in company, placed himfelf next 
Merediths and, in a low whifper, aiked 
who his companion was ? 

« A 
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*' A man of the firfl: fafliion aind fortune," 
he replied ; " (hall I introduce you ?*' 

" With all my foul. — Egad ! he feems fen- 
fible of his own confequence, for he is as 
much at his eafe among fo many ftrangers as 
I am, who know every body prefent/' 

Meredith now turning to Clement — 
** AlJow me to introduce Mr. Parry, junior, 
to your notice, Mr. Davenport -, when you 
are as intimate with him as I am, you will 
be better able to appretiate his nierits." 

Clement, with fome difficulty, command- 
ed )iis countenance fufficiently to make a 
polite reply. 

Hugh now began to criticize Manfel 
Houfe ; wondered where they were to dance, 
as that was the beft parlour in the houfe ; 
then afked if Meredith could not guefs why 
the Baronet had put himfelf to fo much ex- 
pence ? 

" To amufe his neighbours," he replied. 

" No 
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** No fuch thing ; he wants to get a titlcc3 
wife, but it won't do : — Lady Diana Roch- 
dale will never marry a man with only be- 
tween two and three thoufand a-y^r, I will 
be fworn/' 

** I can't fuppofe flbe would, if you 
were to declare yourfelf a candidate for her 
favour.'* 

" Why I think T fliould ftand a bett^ 
chance of fuccefs than the Baronet.'* 

" Or her Ladyftiip would not know her 
.ewn intereft," rejoined Meredith. " But it 
would really be a famous joke, after all the 
pains and expence Sir Jeremy has been ai^ tf 
you were to run away with the prize. Don't 
you think fo, Davenport ?" 

" Indeed I do>" he replied ;, " and Mu 
Parry has fo many advantages in his favour^ 
that I am afraid the Baronet would ftand but 
a poor chance*" 

The notion pleafed Hugh : — he had ho 
thoughts of matrimony, or elfe he had 
never fcen a woman more to his tafte ^ and 

he 
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he IhouJd like to give his name to a real 

Udj. 

Tea being handed about, the coaverlation 
became more general ; and, between eight 
and nine, Mifs Manfel propofed adjourning 
to the ball-room. 

** With all my heart, Beck," cried the 
Baronet ; '* though I will be hanged if I 
know which room you have dignified by la 
pompous a name ; for this is the largeft in 
die houfe, except the great ik>ne ball, and 
tbclaundry over it.** 

** Will you never learn to behave decent- 
^, Sir Jeremy ?" a&cd bis mother ; ** let 
your fifter lead the way, fince you chufe ta 
appear fo ignorant/* ^ 

« Oh ! that fhe ftjall, mother ; for fear I 
Ibould commit any oiore blunders/' 

He then approacfcccj Lady Dy, whom he 
had previoufly en^^^, and defired all the 
other gentlemen to |qUow his example. — 

The 
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The room was foon in a buftle, though 
many of the young Welchmen kept aloof to 
allow their fuperiors to pick and chufe among 
the belles prefent. 

*'* Are you inclined to figure away for an 
hour before fupper ?" afked Meredith, ad- 
dreffing Clement , " for I would not advife 
you to think of dancing afterwards." 

" I think I will, as I am particularly 
averfe to appearing fingular." 

" Don't let any fuch confideration induce 
you to fatigue or overheat yourfelf; yQuf 
have a very good excufe for fitting ftiU; 
never mind what fuch a party either fays or 
thinks. But pray obferve if I don't bring 
half the heads in the room in conjunAion in 
lefs than half a minute." 

Approaching the fair widow, and requeft- 
ing the honour of her hand, his demand was 
inftantly granted, and his prognoftic fully- 
verified ; it was even audibly whilpered the 
lady would foon be a bride. 

Perceiving 
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Perceiving no one leemed inclined to pay 
Mifs Manfel a fimilar complinient, Clement 
thought it neceffary to offer himfelf for her 
acceptance, amply atoning, in the young 
lady's opinion, for the want of tafte and 
politenefs her countrymen had difplayed : — 
her tall meagre figure even heightened by 
the extenlion of her Icraggy neck, and a 
fmile of tr'fumph proclaimed the fatisfaclion 
(he felt at being for the firft time in her life 
an objedt of envy. 

" Come pray. Beck," cried the Baronet, 
*' let us fee where you have put the mufic." 

The lady direftly led the way into a 
very large flone hall that communicated with 
the kitchen, which the guefts, who were not 
acquainted with the houfe, difcovered by the 
favoury fmell which faluted their nofes, and 
up a ftaircafe more intended for ufe than 
Ihew, as it was narrow, fteep, and winding, 
and led to a very large long room, whofe 
(helving roof fufficiently explained it was 

not 
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not built for the celebration of fuch feftivc 
revels — it was in good truth no other than 
the laundry ; and by way of hiding, and at 
the fame time decorating the white-wa(hed 
walls, by means of the lines fometimes oifed 
to extend the linen, Mifs Becky had con- 
trived to faften oak-boughs, richly oma* 
mented with gold leaf, and intermixed with 
pink paper, formed into true lovers' and other 
knots, and had thus formed a canopy or 
grove dyer the dancers' heads ; — the candles 
were fo judicioufly diftributed, the waving of 
the boughs not only flared anci frequently 
extinguiflied them, but alfo completely ab- 
forbed their light ; but this ferious incon- 
venience was rather remedied by a large brafi 
chandelier fufpended from the center of the 
cieling, which had been removed out of the 
great hall upon this grand occafion. The 
chimney was entirely concealed, and formed 
into a fort of arbour to contain the muficians, 
who, exalted upon three planks, placed upon 
as many empty barrels, fat waiting the word 
of command. 

3 " The 
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** The Lord be good unto us!" exclaimed 
lie Baronet, the moment he entered this 
xorated apartment, " how the poor laun- 
[y is tranfmogrified ! — Did you give Beck 
iftru6:ions, Edwin ?*' 

** A lady of fuch tafte," replied Meredith, 
is far more likely to afford me ufeful 
ints when I venture to follow your exam- 
[e. Sir Jeremy. 1 protell I think Mifs 
lanfel has even improved upon the de- 
nptions we have read of the late Jetes at 
'iX)gmore.'* 

** Jf this is tafte, the Lord keep me from 
Bjjr more fuch exhibitions !*' replied the 
kHTonet ; " why, the candles will all be out 
II three minutes ; eat me if we flvan't look 
ike fo many fairies dancing in a wood to the 
l^ht of glow-worms." 

Very happy to have any excufe to give 
way to their mirth, the whole company burft 
into a loud, and for fonie time ungovernable, 
fit of laughter, whi,ch the Baronet's con- 
tinued 
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^ tinued ridiculous remarks greatly encou- 
raged. 

f 

Beck*s drefs, he obfcrved, was quite of a 
piece with her decorations — pink and green 
were the two predominant colours ; and the 
dim lights bore fome refemblance to her 
eyes. 

Exceffively provoked, the affronted lady 
with difficulty reft rained her tears, till Cle- 
ment, who rather pitied her, by fome very 
acceptable well-turned compliments, reftored 
her good humour and former fmile to her 
countenance; and Sir Jeremy, having ex- 
amined the orcheflra, pronounced tjie ma- 
chinery might do if the men did not make 
too free with ftrong beer, in which cafe their 
necks would be in danger. — He- now led 
Lady Dy. to the head of the room, obferv- 
ing, if they did not begin, they ftiould be 
fummoned to fupper before they- were half 
down the firft dance. 

Unfor- 
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Baronet's place. A latent hope of obtaipiii 
the hand of the intereiling, graceful, an 
now animated invalid, had induced her t 
^ifcard Sir Jeremy ; ftill, knowing youn 
Parry to be one of the richeft men in cona 
pany, and even more likely to become he 
dupe than her titled admirer, (he readily ac 
cepted his offer. 

The Baronet, by way of piquing theliigh 
bred belle, led out Mrs. Cleremont ; an< 
Meredith favoured Mifs Manfel, who nov 
£^ced it was as well to change partners, i 
only for the fake of variety. Clement, hav 
ing rather exhaufted both his ftrength an< 
his breath, -chofe to look on till after fuppei 
which Mifs Becky attributed folely to hi 
regret at being deprived of her fair hand, an< 
endeavoured by her encouraging fmiles 
whenever flie could catch his cy^, to confbl 
him under his heavy misfort 



>evp 



Hugh Parry was a far better dancer thai 
the Baronet j his father, wifhing to bring hin 
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xiplike a gentleman, had engaged one of 
the band^ now employed, to initiate him in 
that graceful fcience, at the enormous ex- 
pence of fixpence a leflbn, twice a- week for 
ibme years ;- — in confequence of thefe advan- 
tages, he was perfedtly ycrfed in the figures 
of all the dances his old mafter could play, 
and was fo gallant, and fo affiduous, and fo 
well encouraged, that he aflced Meredith, 
with an air of exultation, when they were 
lummoned to fupper, what he thought of 
'hisfuccefs? • !^ , , . ^ 

" Oh ! you have quite eclipfed the Baro- 
' fict,** he replied ; " he is positively jealolis 

of the marked preference with which Lady 

Ciana treats you." 
* *' Yes, } es, I will be d d if he gives 

any more balls, '^ 

As the ^rty were now crowding down 
the narrow ftaircafe, there was no time for 
further converfation. The Baronet had been 
(erioufly mortified by her Ladyftiip's beha- 

F 2 viour. 
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viour, and by way of convincing her he ncP 
longer confidered her as the Queen of the 
Revels, he led Mrs. Clcremont down flairs, 
and transferred all the attention he had paid 
Lady Diana to the elegant widow; while 
Hugh Parry amply made up for his de- 
ficiency to herLadylhip. 

- The fupper was fet out in the large haH 
they had crofled in their way to the bail- 
room, upon two long tables, placed on cither 
fide, with benches next the walls, and chairs 
and flools without fide. 

Lady Manfel took her feat at the head df 
^ne, and Sir Jeremy placed himfelf at the 
bottom 4 Mifs Becky prefided at the other, 
and the Clergyman of the parifli officiated 
as her affiftant. By Lady Manfel's advice, 
the ladies took the feats next the walk, and 
the gentlemen the chairs on the other fide, 
as they would be lefs incommoded by the 
fervants leaning over them to change the 
plates, or renlov^ the diihes. 

Enough 




ELLESMERE. , lOt 

Enough fmoked upon the boards to have 

^tisfied twice, as mafiy ploughmen at a har- 

^^ll-homeas there were gentlemen and ladies 

^Qembied to partake of this light repaft :: 

fix roaft pigs^ three upon each table, and a^ 

^>fiany pieces of beef, had been provided by 

tlie exprefs order of Six Jeremy, in fpite of 

the remonftrances of his mother and fifter, 

"Who alledged that they had never feen fuch 

ixipper diflies at any other houfe ^ but he was 

obftinate, and they were obliged to yields 

but did not curtail the fowls, ducks, &c. 

they thought it neceflary to crowd the tables 

•with. 

Every thing was pronounced excellent of 
its kind 5 and Lady Manfel ^mufed her 
table with a variety of receipts for different 
inade-diQies which were exhibited as fpeci- 
mens of her culinary talents; and was par- 
ticularly forry to find Mr. Davenport, ta 
whom both flie and her daughter paid the 
moft marked attention, could do but very 
little honour to her well*chofen repafl. 

F3, At 
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At laft, to Clement's great joy — a 
ftrong fmell of fuch a quantity of hot c 
(which indeed half the cooks in the n 
bourhood had affifted to prepare, and < 
*out-houfc and room that would at al 
fwer the purpofe, having been turned i 
kitchen upon the occafion) was almofl: 
than he could' bear, and he felt very 
willing to break in upon the general hi 
by leaving the table ; — at laft, however, 
were begun to be removed, to make 
for the deffert ; when, unfortunately, 
Baronet's coachman feizing an uncut 
placed in the difli as if ftill alive, v 
flood oppofite Clement and Mereditl 
an unlucky flourifti of his hand, made 
animal roll not only out of the dilhj 
upon Davenport's (houlder. 

Meredith, perceiving what was like 
happen, had in vain attempted to 
him from the impending danger ; bu 
tween them both they did prevent the 
pig from falling upon the floor, and rep 
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it in the diih that the terrified fervant ftillheld 
in his hand; as Lady Manfel's and Mils 
Becky*"s (creams, upon perceiving how ma- 
terial a fuiSTerer their favourite had been, ai- 
med bereft him of his few remaining fenfes. 
Sir Jeremy, in a ftill greater rage than either 
his mother or fifter, called the fellow a 
d— <1 clumfy ftupid oaf; which faconfounded 
the man, in his hafte to retreat, he let both, 
difti and pig fall the fecaid time, and while 
' he was fcrambling upon the floor to. recover 
them. Sir Jereniy, enraged beyond all en- 
durance, ftarted upon his legs, and feizing a. 
roaft duck, which flood very near him, le- 
velled it with all his might at the fervant's 
head. He did not, however,, take a good 
aim, as the duck, after grazing Meredith's 
arm, caught in old Mr. Parry's bufli wig,, who 
fat nearly oppofite at the other table, and 
brought it to the ground, to the infinite 
diverfion of every one but the Baronet, Lady,. 
andMifsManfel. 

F 4 Clement 
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Clement and Mei;editb, who had been t 
firft to laugh at their own misfortunes^ h 
fet the old gentleman fo good an examp 
that he joined moft heartily in the gene 
mirth, during which the frightened coac 
man made his efcape, and Sir Jeremy, w 
was implicated in his guilt by the effeA 
his own awkwardnefs, readily acknowledg 
he was as much to blame as the fervant* 

Lady and Mifs Manfel confotmded ther 
felves in excufes to the gentlemen, mentio 
ing feveral things proper to take out greai 
fpojts ; and Sir Jeremy accompanied the 
into another room to wafli their hands, & 
and provided Davenport with a neck-han< 
kerchief, who protefted he was not at i 
forry for what had happened, as the iadi 
could not be offended with him for littii 
ftili, out of compaflion to their olfafto 
nerves. 

Meredith was alfo happy Sir Jeremy he 
afforded him a fimilar excufe, and requefle 

Cleme; 




Glement would allow him to order the car-- 
riage the moment he wiftied to retire ;--*but 
the latter was really in fuch unufual fpirits^- 
and fo unwilling to take his kind hoft home 
a moment before he would have left. the 
party had- he been alone, that he could not- 
fubmit, he gaily told him, to >be thought ^a- 
invalid that evening.^ 

They then returned to the company ; -and, > 
to their iniinite relief, the Baronet propofed 
a bumper toaft,to'put a ftop to his mother's » 
fecevved excules. 

^ Between twelve and one the ball wais' re-' 
newcd by thofe ladies who could get part- 
ners, and thofe gentlemen who were, not too 
tipfy to ftand up ; and the dancing w^ now 
fo truly ludicrous, that Clement, who, a^xi^ 
in arm with Meredith, for fome time pa&d 
the ball-room, laughed more than he had- 
done fmce his return to England* 

F5 ' Hugh- 
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Hugh Parry was fo noify, nay even rude, 
that he was at laft compelled to fit down, 
and chofe to place himlelf on the ground 
in the arbour, which formed the orcheftra, 
to admire tlie girls' legs, he {zid; but, in 
reality, in hopes of finding an opportunity 
to greafe the fidlers' bows, and thjis fpoil 
the dancing ; when, all of a fijdden,^ he 
ftarted up, and daggering paft Clement and 
Meredith, gave them a fignificant wink, 
adding — 

" I will (hew you fome rare fun pre- 
fently," arid away he went. 

They paid very little attention to what he 
had faid, and were talking of going, wljen 
he returned with his two hands in bis coat 
pockets, and giving the friends another 
knowing look, fwore he would foon make the 
dancers caper to another tune, and refi^med 
his former feat. 



«c 
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" Now what has that filly fellow got in 
his pate ?" cried Meredith. 

" Some mifchief, if we may judge by his < 
looks," replied Clement ; " 1 own I am- 
curious to know if he will keep his pro- 
mife.'^ 

" I am of opinion the mountain will brings 
forth a moufe ; for he has a very poor head 
to execute even hisownfhallow contrivances/* 
rejoined Meredith ; " but he feems to be 
niaking his way out from among the boughs,, 
and that grin upon his countenance—^'* 

At that moment a moft tremendous and' 
unaccountable noi(e put an inftantaneousj 
fiop to both mufic and dancing; the band 
fprung from their elevated ieats,, bringing, 
their elegant arbour or awning down with, 
them. Hugh, not having been able toef- 
fe6t his efcape in. time, was entangled in the. 
decorations, and trampled upon by the fright- 
ened muhcians; the lights were nearly all 
extin^uilhed, and the fcreams of the ladieSjt 
exclamations o£ furprife of the gentlemen, 

E 6 groans 



I08 ELLESMERE. 

groans of the band, who, proftratc on the 
floor, dared not move, rendered the wlu^e a 
fcene of confulion, better imagined than de- 
fcribed. 

The Baronet, who fupported bis fainting; 
partner, the young widow, in his arms, un- 
able to move either backwards or forwards^ 
thought the houfe was felling about their 
ears, till Meredith, who had g^lefled aflrndt 
at the moment of the explofion from what it 
proceeded, called out — 

" It is only one of the empty barrels has 
burft, good folks ; you have no need to be 
fo dreadfully alarmed — ^you are in no dan- 
ger. 

But his kind endeavours to moderate the 
general panic proved ineffeAual ; and the 
company, as with one accord, ruQied down 
flairs, leaving only himfelf, Clement, and 
the author of the mifchief to examine what 
damage he had done, who fprang up the 

momenl 
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moment he found himielf alone with them, 
and rcquefted, for God *s fake, they_ would 
affift him in concealing his unlucky, prank,, 
at leaft from the ladies ; acknowledging he 
had been tempted, upon perceiving a bung- 
We open in one of the ca&s, to throw in a 
few crackers,, by way of ftartling the old 
fidlers ; he therefore went out to prepare 
fome in the Baronet's fludy, but fuppofed he 
tt^uft have overcharged them, as they went 
oflfalraoft the moment he had (having pre- 
vioufly fet light to a bit of touch-paper) 
fluflg diem into the hole, 

Meredith condemned his chikJifti folly 
Very feverely, as it might haye proved fatal 
to fome of the company, protefting he de- 
ferved to be expofed ; but, upon his promifes 
never to be guilty of fo rafli a trick again, 
he aflifted him to open the windows to let 
out the fmell of the gunpowder, and agreed 
to fay the noife proceeded from the burft- 
ing of one of the barrels, the heat having 
rarefied the foul air it might be fuppofed to 

contain s 
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contain ; — and then, having convinced then 
felves no further danj^er could arife from tl 
fcattered lights and boughs, they went dow 
to join the company, whofe alarm had n 
ther fubfided, and were now preparing t 
depart. Their ftory pafled current,and poc 
Mifs Beckv alone was blamed for what fli 
had very innocently occafioned. 

Meredith's carriage having been ordere 
juft before the buftle, the friends were th 
firft to fetofF; and as Clement's renovate 
fpirits were not abfoiotely proof againft th 
fatigue he had undergone, he retired mor 
unwell than he had been iince he had lei 
Fairfield, 
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It was near twelve before Meredith rofe, 
^d not finding Davenport in the breakfaft 
n)om, he enquired if he was ftirring? The 
fervant to whom he put the qyeftion, be- 
lieved not — his valet hadjuft carried him up 
* bafon of tea. 



Fearful he had over fatigued hiaifelf, 
^^eredith went up ftairs to make further and 
*^ore minute enquiries concerning his health, 
^he valet, whom he found in his drefling- 
^oom, told him his mafter had had a bad 
"^ight, no unufual thing with him ; but he 
hoped^ as he leemed rather fo inclined, that he 

had 
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had fallen afleep again, which he frequently 
did- when, he breakfafted in bed. 

' " Then ! will not diftlirb him/' he re- 
plied ; "I am afraid we ftaid out too late ;> 
but I hope he won't find any ferious bad 
effefts from having deviated from his ac- 
cuftomed rey^ularity. . Let^ me- know when : 
he wakes." 

During his brcakfift, he blamed' himfelf 
very feverely for not* having come home ioi* 
mediately after fupper ;. but ftill hoped- 
Davenport would not be aay material fuf* 
ferer through his complaifance, and thought 
a ride to the Caftle would both enliven and ' 
prove of fervice to him,^ He had fcarcely 
finiftied, before he was informed Clement 
was awake,. and inftantly haftened into his- 
room. . 

^* We]j,. how axe you, my dear friend ?'* ' 
was his enquiry, . as he drew near the bed ; - 

« do 
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** do you think 'you (hall be able to accom- 
pany me to Lord Ortnond's/' 

" Why I hardly know," replied Clement, 
in a lower voice than he generally fpoke ; 
I " but I will endeavour to (hake off this lazy 
fit/* 

" We certainly ftaid out too late laft 
night — but I hope you have not caught any 
cold ; give me your hand/' 

Davenport did as he defired, and the valet 
having undrawn the curtain, Meredith fairly 
ftarted lipon perceiving the altered looks of 
. his gueft : latge drops of .cold dew ftood 
upon his forehead, and his hand, though 
•Iniioft icy, was very clammy.^ 

: ** Good God ! you feem very mdifferent,** 
be exclaimed ; '* you muft have Come ad- 
vice/' 

" Don't alarm yourfelf, my kind friend ^ 
I have frequently been worfe at Fairfield 
than I am now/' 

^' That 
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** That may be ; but you are now fuf* 
fering for my folly ; — however, pray be ftill 
for the prefent — repofe and quiet will, I 
hope^ 'fee^of fervice to you; only let me 
(dnce more'&rftreat you would confider your- 
felf perfeftly at homc,'*^ 

Hurrying out of the room, exceffiVely 
fhocked with the figns of approaching diflb* 
lution that he fancied he difcerned in Daven- 
port's countenance, he blamed himfetf 
very feverely, in the firft place, for bringing 
him into Wales, without underftanding 
the nature of his complaint, and ftill more fo 
for having preffed him to accompany him to 
Sir Jeremy 's///d^ He now feared he (hould 
not be able to procure him medical ad-- 
vice he might have any opinion of, in which 
cafe he ftiould certainly have his death to aa^ 
fwer for, 

. Thus ferioufly alarmed, he refolvedtodo 
jiothing raih:yi but, ordenng his horfe, gal-, 
loped over to the Caftle^^ to coafult Lord 

^ '; i and 
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ami Lady Ortnond upon what phyfician he 
had beft call in, and what other fteps they 
might think it advifeable for him to take. 

His conntenance was fo exadt an index of 
his feelings. Lady Ormond exclaimed, the 
moment he entered — 

•^ Your friend is vvorfe, Meredith !'* 
*^ Your Ladyfhii) has guefled the purport 
of my viGt." 

He then related how he had left him, and 

what he was afraid had occafioned this fort 

* of relapfe ; declaring he would not have his 

death to anfwer for, for more than he was 

worth. 

• 

•* Why it was certainly very imprudent to 
prefs a perfon (according to your account in 
the laft ftage of a decline) to accompany 
you to what I am fure was a very riotous 
party," obferved the Marchionefs ; " and I 
think your friend is not exempt from blamo 

for 
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for complying with fo inconfiderate a 
pofal." 

Meredith warmly exculpated his 
friend, placing bis compliance with his 
pofal wholly to a wilh to oblige, which 1 
ed to predominate in all his aftions ; 
pitulating how they became acquainted 
expatiating with great feeling upon th 
row of old William, which had partia 
induced him to court the friendfhi 
Davenport. 

Both the Marquis and MarchionefS 
clared themfelves interefted in his reco^ 
and both enquired in what he fuppoie 
dejedion which attended (and mod . 
increafed his complaint) originated. 

" From feme difappointmcnt of a 
tender nature, I am of, opinion," h< 
fwered, " from the vifihie indifference 
which he feems to regard the fair lex. 
he been in mourning, I (hould have 
tempted to fufpeS: he had iofk a bel 
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wife; but that not being the cafe, I attri- 
bute his melancholy to the death, or, at all 
events, to the lofs of a favourite lady. He 
certainly has been one of the handfomeft 
men in'England, nay, I hardly know whe- 
ther he is not fo flill ; though grief and bad 
health have robbed his cheeks of their co- 
Jour, and liis eyes of their natural luflre and 
animation. His perfon is as faultleft as his 
face, and his manners and converiation are 
At once refined and fafcinating; altogether 
. te is, without exception, one of the moft 
agreeable companions I ever met with , and 
I don't think, fhort as has been our acquaint- 
ance, I could feel a much ftronger regard for 
^only brother.'* 

" Then we muft all unite in our endea- 
vours to fave fo worthy a member of the 
tonimunity," faid the Marchionefs ; " we 
muft entice him to the CaftJe — you know I 
am a very fuccefsful doftrefs myfelf;— ^but 

meanwhile let me recommend Dr. ; 

one of our grooms (hall ride over to Chep- 
flow for hijn, which will be having tiine,^ and 

do 
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do you return to your friend, who (h 
not be left alone ; defire the Dodbor to 
here on his return. Methinks I an 
anxious as yourfelf to hear his real opi 
of his fituation — it muft have been a 
fevere difappointment to have made fo 
an impreflion at fo early an age. Bu 
along, dear Meredith, while I fend oi 
exprels for the phyfician. 

He was not lefs impatient to return 
he had been to fet out ; therefore re 
complied with the Marchionefs's de 
who promifed to wait upon Mr. Daver 
herfelf the next day, if he was well eri( 
to receive ftrangers. 

To his infinite joy he found Clement 
though not much better than when, he 
him, and feated near an open window 
his drefling-room. He told him wher 
had been, and whom he expected ; agair 
preffing his fincere regret for having u 



^ 
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him to accompany him to the Baronet's//^ 

Jeaji. 

Clement, revived by a very rofrefhing 
breeze, and who thought it a matter of duty 
. to endeavour to fhake off his complaint, 
told him he was happy Lady Manfel did 
not hear him ; and added, he was much 
better, though he would readily, if the phy- 
fician he had fo kindly fent for thought 

• 

It needful, take any drugs in the Materia 
Medica, rather than eat, or even again fmell 
roaft |yg at fupper, 

^* But mine is a ftrange diforder," he 
<^ontinued, *' originating in my own folly; 
and I am perfuaded my cure depends more 
upon my recovering my reafon, than upon 
the ikill of the firft phyfician in Europe." 

" You have never tried our Welch Efcu- 
lapius's yet,'' rejoined Meredith ; " the one 
I expcdt may put you in conceit with the 
whole tribe; if not, I fhall put you under 
Lady Ormond's care, who has performed 

fome 
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fome great cures in this neighbourhood, only 
by affifting nature, (lie fays. But here comes 
the oracle ; let me requeft you would place 
fome confidence in his fkill/' 

In a few minutes Dodor »■ was (hewn 
into the dre(fing-room, and Meredith with- 
drew, to allow him to confult with his pa- 
tient, who anfwered all' the ufual queftions 
upon fuch occa(ions, and promifed to con* 
form to the trifling orders the learned man 
thought it nece(rary to give, by way of earn* 
ing the fee which was gracefully put into his 
hand, with a requeft that he would continue 
his vi(its during his ftay in Wales. 

Meredith was waiting for the phyfician in 
the hall y and, having led him into his ftudy, 
de(ired him to give him his real opinion 
of Mr. Davenport's (ituation, 

** The young gentleman is not in any im- 
mediate danger. Sir,*' he anfwered, "though 
he appears to me to be in a rapid decline ; 
3 and. 
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and, of courfq, very unfit to join any more 
f fuch gay parties as the one he was in laft 
night ; ftill I am in hopes a few gentle re- 
ftoratives, and a good night's reft, will fet 
him upon his feet aga?n — for how long I 
won't pretend to determine, as, I am forry 
to fay, I entertain very little hopes of his ab- 
folute recovery. I fhall fee him again to- 
' morrow, and fincerely hope I (hall find hinj 
as much recovered as I dare venture to ex- 
pcft/' 

He then took his leave, promising to call 
at Tregony according to Meredith's defire, 
who returned to his friend, with whom he 
pafled the day, having given orders to be 
denied to all his Welch neighbours ; — and 
when Clement, According to the phyfician's 
orders, retired to reft, as it was ftill very 
early, he paid another vifit at the caftle, and 
gave it as his firm opinion that a difap- 
pointment in love was the foundation of 
Davenport's diforder^ alledging, in fupport 

VOL. II. ' G of 
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of what he advanced, the fort of half 
knowjcdgment the invalid had made. 

*• Few men die of love,'* obferved 
Marquis : " according to your account, 
young gentleman is not deficient in poii 
underftanding — I cannot, therefore, fup 
the lofs or infidelity of a miftrefs (ex 
attended by very ftrange circumftances). 
have thus preyed upon his health. Per 
he may be inclined to be morecommur 
tive— you will then be able to form a b( 
judgment : — ^lie may be dying a marty 
the treachery of pretended friends. \ 
would have fuppofed Lord Clancaflle 
our greateft enemy ?" 

" Very true, my Lord," interru 
Meredith, ." but, like Mr. ^avenport, 
are too fond of reverting to the paft — I 
I could teach you both to look forwap 
But a-propoSy I believe I have not yet g 
you an account pf our elegant fete 

iight." 
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He then entered into a moft ludicrous de- 
ail, which banilhed, for the time, more feridus 
•efleftions from the mind of the Marquis 
3ind Marchionefs, who retained him to fup- 
per ; and when he took leave, they defired 
to have an early, and hoped a favourable, 
account of his gueft. 

He promifed to ride or walk over as foon 
as he had breakfafted ; and, if Mr. Daven- 
port was well enough, perhaps he might pre- 
tail upon him to anfwer their enquiries in 
perfon. 



/ 



tj 2 CHAP. 



124 ELLESM£R£« . 

1 



CHAP. VII. 



'LyLEMENT, having pafled a very tolerable? 
night, rofc at his ufual hour, and rejoiced 
Meredith by meeting him in the breakfaft- 
room ; and during their meal he propofcd 
walking over to the caflle, or driving him 
thither in his phseton. 



cc 



To-morrow I will be at your orders,*' 
replied Clement ; ** but I had rather be ex- 
cufed from vifiting even fuch amiable 
ft I angers as Lord and Lady Ormond to-day; 
though I mean to take a (hort ramble — but 
I muft requcft you would not hurry home 
Upon my account, much more confine your- 
feif within, as you did yefterday." 

« Well, 
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" Well, in hopes that to-morrow will 
make Lord and Lady Ormond amends for 
the difappointment I know they will fed to- 
day, I will fufFer you to follow the bent of 
your own inclinations, or elfe I could urge 
many reafons to induce you to let me drive 
you to the caflle ; however, perhaps it may 
be as well to poftpone our airing till after 
yoii have ken the phyfician, who promifed 
to be here by twelve ; io I will gallop off tb 
give in my report of my patient,- according 
to the Marquis's orders, and return in tin\e 
to congratulate my brother dodor^ upon 
your vifible amendment/* 

Having ordered his horfes, they feparatcd 
for the prefent, and .Clement ftroUed . into 
the park, from whence two foot-paths led 
to the village : the upper one bracK:hed off to 
the caftle, winding through .a couple of plea- 
lant fields which divided the two eftates;— • 
The weather being ^particularly pleafant, 
Davenport rambled farther than he had at firft 
intended, and flood for fome time furveying 

G 3 the 
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the fine profpedfc the fields already mea- 
tioned afforded ; a gate led into Tregony 
])ark, and a Terpentine walk through 
fomc beautiful plantations, appeared to lead 
to the houfe. — " This," thought he, as he 
leaned over the gate, " (hall .be the boundary 
of my promenade, elfe I (hall probably keep 
the phyfician waitiag.V — He had fcarcely 
formed the refolution, before a fort of .feint* 
nefs pervaded him, iJ^hich he could not im- 
mediately (hake off: he attributed it to the 
I>eat having overcome him, and, as he felt 
very giddy, turned a few paces out of the 
road, and feared himfell at the foe* of an 
Italian poplar ; a cold dew again came over 
him, attended with a fort of drowfinefi he 
could not account for, and he almofl inftinc- 
tively placed his arm s^ainft the tree, and 
leaned his head upon it, while his eyes invo- 
luntarily clofing, he fell into a fort of dif- 
turbed llumber ; — but he had not remained 
in this poflure more 4lian two minutes when 
a fudden noife ftartled him. 



He. 
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He opened his eyes without raifing his 
bead, and met thofe of a lady apparently 
nearforty,yetwho might dill be dlftinguiflied 
by the appeHation of a very handfome wo- . 
man : her drefs, at once plain yet falliion- 
able, convinced Davenport (he was truly 
what Lady Diana Rochdale wiQied to be ; 
be was perhaps the more ftruck with this 
ftranger, as (he evidently regarded him with 
a degree of anxiety and compaffion none but 
tlie truly benevolent feel. 

■ 

She made a fort of half ftep forward, but, 
' as if fearful of intruding, as fuddenly (lopped, 
yet found it impoffible to proceed 3 when 
Clemeat raifed his head, though weaknefs 
comoclied him ftill to lean his arm againft 
the tree, while he wiped the cold drops, 
which continued to rife upon his forehead, 
with the other hand. 

He bowed, as he fat 4>n the ground, to the 
interefting female, who contemplated, with 
increafing anxiety, thofe handfome features 

G 4 which 
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which now exhibited fuch evident marks of 
illnefs. Curtfeying, in return to his com- 
pliment — file feared he was not veiy well. 

** Can we afford 3^011 any afliftance. Sir ?" 
looking at an elderly man-fervant, by 
way of explaining her meaning, who was 
ftanding nearer the gate, the fliutting of 
which had roufed Clement, who alTured her 
he Iho.uld be much better in a few minutes. 

" I hope you will, Sir ; but I cannot con- 
fcnt to leave you fitting upon the grafs — 
you are not, perhaps, aware how liable an 
invalid is to take cold ; do me the favour to 
make ufe of thefe falts." — She put a bottle 
into his hand, which greatly revived him, atid 
enabled him to return her his thanks for the 
kind intereft ihe feemed to take in his health, 
'endeavouring to rife while he was fpeaking ; 
but the fick giddinefs, which ftill hung about 
him, increafing his debility, he Would have 
fallen to the ground if the lady had not 

calught 
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caught hold of his arm, calling to her fer^- 
vaiit — " Thomas, affift the gentleman — I am 
fure he is very ill." 

His late effort havicg greatly enfeebled 
him, Clement was forced to lean for a few 
feconds upon the fervant's fhoulder, while 
the kind female Samaritan anxioufly enquired 
if he was far from home, and if he would 
allow her to, fend for a carriage to convey 
him thither ? - 

** Your kindnefs quite overpowers me. 
Madam," 'he was juft able to articulate ; 
then, after a few moments' paufe, " I fliall 
beperfedlly able to walk ip a few minutes — 
I am much better already, and not more 
than half a mile from my prefent home," 
directing his eyes towards Meredith Houfe. 

" I am certainly addrefling Mr, Daven- 
port 1" exclaimed the lady; *Miow could 
you think of walking fo far unattended ? Ill 
as Meredith informed me you were yefter- 
day, I hardly know which of you I feel mofl 

G 5 inclined 
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inclined to blame. I was fo fearful he would . 
lead you into fomie imprudence (though i 
will allow his intentions to be excellent), that 
I was upon my road to his houfe to enquire 
after your health, and to prevent you from 
venturing out, except I found you more, re- 
covered than I am afraid you are.'* 

'* Your Ladyfhip does me infinite ho- 
iiour,'* replied Clement ;**^ if my head had 
not been flrangely confufed, I think I fhould 
fooner have gueiTed I was in the prefence of 
the Marchionefs of Ormond- — Mr. Meredith 
is at the caftle, I fhould prefurne, by this 

» 

time — he left home at the fame moment I 
did.'' 

" Then fince the one is almofl as near as 
the other, you muft accompany me home, 
Mr. Davenport; — 1 won't take a denial, if 
you are able to ^valk ; and if not, Thomas 
fliall fupport you to a bench at the entrance 
of the park, where we can wait till he returns 
with a carriage. The Marquis is very anxious 
to be introduced to you, and I will not lofe 
fight of you till I think you are better." 

'' rfind 
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*' I find myfelf infinitely fo already ; 
thanks to your condefcending attention, my 
Lady, and reviving falts. I am, therefore, 
Confident I (hall be able to reach home 
without taking another nap ; fori was more 
drowfy than ill when I fought the friendly 
fhade of that poplar. To-morrow I will 
once more venture to exprefs my gratitude 
for fuch unmeritted kindnefs ; but muft 
decline your Ladyftiip's prefent kind invita- 
tion, as I am afraid I Ihall have kept the 
medical gentleman you were fo obliging as 
to recommend, in waiting already ; and his 
time rauft be precious." 

" Not more fo than your health muft be 
to all your friends ^ therefore I Ihan't fuifer 
you to make your efcape, becaufe I fancy I 
(hall be able to prefcribe for you perhaps as 

eificacioufly as Doctor , whom I will 

neverthelefs allow to be an excellent auxi* 
liary ; but in confequence [ mean to fend for 
him the moment we reach the caftle- — for 
there you dine, if not flcep ; fo no more ex- 

G 6 cufcs. 
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cufes, I requeft,'* taking his arm, and ad- 
vancing towards the gate. 

Thus was Clement, though really highly 
flattered, rather againft his will, forced to 
accompany the benevolent Marchionefs :— 
his faintnSfs having quite gone off, exercife 
foon tinged his cheeks with a (hade of their 
former bloom ; but he was flill fo weak, that 
her Lady (hip frequently (lopped to allow him 
time to recover his breath, while (lie point- 
ed out the beauties of the furrounding pro- 
fpeft. When they came in light of .the 
hou(e, (lie fent the fervant forward with or- 
ders to detain Mr. Meredith, whom (he pre- 
fumed was ftill there, and to fend a groom 
over to wait the Doctor's arrival at Meredith 
Houfe, and to bring him to the caftle, add- 
ing: fome further inftruftions in too low a 
voice to be overheard by Clemeait. 

The man had fcarcely reached the houfe, 
before Meredith and an elderly gentleman, 
whofe venerable, yet ftill pleafing, counte- 
nance. 
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nance, and filver locks, convinced Daven- 
port it was the Marquis of Ormond, whom 
his friend had informed him was upwards of 
feventy, came out of a glafs-door which led 
upon the lawn, and advanced to meet- 
them. 

His Lordfliip, notwithftanding his age, 
was a tall fine figure; and a fort of melan- 
choly benevolent fmile, ' which generally 
played about his mouth, rendered his coun- 
tenance as pleafing as it was interefting. If 
Davenport was ftruck with the manly, ve- 
nerable, and gentlemanlike deportment of 
the Marquis, the Peer was ftill more ftruck 
with the truly elegant, though emaciated, 
figure Meredith had prepared him to ad- 
mire. A deep figh iffued from his bofom, 
while he mentally ejaculated— '' It is very 
hard to be called away at fo early an age 1" 

The moment they were near enough, the 
Marchionefs introduced her companion to 
her hufband, and then began to fcold Mere- 

4 di^^^ 9 
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dith ; averring he would, after all, have his 
friend's death to anfwer for. 

I 

Clement warmly defended the accufed 
party, while Meredith declared he was very 
happy chance had thus introduced him to 
Lord and Lady Ormond. 

** Our acquaintance began fomething in 
the fame way,'* be continued ; " and Ihave 
a fufficient fpice of romance in my difpofi- 
tion to prefer thefe fort of unexpected in- 
trodudlions, which immediately banifli all 
ceremony, and place one, from the firft 
moment, upon the footing of old acquaint- 
ance, to the formal — * Allow me, my Lord or 
my Lady, Sir or Madam, to introduce Mr. 
this, that, or t'other to your notice." 

" You will make a convert of nie in time, 
Mereditli," rejoined the Marchionefs, ** if 
all your dodtrines are as reafonable as the 
one you have juft advanced ; — formal intro- 
duAions rather impede than promote an inti- 
macy between the parties ^ but I am anxious 

to 
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to get my patient feated rather more cbm- 
fortably than when I found him.'* 

Mentioning where they had met as they 
entered the houfe, and having feen Daven- 
port take poffeffion of a large arm-chair, (he 
left the* room to prepare a reftorative (he 
thought likely to reyive his fpirits, and re- 
cruit his debilitated fiame ; and, by way of 
adding to its efficacy, chofe to prefent it 
herfelf to her gueft, who found himfelf much 
better within a quarter of an hour after 
he had taken it, and perfeftly able to mix 
in the converfation, which was kept up in 
a very lively ftrain upon his account ; 
Meredith recounting the mortification Sir 
Jeremy experienced from not having ftudied 
the Graces fo fuccefsfuUy as Hugh Parry, in 
(6 ludicrous a manner as to excite the vene- 
. rable Marquis's mirth. 

He had fcarcely finifhed his relation, before 

a fcrvant made his appearance, and faid fome- 

j6 thing 
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thing in a low voice to his miftrefs, who in- 
ftantly turning to Clement, faid — 

" The phyfician was not arrived at Mere- 
dith Houfe when my meffenger reached it, 
but he has left word where he 'will find his 
patient; and, as I fhould recommend a 
change of clothes, your valet has returned 
with him properly provided, according to 
my orders.'* 

This frefh inftance of the Marchionefs*s 
attention perfeftly reconciled Clement to 
having fuffered himfelf to be perfoaded to 
dine at the caftle ; he therefore inftantJy 
withdrew, and was (hewn into a very hand* 
fome dreffing-rcom, upon the ground-floor, 
w4iere he found his fervant and every 
neceflary &c. belonging to a gentleman's 
toilet. 

While he v/as thus employed, the phy- 
fician arrived, and was fliewn into the 
faloon. 

The 
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The Marchionefs ftated the fituation in 
; which (he had found his patient, and the 
ferious alarm his deathlike appearance bad 
given her. 



f 



" According to 'every appearance," he 
replied, " a fcvv — a very few months will dec- 
ade his fate, except a wonderful change in- 
deed takes place within that; time. ^ He has, 
atprefent, all the moll dangerous fymptoms 
of his complaint- — which is certainly a deep 
decline ; cough excepted, which rather leads 
me to hope his lungs are not fo much afFeft* 
ed as might have been fuppofed, and that 
there is no very immediate danger, though 
I dare not take upon me to enfure his life for 
a month." 

" I almofl begin to with," rejoined 
Meredith, ** chance had never thrown me 
in his way ; for I never felt fo flrotog an at- 
tachment for any man of my own age, as I 
do for Davenport. I therefore brought him 
into Wales in hopes of effeding his cure, 

inftead 
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inftead of which I have, perhaps^ been ac- 
celerating his death." 

" Let us hope/*vfaid the Marcliionjefs. 

The entrance of Clement prevented her 
from proceeding* The phyilcir.n blamed 
him for venturing out in the heat of the day, 
efpecially on foot; and then, having taken 
him to one of the windows to make the ufual 
enquiries, endeavoured to infpire him witii 
greater hopes of his recovery than he himfelf 
entertained, and particularly advifed riding 
on horieback, provided he mounted one 
remarkably gentle. 

** Your's does not come under that deno- 
mination, Mr. Davenport," obferved Mere- 
dith. " You are an excellent horfeman, I 
^ will allow ; but I have feveral times thought 
his fpirit more than equal to your ftrength. 
I muft procure you one of our country 
ponies." 

^'^ The one I ride, whenever I do venture 
my neck," faid the Marquis, " is verym^tch 

' at 
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at Mr. Davenport's fervice. I will be an- 
fvverable for his gentlenefs ; indeed he is re- 
markably docile, and (6 fure-footed, you 
may let his bridle lay upon his neck, even 
upon a defcent, vvithaut running any rifk ; 
1 therefore requeft, my young friend, you 
[ would confider him wholly at your orders 
during your flay in Wales." 
" I never was more at a lofs to exprefs my 
[' high fenfe of your Lordftiip's condefcenfion,'* 
[ replied the grateful Davenport. " Qratitude, 
la the extreme, was almoft the firft fenfation 
I experienced ; and I cm Of^ly compare thofe 
[. fiiends I muft ever regret, to thofe I have (o , 
ifecently acquired ; — congefti^l virtues i^nuft 
iufpire fimilar reverence.*' 

" I fliall not allow you thus to over-rajt^ 
ip fimple an offer, young gentleman," re- 
joined the Marquis, " I fincerdy wilh you 
better, as you are ftill at an age t^ ^lypy life. 
The lofs of the beft, nay, the deajeft friends, 
ftould not put us out of conceit with the 
world — it is what the young muft Aeceffarily 
> expedt 
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expeft — no one is exempt from their (hare 

of trouble — I fpeak feelingly ** 

** And fenfibly, my Lord,'* interrupted 
the phyfician. " I could not with to le^ve 
my patient in better hands. — I hope I (hall 
find you able to mount his Lordfliip's poncy 
to-morrow, Mr. Davenport ; therefore, not 
to keep you at home, I won't vifit you till 
the evening.*' 

He then made a general bow, and took hh 
leave of the company, who entered into a 
very agreeable converfation till dinner. 

The Marquis thought Clement's remarks 
upon their neighbours particularly judicious, 
untinftured with fatire, and ftrongly indica- 
tive of the innate goodnefs of his heart: 
and with difficulty fuppreffed a riling (igh 
when he refleded a few — a verj' few month 
might decide the fate of this intereftinj 
youth, who rofe fo rapidly in his efteem.— 
He earneftly joined in Lady Ormpnd's re 
queft that he would fleep at the caftle.— 

Gcinj 
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Going out even in a carriage, after fun-fet, 
ought to be avoided by people of delicate 
conftitutions, her Lady 111 ip urged ; and, as 
cbntinual change of air was alfo recom- 
mended, for his complaint, the Marquis re- 
guefted that he would fleep alternately at 
the caftle and Meredith Houfe — his nephew 
was equally at home at both, and fo he hoped 
his friend would foon think himfelf ; — while 
Clement ajflured them he needed no entreaties 
to come into any plan which would permit 
:i)im to enjoy the Matquis and Marchionefs 
'<: ot Qrmond'^ fociety. 



I 



t , . I •! % — . . . , 



CHAP. 






14^^ £LL£$M£R£. 



CHAP. VIIL 



A HE following morning, as neith 
nor Lady Ormond would hear of th 
friend's returning home before dim 
dedicated to furveying a very fine cc 
of pictures, which had been great 
ipented by the prefent owner of the 
and they were preparing for a ramble 
pleafure grounds, when Sir Jeremy 
was announced; who, after the firi 
pliments, told Clement that it v 
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d his friend were, he knew he might take 
tKe liberty of following them to the caftle. 

The Marquis politely aflured him he 
mufl- ever be a welcome gueft ; and Mere- 
dith hoped he had paid his compliments to 
the rival belles before he had thought of 
vifiting even an invalid male friend. 

*• Again at your hard words, Edwin ; — 

but I did fee both the widow and my Lady 

. yefterday, and liked the reception I met with 

; from the one fo much better' than that the 

■ 

[^ ether gave me, that I fhall flick to the folid, 
. and leave Hugh Parry to provide kickOiaws 
for Lady Dy. ; — he was there when I called, 
and joined her in laughing at my fupper j — 
they fliould chufe the diihes, I told them, 
the next time I invited them y and I promife 
you that (han't be in this King's reign. — Let 
' them make a match of it, and fee what 
old Parry will give them to begin the world 
upoij.^ Egad ! they will jump at a roaft pig 

or 
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or a firloin of beef before the twelvemonth is 
over their head." 

Meredith declared this was all pique ; a 
fmile from Lady Diana, or a well-turned 
compliment, would fet all to rights again. 

" You never was more miftaken, Edwin," 
retorted the Baronet ; " the name of Manfel 
Ihall be extindt before I will give it to fucli 
a made-up, conceited, proud, fine lady ; — 
why, Mrs. Cleremont tells me fhe paints, and 
is nearer forty than twenty." 

" Such aflertions are excufable in her fair 
rival," faid the Marchionefs ^ "let us con- 
tent ourfelves with faying fhe improves na- 
ture. However, no difrefpedt to her Lady- 
Ihip, I think the young widov/ will make 
much the beft wife. But are you for a walk, 
Sir Jeremy, and will you give us your com- 
pany at dinner ?" 

" With all my heart, my Lady, if you and 
this good company will excufe my drefe." 

They 
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. They now fallied forth, arid pointed out 
every thing worthy of obfervation to the 
invalid, ,whom the Marchionefs would not 
fuffer to oyer fatigue himfelf ; they therefore 
returned into the faloon between two and 
^ 'three, the ufual time for them to receive let- 
ters and newfpapers — they were not arrived ; 
politics, neverthelefs, became the fubjedt of 
their difcourfe, and Sir Jeremy was advifing 
Meredith to offer himfelf for the county at 
the next General Eleftion, when the groom 
of the chambers brought in feveral letters 
. knd a couple of newfpapers ; the former were 
"'jMtfented to the Marquis, who was fo eager 
to open one, he did not even pay hisguefts 
the ufual compliment previous to his break- 
ing the feal. 

The Marchionefs, whofe anxiety more 
than equalled his, aflced, even before it was 
unfolded, if it was from the Counfellor ? 

" It is, my love," he anfwered ; " but 

depend upon it, intelligence of any import- 

VOL. II. H ance 
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ance would not have travelled fo flowly,** look- 
ing it over while fpeaking. — " As I forefaw," 
he v/ent on, *^ no one has yet appeared to 
claim the reward ; and Heaven only knows 
whether any one ever will !" 

The Marchionefs fighed deeply, and 
walked towards erne of the windows to con- 
ceal her emotion. 

Davenport, whofe gratitude made him 
feel particularly interefted in the concerns of 
this worthy couple, willied he was more 
an fait oi. their family hiftory ; his eyes in- 
voluntarily followed the Marchionefs, and 
he felt them gliften upon perceiviag (he was 
endeavouring to conceal the pearly drops 
which ftrayed down her cheek ; — having ra- 
ther Qonquered her emoti6n,*{he took out her 
pocket-book, and haftily unfolded a piece 
of lilver paper, out of which fell two fmall 
oval pieces of card, each contaiaing a letter 
very neatly cut out, the contour of the oval 
fuaiiing a fort of frame for them. — She 

' inftantly 




£LL£SMER£. I47 

inftiantly (looped to recover them, but not 

before Davenport had caught a tranfient 

glance of them, and, had it been at all con- 

fiftent With common politfenefs, or could fhe 

have framed any proper excufe for making 

fuch a requeft, he would have liked to have 

taken a nearer furvey of them. 

She continued gazing at them, forgetting 
where (he was, till the Marquis having 
finifhed another letter, perceiving how (he 
was employed, faid— 

" How can you be fo childi(h ?'* 

" I was refledting. Marquis, that it is juft 

one-and-twenty years, this very day, (ince 

thefe were ufed," replacing them sin her 

pocket-book, " and (ince I firft knew real 

vforrow 1" 

*' I hate melancholy refleftions. Mar- 
chionefs," faid Meredith j ^* (hould- the 
prefent method fail of the de(ired effed:, we 
muft think of fome other ; — I (han't defpair 
of fuccefs for thefe ten years yet." 

H 2 " You 
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*• You are always trying to ipfpin 
vflth hopes, Meredith, which I fear 
never be realized. He may be out o 
reach of a newfpaper— perhaps unable tc 
one — perhaps, alas ! no more !'* 

" I wiQi you would pleafe to confide 
bright, as well as the dark, fide of the < 
tion, Marchionefs," rejoined Merec 
** you might have continued in your fo 
ignorance," 

" It would havebeen almoft preferat 
my prefent (late of fufpenfe," (he rep] 
feating herfelf near a fmall table which! 
oppofite Clement, who had placed hin 
by her defire, upon a fofa, and was 
fo much abforbed in his own refledlions, 
he was almoft unconfcious where he was 
her Ladyfliip, taking up one of the pa 
broke in upon his reverie. 

An advertifempnt, as he fuppofed, ii 
third column of the firft page, for : 
minutes fixed her attention , her con 
nance varied as (he read, and flie rema 
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in 3, thoughtful pofture after fhe had con- 
cluc3ed ;:— when fhe fuddenly exclaimed — 

** I think I could make an alteration j 
M^a^rquis, in our appeal to the public, 
wtkich might make it more ftriking.*' 

^^ Then pray fet about it, my love, and 
I '^A^ill forward it exprefs to the printer.— 
Meanwhile fuppofe you give us the news of 
the day ; — what paper do you confider as 
the beft, Mr. Davenport ?*' 

** I am pofitively no judge, my Lord y 
for I have not looked into one fince my re- 
turn to England, which was the firfl week 
in May/' 

** You are lately returned from the Grand 
Tour then, I prefume^ Sir ?'* faid the Mar- 
cliionefs. 

" I left England with that view, my 
I—adyj but fome unfprefeen circumftances 
prevented me from fulfilling my intentions." 

His cheeks glowed at the bare recollec- 
tion of the unfortunate engagement which 

H J had 
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had put a flop to his travels ; — the Mar- 
chionefs perceived his emotion, and, fearful 
flie had unintentionally revived fome dis- 
agreeable reflcftions, (he began to read aloud 
the paper Ihe held — Hopping between whiles*- 
either to make, or liften to her auditors^ 
comments upon the news ^ at Jaft Ihe cam^ 
to the following 



paragraph: 



" We are informed the falhionable young 
heir, not a hundred miles from Watford, as 
celebrated for his illuftrious origm as for hb 
late matrimonial, or more eafy, connection, 
has been ordered by the Faculty to try the 
waters and balfamic air of the Montpelier 
of England." 



" Now what the deuce can that mean, 
my Lady ?" exclaimed Sir Jeremy ; " for I 
will be hanged if it is not Greek and Latin 
to me.'* 

« Thefe 
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" Thefe fort of witticifms, as they are mif- 
named, Sir Jeremy/' replied the Marchionefs, 
"are foJdotn very intelligible, left. they 
ftiould prove the foundation of a profecution 
for a libel," trery unintentionally raifing her 
eyes upon Clement, whofe vifible confufion 
foon rendered it as intelligible to her, as it 
evidently was to him. 

Meredith had guefled whom it was levied 
at,« the moment the Marchionefs had con- 
cluded J and now, by way of relieving his 
friend, faid, in a gay tone — 

" A man muft be of fome confequence in 

the world to excite the malice of thefe wit- 

• 

lings; and I think the beft charadters are 
frequently the moft expofed to their la(h," 

" I believe you are right, Meredith," faid 
the benevolent Marquis ; " the Arijiides of 
the age are fure to meet with no mercy from 
fuch fcribblers.!' 

H4 The 
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The Marchionefs continued to rea 
cefiively hurt at the cruelty of thof 
could fport with the feelings of fo am: 
young man in fuch a fituation ; and, t 
of giving him time to recover himfe 
got up when (he had finilhed her taik 
approaching one of the windows, once 
took out her pocket-book, faying — 

** I will write down the alteration I 
tioned, while it is frefli in my mind." 

The Marquis, not lefs confiderate, 
the Baronet and Meredith to anothe 
gaging them in a political difpute, f( 
Sir Jeremy (hould again advert to the 
graph which had fo cruelly difcon 
their gueft ; who took up the paper th 
ment the Marchionefs laid it down 
turned to the kind innuendo which mul 
i*as fenfible, have greatly excited th 
riofity of the company. It was the pr( 
tion offomeof his Watford acquain 
he was" convinced ^ but he was fo an 
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to rfead the advertifement which feemed fo 
deeply to intereft the Marchionefs, that 
he would have read it the moment he 
took the paper, had not he been fear- 
ful his curiolity would have been remarked ; 
bxxt no one was now looking at him — ht 
therefore haftily turned to it, and read as 
follows 



" TEN THOUSAND POUNDS REWARD. 

** Whereas, it has lately been difcovered, 
that the infant fon of a noble family was, for 
the bafeft of purpofes, about one-and-twenty 
years ago, removed from under the protec- 
tion of his parents, who were led to believe 
him no more, a dead child having been fub- 
ftituted in his (lead, to further this iniquitous 
deception ; there is every reafon to believe, 
from the confeffion of one of the accom- 
plices in this vile plot, that he is ftill living ^ 
in which cafe he bears the mark of two 
vowels, duplicates of which are in his pp'-ents' 
' hands, who dare not be more explicit, for 

H 5 fear 
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fear of expofing themfelves to a further Ira- 
poStion i and if this advertifement attrads 
his notice, he will need no further elucidatior 
of its meaning. — But (hould it £aM into th« 
hands of any one knowing a youth, whotc 
they may reafonably fuppcfe is the perfoi 
thus reclaimed, they Iliall, upon afcertain 
ing his prefentrelidence (admitting they wen 
not miftakcn in their conjedtures), receive thi 
above-mentioned reward, upon aj^plying t< 
Mcflrs. j. and S. Inner- Temjde." 



To define ^C!emcnt*s fenfations whil 
perufing the above, would be impoflible 
the paper dropped from his hand as Ke con 
eluded — his feet gave way at the lame ir 
ilarit, and his head and right arm fell ovc 
the corner of the fofa againft: which he ha 
been leaning. 

The fall of the papery made the Marchi< 
nefs turn her head, and catch a glance < 
what appeared to her his Lift ftmgglc fi 

lif 
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Ufe^ as he was vainly endeavouring to give 
uttr^rance to his emotion at the moment his 
fenfcs forfook him. She fcreamed out, and 
running towards the fofa, raifed the life- 
lefs head, while, in fpeechlefs agony, (he 
pointed to the no lefs terrified Meredith to 
unloofc his neck -handkerchief, which he iri- 

ftantly took off, and then unbuttoned his 

fliirt- collar. 

** Does he breathe ?*' enquired the Mar- 
quis, whofe big tears chafing each other down 
his venerable cheeks, belpoke him by no. 
nieans an unconcerned fpeftator of the me* 
r lancholy fcene. 

** I hope fo,"^ replied Meredith ; " his 
heart beats.!' 

** Let me fupport his head, my Lady ?'* 
&id the Baronet ; *' that d d newfpaper 
has all this to anfwer for !" , 

At that moment Clement heaved a gentle 
figh. 

t 
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' " The Lord be praifed !*' exclaimed the 
Marchiohefs, her firft terrors rather fubfidiilg, 
and holding the falts to his nofe. 

In a few moments the invalid opened his 
eyes, but was too much agitated to aiifwer 
the kind enquiries that aflailed him on all 
fides ; the cold dew no longer flood upon 
his forehead — it flowed down his pallid 
cheeks, and he trembled fo much, that the 
Marchionefs ftill thought him dying, 

" Send this moment for the phyfician^ 
my Lord," looking at her hufband, ' 

But Clement made a fign, with his. left^ 
hand, to forbid the order, while he raifed 
liis right-arm, and put it round the Mar- 
chionefs's waifl as (he flood — a liberty (lie 
was not fenfible of, till ill e felt the gentle 
preflure which fucceeded the aftion ; while, 
in a voice fcarcely articulate, he uttered — 



" Am I fo blelTed- 



»> 



A violent 



^ 
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A violent flood of tears, which had greatly 
impeded his utterance, now relieved his 
burfting heart. 

^^ What is it you mean, Mr. Davenport ?'* 
cried the Marchionefs — a thoufand vagud 
conjectures floating in her mind. 

f 

Without anfwering her, he put out his 
Jeft-hand to the Marquis, who kindly preflTed 
it, faying— 

" You will foon be better, my young 
friend ; — ^what can we do to relieve you ?" ' 

" Acknowledge me for your fon!" he 
faintly exclaimed ; — his enervated arm at the 
fame moment releafing the Marchionefs from 
his embrace, 

" Merciful God !" (he fcreamed; and, in 
the firft moments of lier frantic joy, would 
have flrangled her fon, if the unexpeded 
difcdvery had not proved too much for her 
Ipirits. 

S. Agitated 



4^ 
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Agitated as (he had already been, Mere- 
dith (upported her to the other end of the 
fofa 5 while the Marquis, falling upon both 
knees, returned his thanks where they were 
mod due, though he hardly dared to credit 
the truth of Clement's aflertions ; — there- 
fore, preffing more fervently the hand he had 
not fufFered him to withdraw — 

• • • 

" May I believe what I heard ? Are ybu 
indeed my long loft, much regretted fon ?*' 

" With one foot in the. grave, can your 
Lordfhip fufpeft me of deceit ? — It will be 
one-and- twenty years to-morrow fince I fell 
into the hand of the lady whofe name I 
bear; and, till this moment, I have been 
ignorant to whom I owed my birth. — If 
A. O. inferted in ovals, fimilar to thofe 
Lady Ormond (for I dare not call her mo- 
ther till you havp anfwered my queftion) 
let fall, impreffed upon the calves of. my 
legs, are the marks by which your fon was 
dilliHguiflied " 



(C 



They 



^ 
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** They are — they are — my only, my beft- 
beloved child," interrupted the Marquis, 
flarting up with more alacrity than he had 
dilplayed for the laft twenty years ; and 
folding his fon in his aged arms, while he 
blelied him with a degree of paternal fer- 
vour, which was a moft reviving cordial to 
the enraptured Clement, who returned his 
eaibrace as warmly as his (Irength would 
permit ; and, in a few feconds, the Mar- 
chionels was able to participate in their mu- 
tual joy. 

Clement, as anxious to difpel her doubts 
3.S thole his father entertained, repeated what 
he had told the Marquis ; acknowledging;, 
that the half hints (he had dropped, and {:)ar- 
ticularly the ovals Ihe had taken out of her 
pocket-book, had raifed his curiofity fo 
tnuch, that he believed he (hould have afked 
^^'Icredith for fome fort of explanation, if the 
advertifement had not fo effe<5lually eluci- 
dated the myftery. 



He 
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He had been unbuttoning his breeclx 
knees while he wasfpeaking, and no.v, ford 
down his ftockings, iie difcovered the v 
two letters the Marchionefs was lo choice of^ 
who caught hitii once aiore to her bofom.^ 
calling him her dear Albert Ormond — he 
long regretted, long lamented fon. 



Sir Jeremy, who, " albeit unufed to th< 
melting mood,*' with gliftening eyes, and- 
fwearing fomething ftuck in his throaty 
wiflied the Marquis joy from the bottom of 
his fouL 

Meredith declared he never had been fo 
terrified, and fo rejoiced, in his whole life 5 
and hoped the Marchionefs would allow — 

" That you have been lAy better genius^ 
Meredith," putting out her hand,*which he 
raifed to his lips ; and then warmly con- 
gratulated the happy Clement, who affured 
him that the being able to^claim a relation- 
(hip to him, greatly increafed his fatisfaftion. 



Txr.ii 
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*' Well, you may believe me if you pleafe,'* 
obtruded Sir Jeremy, " but I will fweai*, the 
very firft time I faw Mr. Davenport, I 
thought him very like the Marchionels ; and 
ifhcwasin better be .kh, the refembhnce 
would be very difcemrole." 

• This unfortunate fpeech reminded the 
Marchionefs fo ftrongly of the phyfician*s 
prognoflics concerning this darling fon, that 
flie vainly endeavoured to check a violent 
flood of tears, occafioned by the bitter re- 
flexion, that there was every reafon to (up- 
pofe he would precede her to the grave. — 
The Marquis participated in her fears, and 
mentally ejaculated, " The Lord giveth, and 
the Lord taketh away, bleffed be the name 
of the Lord V* while he gazed with rap- 
turous delight upon his animated counte* 
nance, in which he fancied, like Sir Jeremy, 
he traced a great likenefs of his wife. 

The Marchionefs had but juft dried her 
tears, which (unwilling to aflign the real 

caufe 
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caufe of them) fhe attributed to excefs < 
joy, when the butler entered, to inform ther 
that dinner was upon table. The Mar 
chionefs, feated clofe by her Ton, held oa 
of his hancis within her's, while her othe 
arm encircled bis waifl, which, added t 
Clement's difordered drefs, and the apparec 
fatisfadion of the Marquis, io furprifed th 
fervant, that he Teemed to doubt the evidenc 
of his eyes. 

Sir Jeremy, highly diverted by his vifib 
aftoniQiment, cried — 

" What the deuce ails the fellow!" in : 
ludicrous a tone, that the happy party a 
loft their gravity, 

** That young gentleman is my long lo 
fon, Saunders,*' faid the Marquis, in an in 
preflive tone, *^ the Earl of Ellefmere.- 
Let all my houfhold participate in the joyf 
unexpcfted difcovery ; but remember, I a 
admit of no revelry, or noify hilarity, t 
my fon is in better health." 

Tl 
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The tremor which hung upon his voice, 
as he delivered the latter part of his orders,, 
ftrengtheiied his words. Saunders bowed 
obedience, and ventured to expreis his heart- 
felt fatista(5tion. 

, " Now you would not have believed tne,'* 
f^d the Baronet, ** if 1 had told you that 
was your young Lord ; nay, you hardly feem 
to credit the Marquis,'* 

Saunders certainly haid had fome difficulty 
to credit both his eyes and dars j but the 
Marquis's emotion enforced belief, and he 
liaftened out to obey his Lordfhip's orders, 
oot a little proud of being the herald pf fuch. 
good news. 

Upon rifing, Clement caught fight of him- 
-If in a large pier-glafs. '^ Burfting out 
^Ughing, he obferved, " Saunders might well 
>e furprifed," and would have gone into his 
^Wn room ; but the Marchioriels- would not. 
Wovj him, remarking, he furely would not 

> now 
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now fuppofe it neceflary to (land upon cere- 
mony. 

Sir Jeremy, protcfting he was an excellent 
valet, begged leave to aflift hiiii 5 antici- 
pating, with infinite drollery, the various 
remarks of the neighbourhood upon this 
fortunate difcovery. The moment thfey en- 
tered the eating-parlour, he took an oppor- 
tunity to addrefs the Earl by his title, by 
way of confirming the news the fervants had 
juft learned, which they had not been able 
to difcufs. 

Clement's valet was the moft incredulous 
of the whole party, though Sir Jeremy's ad- 
drefs to his mailer rather daggered him. He 
took his flation, as ufual, behind his chair, 
and was fo attentive to the endearing appel- 
lations by which the Marquis and Mar- 
ch ionefs courted their fon to do honour to 
the repaft, 'and to the found of his title, 
which Sir Jeremy never omitted, he obliged 
the newly difcovered Earl frequently to call 

twice 
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tmcfe for what he happened to want ; but, 
before he left the room, felt his own confe- 
qucnce increafe, upon the conviction that- 

hiis mafter really was a Nobleman. 

I- 

. The moment the deflert was placed upon 
the table, the venerable Marquis, happy as 
hc'felt -himfelf, ftill wanted fomething to 
n^ife his fpirits, therefore pufhed the bottles 
about very briikly, and his young compa- 
libns found themfelves perfectly inclined tp 
fccond him ; till the March ionefs, who, con- 
trary to her ufual cuftom, had remained at 
table, could not help hinting her fears when 
ihe thought her Ton had drank enough ; and 
was very happy to hear him fay, though he 
bad feldom of late made fo free with the 
bottle, that he felt much better for his little 
cxcefs. 

When they returned into the faloon, the 
Marchionefs infilled upon his refuming his 
feat upon the fofa, and ^dvifed^bis endea- 
vouring to take a nap. 

"I never 



IL 



V o- 



refledions which I had the folly to e] 
rage, thougR 1 can hardly helpfancj 
am enjoying a pleafant dr^am. — Ho^ 
dear parents, came we to be fo ignon 
out confanguinity ; or rather, for whai 
purpofes was I removed from your care ? 
lady, who fo charitably, fo bencvol 
refcued me from e^very concomitant c\ 
tending the moft abjeft poverty,* ever 
pofed me the illicit offspring of fome m 
ing-foldier's female companion." 

He then briefly related how he fell 
the hands of Mrs. Davenport, and the 
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** I am afraid," the Marcbionefs con- 
tinued, " flie is no more ; but it fo, (lie is 
already reaping the fruits of her 'godlike vir- 
• . tues ; — you hinted that you had loft a dear 
aac3 valuable fri.end, my fon ?" 

Clement confirmed her conjeftures, ex- 
patiating, with the moft gratrful warmth^ 
upon the maternal tendernefs (he had ever 
- dilplayed for him — the liberal education flie 
had beftovved upon him — always intending 
'to make him the heir to her name and for- 
tune — an intention her laft will had amply 
Confirmed, 

The Marquis and Marchionefs liftened in 

fi^lent rapture and admiration to his animated 

*ti^artfclt eulogiums of his revered beriefac- 

trefs, in whofe praife they were not lefs 

eloquent. 

Meredith obferved that Lord EUefmere 

Itemed formed to make himfelf friends of 

everv one who noticed him, from his earlieft 

age — " Now had you been as ugly and as ill- 

tenipered. 



i 
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tempered, ais yoii were the exadt reverie, 
when Mrs. Davenpoit met with you, my 
handlbme coufin, I am afraid, much as I 
reverence — nay, almofl: adore her for her be- 
nevolence — (he could not have felt fo greatly 
interefted in your haplefs deftiny; — and is 
not the continuance of her friendfliip ^ 
undeniable proof of the excellence of your 
difpofition ? — for would (he have beftowed 
her fortune upon you, if you had not givea 
her reafon to bel ieve you were worthy fuch x 
mark of the ftrong afFedtion (he bore the 
child of her adoption ?" 

" She endeavoured to inftil her own ex- 
cellent principles into my youthfiil mind,'* 
replied Clement, " therefore, perhaps, ren* 
dered me more deferving of her generous 
bounty; and, without difclaiming what I 
never conlider as a compliment, as a pleaiing 
countenance or a good figure are certainly 
not to be reckoned among a, man or woman's 
good qualities, flill I will allow being, as I 
have been aflured, a very handfome child 
might be in my favour; but had I even 

been 
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been particularly homely, I am convinced 
Mrs. Davenport would have provided for me 
in feme way or other," 

** All I can fay,'* r. quoth Sir Jeremy, " is, 
that your Lordfhip has been in high luck ; 
for a hundred women might havb broke 
their necks in Wales, and each have left a 
child behind them, without any of them 
being adopted as you were j — nay, T dare fay 
they would all have been fufFercd to go to 
any parifti that X'* ould have taken the charge 
of them, except Lady Ormond had heard 
of their misfortunes ; and though (lie could 
hot fo well have adopted them, I am fure, 
if they had not been claimed, (he would have 
provided for them/' 

•* I feel myfelf highly flattered by your 
kind exception, Sir Jeremy," fdid the Mar- 
chionefs; "never having been put to a 
fimilar trial, I can't pretend to fay how far I 
might have deferved it. But I am anxious 
to relieve my dear fort's fufpenfe, and to ac- 
count for his being in the hands of that vile 
woman, who paid fo dearly for her treachery. 

VOL, ir. I It 
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It was a very deep laid fcheme, my deic 
Clement (the name I ffiall always give you 9 
out of refpedl to your bed friend's memory) 9 
or the advertifements Mrs. Davenport {o 
kindly inferted, defcribing your features an< 
thofe marks, muft have ultimately led t 
this joyful recognition, and would have inx — 
mediately difcovcred the iniquity of Lor^ 
Clancaftle's vile agents ; — but at that tin^e 
we fuppofed you dead, and laying in our 
village church, — therefore, had we read what 
had befallen your fuppofed mother, it would 
not even have excited our curiofity ; befides 
the marks you bear were affixed upon you 
after you were removed from this houfe.— 
To make myfelf dear, I mufl revert to many 
pail circumftances," beginning the promifed 
narrative ; which, with the reader's leave, 
we will undertake to relate, while Lady 
Ormond is elucidating the myftery which 
has hitherto hung over his birth, to her fbn^ 
having vanity enough to fuppofe we may be 
able to do it with rather more accuracy* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 






A HE Marquis of Ormond was defcended 
from a very long line of illuftrious anceftors 
on either fide, no lefs confpicuous for their 
virtues than their rank. He became maftei: 
of a princely fortune and this ancient title, 
very early in life, and, foon after his return 
from the Grand Tour, he married the 
daughter of a very rich country gentleman, 
of the name of Meredith, the grandfather 
of the prefent owner of the houfe of that 
name, which, as has been already obferved, 
was in the vicinity of Tregony Caftle, the 
principal feat of the Ormond family, who 
were of Welch extraftion. 

I 2 Such 
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Such an alliance greatly increafed the 
fequence of the Merediths, and induce 
M irchionefs's only brother, as has bee 
la ted, to feleft a titled lady for his co 
nion for life ; he had once a(|)ired tc 
hand of Lady Laura Ormond, the Marc 
lifter and ward, but found the pride o 
Ormonds too much centered in that 
to permit her to overlook his want of a 

Indeed Lady Laura, though far 
handfome, was fo difficult in her choice 
hufband, that (lie remained a fpinfter ti 
had efUered her eight-and-twentieth ; 
at which period (the Marquis having 
married near ten years without having 
iflue, and as his title and eftatei, in ca 
continued cbildlefs, would defcend tc 
fifter's fons, if (lie had any) an Irifli ] 
who was the rage of the day, unwillic 
ancient a title (liould become extinft, c 
ed I is hand to herLady(hip, and was, 
til*. uU concurrence of her brother, graci< 
accepted. 
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The Eirl of Clancaftle, who married 
folely in hopes of feeing the Ormond title 
and eftates defcend to his eldeft fon, was an 
kifliman by birth. His father, who was by 
trade a fifl!ien-nan, l>aving, by dint of uncom- 
mon induftry, faved a tolerable fum of 
money, determined to make a gentleman of 
this hib only fon ; therefore 1x>und him ap- 
prentice to a filverfmith in Dublin. — 
The neceflary confinement foon became irk- 
fome to young Patrick ; and finding his com- 
plaints unheeded by his father, he ran away 
at the end of twelve months, and got - on 
boai# a man of war. 

s 

He was tiow in hi? fixteenth yearj and 
had received a very tolerable education^ that 
is, he could write and read, and was very 
expert in navigation. He had taken this 
ftep juft at the commencement of a war, 
during which he hoped fufiiciently to fig- 
nahzc himfelf to obtain promotion ; and, as 
be was a very ftriking figure, a very good- 
feilor, and remarkably daring, he was foott- 

13 noticed. 
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noticed, and in a fhort time patronized, by 
his Captain. 

Before he had been on board a fortnight, 
he quarrelled with a lad rather older and 
ftouter than himfelf, and a defperate battle 
enfued : his antagonift, a Welchman, had 
never been beat, but was now forced to 
yield the palm of victory to the undaunted 
Patrick ; and from that moment the two 
combatants became fworn friends. 

The next exploit of the young hero was, 
to ufe his own terms, doufing the enemy's 
colpprs during a very (harp engagement be- 
tween his fhip and a French man of war of 
fuperior metal. This adion, and the un- 
common intrepidity he difpfayed, induced 
his Captain to promote him to the rank of 
Midfhipman, and continuing to deferve the 
reputation, for ikill and bravery, he had fo 
early gained, at the age of forty-two he was, 
made aa Admiral ; and very fpeedily ai^er 
his promotion, obtained fo complete a vic- 
tory 
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tory over an enemy's fleet, that he obtained 
a Peerage and a penfion. — His birth was for- 
gotten in his recent honours, and the Right 
Hon. Patrick Killarney, Earl of Clancaftle, 
and Baron Killarney, Vice Admiral of tl}e 
Blue, &c. &c. was expofed in every print- 
ftiop, and the theme of general converlation 
and applaufe. 

The ladies in particular, as he was a fingle 
man, were lavilh in their encomiums of his 
manly figure, martial air, &c. therefore, 
having purchafed a fmall feat in the neigh- * 
bourhood of Tregony, he foon increaied his 
confequence by an alliance with the noble 
and ancient Houfe of Ormond. 

His father had been dead fome time ; and 
if he had any other relations, they were not 
poor enough to be troublefome ; or, what 
was more likely, were ignorant of every thing 
that had befel him • from the moment he 
quitted Dublin. 

I 4 The 
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The birth of two fons and a daughter, m 
the courfe of eight years, greatly increafed 
his felicity, as his brother-in-law ftill con- 
tinued childlefs 5 and foon after the birth of 
Lord Clancaftle's younger fon^ the Mar- 
chionefs of Ormond quitted this world for a 
better. 

The Earl, now an Admiral of the White, 
already in imagination law his eldefl: ion 
Marquis of Ormond, his daughter a Duchefs^ 
and himfelf a Knight of the Garter, BritiQi 
Peer, &c. &c. in (hdrt, in pofieflionof tJvery 
honour likely to gratify his infe-tiabSe atnbi* 
tion. He refolved his two fon^ Ihould enter 
the Navy, that they might add to the laurels 
which already graced his broW ; for could he 
doubt their being equally brav^ aad eqaally 
fuccefsful ? 

Dame Fortune, however^ can be capricious^ 
and had a ftroke in referve for him he nei- 
ther dreaded nor expedled,. never having, 
apprehended the Marquis of Ormond, at the 

advancect 
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advanced age of fifty-five, would think of 
marrjing again ; — but Love had otherwife 
ordained. His Lordflbip had long been in 
habits ofintimacy with the Duke of Orniond 
and had been godfather to his only daugh- 
ter, who very unintentionally robbed him of 
his heart the firft time he faw her at Court 
after the death of his late wife. Peffe6tly 
fenfible of the extreme difference in their age, 
as Lady Albinia Foitefcue wasbut juft turned 
of eighteen, for fome time he dared not 
venture to mention the wishes Love led him 
to entertain ; and when he did hii^t them t& 
th€ Duke of Ormond, he requefted that 
they might not be permitted to interfere^ 
with her Ladyfhip^s own idea of happinefs ; 
Ihe was therefore left at full liberty to rejeift 
or accept his offer, as beft accorded with her 
own' inclination. 

The Marquis was ftill a very fine figure, 
looked remarkably young of his age, and 
v^^as fo gay, and fo perfectly good-humoured, 
her Lady (hip &w every profpeift of felicity 

15 .• . in 
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In the propofed union, and readily confeat- 
ed to accompany him to the altar ; nor was 
ihe difappointed in the expectations (he haci 
formed, nor did Ihe ever regret having fuf- 
*ered efteem to take the pas of love upon 
fo important an occafion. 

The Earl of Clancaftle by no means ap- 
proved of his brother-in-law's making fuch 
a fool of himfelf, as he termed it ; ftill he 
confoled himfelf with reflefting his age rea^ 
dered it highly probable the Ormond title 
would ftill devolve to his fon. But even this 
hope, which had principally induced him to 
confer his name upon Lady Laura, was dif- 
appointed ; for the Marchionefs laid-in of a 
fon and heir before the expiration of the 
twelvemonth, and thus placed an Earl oi" 
Ellefmere between his fon and this envied 
title. 

Great were the rejoicings upon fuch aii 
event, which took place at Tregony Caftle, 
and the tenants upon that, and all hi^. 
4 Lordfliip's 
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Lordfhip's other eftates, fincerely partici- 
pated in their noble Lord's unbounded 

joy. 

■ . • - ■* 

Lerd Clancaftle bore this death-blow to 
5^ his ho[)es with the moft apparent fang 
J^oidy nay even joined in the general congra-. 
tulations the Marquis received, with a de- 
gree of hearty fincerity that rendered them 
rioubly welcome : indeed his fpiiits were 
irather fupported by the hopes he entertained 
"that this idolized infant would never attain 
the. years of maturity. But he had the mor- 
tification to find himfelf again miftaken in 
his conjeftures; for the young Earl throve 
prodigioully, and was univerfally admired 
for the ftriking beauty of his features, and 
the air of health which glowed upon his in- 
fant cheeks ; — yet foon after he was turned of 
nine months old, the Earl of Clancaftle fan* 
cied he grew pale, and looked very puny — a 
remark he made to the head nurf©^, who ob- 
ferved that he was cutting his teeth, which 
perfedtly accounted for his want of colour, 

I 6 PJow- 
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However, to his infiaite joy, and the moft 
poignant grief of the Marquis ind Mar^^ 
chionefs, the fweet boy was one morning 
found dead in his cradle; and, from the 
wonderful change^ nay even diftortion of his 
countenance, the phyfickns, wlw were in- 
flantly fent for, pronounced his death to 
have been occafioned by a very ftrong coa- 
vuliion fit ; which, even admitting they had 
been prefent when he had been taken, would . 
moft probably have carried him off. 

He was of courfe buried with all due 
pomp ; and the Admiral, who adted as chief 
mourner upon the occafioia, exultingly fol* 
lowed him to the grave, fecretly hoping he 
fhould fbon pay the feme compliment to th« 
father. 

But the Marquis bore his lofs like a ruaot 
notwithftanding it proved irreparable, as he 
had no more children ; but though his miad ^ 
dwelt often with fond regret upon his lovely 
babe, he neither gave way to melancholy 

^ nor 
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nor defpak, and confoled himfelf with the 
refleftion that he had ftill an heir in his 
filler's fon, whom he half refolved to bring 
up under his own eyes ; but finding that 
Lady Clancaftlc was rather averfe to the 
propofal, and that the fight of thofe chil- 
dren renewed the Marchionefs's forrow, he 
gave up the idea, and endeavoured, by ad- 
minifterin^ relief to the wants and forrows 
of his fellow-^cteatures, to alleviate the fenfe 
he continued to retain of his o^vn. 



CHAP* 
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Meredith, forgetting that the invalid was 
not to know that he was in the room, caught 
hold of the trembling Marquis, entreating 
him to cahn himfelf ; alTuring him that he 
thought the penitent Gwillim (whom he ad- 
jured in the moft earneft manner t6 prove- 
the truth of his affertion) was perfeftlyin his 
fenfes. ^ 

" He is not dead, my Lord,'* cried the 
almoft exhaufted finner, ** I call heaven, at 
this awful moment, to witnefs the truth 
of my words. — You were impofed upon by 
me, villain that I am ! — the child you fa^^, 
and who lies in Tregony Chapel, was hot 
I^ord Eilefmere ! he is at this moment one 
of the fineft young Noblemen in the three' 
kingdoms. — God be praifed, I have not his* 
death to anlwer for,, which was very nearly^ 
being the cafe, though it was neve'r my in- 
tention to hurt even a hair of his head ; — 
but the Almighty ever prcteds the innocent 
and helplefs. — Money was furely coined to 
lure men to their deftruftion : avarice alone 

K 4 prompted 
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CHAP. X. 



XjLBOUT four years after the death of the 
infant, whofe lofs all the Marquis's tenants 
and dependants continued to deplore, Lady 
Clancaftle prefented her Lord with a fecond 
daughter, of whom the Marchionefs grew 
fo fond, that fhe requefted, as foon as (he 
could run alone, to have her committed to 
her care. The Earl and Lady Clancaftle 
readily complied with her wilhes, certain 
that their child could not be in better 
hands. 

Mucli about the fame period, the Mar- 
quises brother-in-law, Meredith, died (his 
wife had preceded him to the grave) leaving 

his 
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ordfhip his fole executor and guardian 
J only fon, then about ten years old. 

le young Edwin had ever been a great 
rite of both Lord and Lady Ormondes, 
bon more than rivalled Lord and Mafter 
rney in their affedions ; — hc^was their 
Jfellow at Eton, but fpent all his va- 
IS at his guardian's, who fuperintended 
iprovements in his various ftudies with 
ly paternal attention. 

eighteen, his Lordlhip ferit him to 

ge upon a very liberal allowance; 

7h he did not mean, as be feemed to 

no wifti to enter either the Army or 

^avy, to bring him up to any profcf- 

his father having left him a very fine 
J, which brought him in a clear twelve 
!and a- year ; and at a proper period he 
)ut upon his travels, attended by a 
:rnor of known abilities. 

Lord 



Lord Clancaftle's fons both entered the 
Navy at a very «arly age, that their father 
might fee them Admirals before he died. 
Their mother lived to fee the eldeft a Cap- 
tain, and even upon her xleath-bed exulted 
in their glorious profpeftsvprotefting (he re- 
iigned her breath without a murmur, fince 
her eldeft fon would inherit her father's 
name and bo^ifted title. 

Lord Clancaftle, fully occupied with pto-' 
moting the advancement of his beloved Tons, 
her Ladyfhip dying at the commencement 
of a war, had little time to fpare in vain 
regrets for a woman he had merely married 
to gratify his ambition ; — but this lofs was 
only the prelude to one he almoft fonk 
under :— either owing to their bravery, their 
raflmefs, or more probably to tlwrfe immut- 
able decrees no mortal can withftand, his 
two fons loft their lives, on the very feme 
day, in a fevere engagement between the 
Britilh and French fleets. Their names 
were thus^ certainly immortalized 5 but even 

that 
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tt gratifying circumflance only increafed 
z unhappy parent's lorrow, who was doom- 
to ftill greater miiery. His eldeft daugh- 
r, who had long been in a deClioi^g way^ 
as fo much afFeded by tfo untimely &te of* 
if brothers, that (he followed theiu to tiw 
twt ere the monument, intendtsd to com- 
lemorate their valour, was fim<i3ied. 

The Admiral did not poflels thofe btiste 
sfoufces which had enabled th€ Marquis (o 
iibmit without murmurii^ to the Divine 
dU : — he ga v« way to the moft tmrnodente 
pd bven iiratbnal grije^ re^^eatedly dedadlig 
9 did iK>t wilh to {iityv0^lm <:hildf«a« 

. . . ^ • » 

^ The prefence of hb now ^j daughter 
boe put fome check upon bis ^fyok ;— ^ 
9 her wretched parent, tberefore^ did her 
ind aunt^ with whom flie had hitherto con* 
taotly refided^ willingly refign faer ; 6e- 
uently, as well as the Marqois^ vifittng 
im herfelfy and endeavouring, by every 
5 kind 
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kind attention, to footh grief which (hefooo 
found it impoffible to mitigate, 

Tregony Caftle had never been a favourit( 
refidence of either Lord or Lady OrmoiM 
fince the death of their fon, though nea 
one-and-twenty years had now elapfed fine 
that melancholy event : ftiJl the fculptuiei 
marble, that covered his innocence and earl 
death, ever filled the Marchionefs's eye 
with tears, and drew a figh from the rooi 
refigned and venerable Marquis. Yet the 
wilh to confole their far more miferabi 
brother-in-law, induced them to follow hit 
into Wales, where he had retreated to ir 
dulge in, what he termed, the luxury i 
forrow, accompanied by his only furviviu 
child ; — in pity to her, therefore, as well i 
the defpairing father. Lady Ormond cha 
to renew her own grief, rather than fuffl 
them to brood in folitude over misfortun 
which every retrofpedion muft fervc i 
increafe. 

Meredii 



M 
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Meredith had returned from the Grand 
Tour about two years previous to this me- 
Xancholy event, and had had fome notions of 
xnaking propofals to Lord Clancaftle for his 
xiow only daughter before (lie became his 
laeirefs; but was too well acquainted with 
Us LordQiip's inordinate ambition to fup- 
2H>fe he would now beftow her upon a com- 
xnoner ; — and as the regard he felt for Lady 
X.ucy partook, more of efteem for her many 
amiable qualities than of romantic love, he 
looked forward to her union with fome 
greater man, which he thought more than 
probable, rather with regret thandefpair^ ancj 
5accompanied the Marquis and Marchionefs 
c>f Ormond to Tregony, more with a view to 
enliven the party, than to forward the inte- 
jefts of his love — as he was fully determined 
not to gratify the Earl's predominant foible 
by affording him an opportunity of rejecting 
his fuit. He had ever been accuftomed to 
treat Lady Lucy as a favourite fifler, and 
determined to preferve the fraternal charac- 
ter, except he met with fufficient encou- 
ragement 
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ragemcnl from her father to propojfe hii 
a candidate for her hand. 

Confidered almoft as their (on by '. 
and Lady Ormond, he daily attended o 
the other to Lanfreddew (the name o 
Earl's feat) ; ft)ll the kind foothing o 
lations of this amiable couple rather fe< 
to irritate than calm the forrows they 
intended to afluage. 

Meredith had never be6n a favouri 
the Admiral's ; becaufe, though a • 
moher^ he was of a moft relpeftaWefe 
and itiuch richer than his Lordftiip ; r 
dition to which, there^ was every read 
fuppofe he would inherit afl the 
quis's property that was not entailed i 
had ti^crefore, from his youth, confic 
him as a very dangerous rival to his fonsj 
as he thought it poffible, if he marric 
daughter, the Ormond title might b 
vived in his perfon, he rather encoui 
the intimacy fubfifting between the y 

f 
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foils ; though he by no means wiflied Lady 
I— ijcy to marry (o early, in hopes that (he 
m i ght meet with fome ftill more eligible 
otters. 



Meredith was not the dupe of his fineffe, 
<d frequently told Lady Ormond that he 
ftied Lady Lucy'Killarney was the daugh- 
of any other man. She endeavoured to 
la.v3gh him out of what (lie called a very mif- 
t^ken prejudice, as (he had long wi(hed to 
fee him united to her god -daughter, from a 
convi6tion that fuch a match would greatly 
promote the happinefsof both ; yet did not 
think this a propitious moment to mention 
tile matter to the Earl, who feemed very 
Anxious to feclude himlelf even from their 
fociety. 

They had fpent a fortnight at the caftle, 

Vrhen one morning, contrary to his ufual 

djftomy his advanced age having of late 

xnade him decline the exercife, the Marquis 

^companied Meredith, on horfeback, to 

Lanfreddew, 
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Lanfreddcw, mounting, for the firft timt 

the poney already mentioned, which th 

latter gentleman had himfelf broke in forh 

ufe. While afcending a deep, rough, an 

narrow hill they perceived fomebody ac 

vancing alfo on horfeback, whofe herd 

almoft at the moment they caught light ( 

him, flepped upon a loofe ftone, and fe 

with fuch violence, that he threw his ridei 

and inftantaneoufly recovering his legs, fe 

off at full fpeed down the hill, dragging h; 

unfortunate rider, whofe foot hung in th 

ftirrup, along with him. 

Meredith, never fenfible of pcrfonal dan 
gcr when the life of a fellow-creature was a 
ftake, made a fuccefsful, though hazardoui 
attempt to ftop the ruilaway horfe, whic! 
being naturally vicious, he with difficult 
reflrained till the grooms came to his alfift 
ance, when, inflantly alighting, he diiengagp 
the fufFerer from his perilous fituation, whon 
he immediately recognized for Mr, Gwillim 

Lor 
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Lord Clancaftle's fl:evVarcl,and obferved th^t 
he was' moft likely coming to the caftje. 

The Marquis, (liocked at the accident, 
and terrified for Meredith's fafety, had been 
for a few moments bereft of his ufual pre- 
sence of mind, but now perfeftly recollefted 
the man ; but did not alfo know that this 
wis the identical Welch lad Patrick Killar- 
ney had beat on board the Mars, and whom 
he had made his fervant as (bon as he could 
afford to keep one, and, in procefs of time, 
promoted him to the oiEce of his fleward ; 
and, as Gwillim preferred his native country 
to every other part of Great Britain, he had 
latterly conftantly refided upon his LordQiip's 
Welch eflate. 

Every poffible means the gentlemen could 
devife were now ufed to recover him, as he 
was fpeechlefs, and apparently verv much 
bruifed. There was no houfe very near, nor 
did they know how to get him upon a horfe 
to convey him towards the neareft village ; 

at 
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at laft the Marquis fent his fervant for orc 
of his own carriages, and Meredith's for a 
furgeon, refident in the, village of Tregony, 
as it became every moment more evident 
that he would not be able to ride home. 

.' They were fcarcely out .of fight whca 
Gwillim opened his eyes -, and, after looking 
wildly round him for a few feconds, exclaim- 
ed in a taint voice, upon perceiving himfelf 
fupported by the Marquis, while Meredith 
chafed his temples— 

** Merciful God 1 is it you, my Lord 
Marquis ? — You, who, had you treated me 
according to my deferts, would have put an 
end to my miferable exiftence at once !'^ 

So ftrange a fpeech, though it ftartled 
them, led both the gentlemen to fuppofe he 
was not yet fenfible. 

" Be compofed, my friend," faid the Mar- 
quis, •* you will foon be better, I hope." 

Gwillim, 
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Gwillim, without attending to him, con- 
tinued— ' 

." Oh Heavenly Father, forgive me ! — 

I feel I atn dying !'*-^Then again f^^tching 

a fort of fearful glance at the Makjuis — 

^* Pray leave me, my Lord. — If you knew 

dil, you would not thus intereft yourfelf for^ 

SI wretch — — '\ 

He paufed, and the Marquis anxious, if 
le was fenfible, to urgeTbim to be more ex- 
jdicit, rejoined-— 

** I am at a lofs to underftand you, my 
friend — you never injured me, to my know- 
ledge;— but how do you feel yourfelf? I 
kave fent for a furgeon and a carriage." 

" Send for a halter, my Lord Marquis — 
it will be doing both me and yourfelf juftice 
t:o hang me upon the neareft tree !— But the 
Vengeance of the Almighty has overtaken 
me, for I feel I am dying !" 

, VOL. ii. K " Surely," 
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" Surely," faid the Marquis, in a k 
voice to Meredith, " if he is fenfible, fon 
dreadful fin lies very heavy upon his mind 

" So it (hould feem," he replied. 

Unwilling, however, to agitate him mo 
than he feemed already, the Marquis hard 
dared prefs him to unburthen his Gonfciena 
therefore addreffing him — 

** Well, my friend, though I am ftill at 
lofs to comprehend you, believe me, if yc 
have injured me either in thought, won 
or deed, I forgive you moft fincerely ; — yc 
know beft whether I ought to remain i 
ignorance of what you allude to." 

" Oh 1 no, no, my Lord, you have bee 
kept in ignorance but too long already ;- 
you would not have been fo ready to forgii 
me, had you even fufpeded my guilt ; — f 
years I have lived in dread of this day— 
never could think of my latter end but 
faw you, my Lord Marquis, ftanding b 

twe( 
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ween me and happinefs in the world to 



ome*** 



Finding he Ipoke more diftinftly, though 

is wounds bled very faft, the Marquis, 

4E<arful he was in the danger he feemed to 

pprchend, urged him to explain himlelf, 

fluring him that whatever might be the 

ature of his offence, he freely forgave him, 

would never difclofe what he feemed 

inclined to reveal, without his permiffion, 

iTiould he, as he hoped he would, recover. 

At that moment the blood guihed violent- 

iy out of his mouth and ears ; — the twq 

gentlemen guefled that he had Broken a 

biood-veflel, and began (erioufly to fear that 

Vie would never recover his fpeech. 

Meredith was mounting his horfe to ride 
in fearch of a ilyptic, when the appearance 
of the carriage, followed by - the fureeon, 
rendered it unneceflary, and, to their in- 
finite joy (for Meredith was eqaall^ as 

K 2 anxious 
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anxious as the Marquis), the blee 
flopped, and he was lifted into th 
Lord Ormond placing himfelf bel 
having given orders to be driven to t 
not to thock Lord Clancaftle, he 
fervants and furgeon, though his 
had in reality thus induced him to 
firfl: refolution. 

They foon reached Tregony : — 
chionefs was fortunately gone to ] 
vifits in the neighbourhood. The d; 
was therefore conveyed into a bed-i 
the Marquis and Meredith ilill a 
who found the furgeon, fo far froi 
that he would recover, hardly the 
would furvive the day, and therefore 
advifed him, fmce a (hort refpite wa 
him, to employ it in fettling hij 
affairs. 

In confequence of this {peecl 
Ormond difmifled all the attenda 
tioning to Meredith to take his da 
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not to be feen by the fick man, confident of 
his .honour^ and rather wifhing to have a 
witnefs of their difcourfe, in cafe Gwillim 
had any fecret qi confequence to difclofe ; — ^ 
aitd then, in the ftrongeft terms, exhorted 
him to feize this opportunity to unburthen 
his mind of what feemed to make him fo 
, uneafy -, adding, that even a death-bed re- 
pentance, if fincere, might be Accepted in 
expiation of his fins, partictilaVly if lie en-^ 
deavoured to make all the atonement in 
his power ; for thofe feemed to have made 
him doubt of his falvation. 

. " If I could but hope that the fincere 
confeflion which I am preparing to make^ 
would atone for my paft iniquities, I ftiould 
liot repine at a fate which I have fo well 
deferved ; — but pray fend for my wife, my 
Lord, that (he may confirm the truth of 
what I am about to relate." 

The Marquis gave orders in confequence, 
and then refumed his place by the bedfide 
when the invalid thus began : — 

K 3 " For 
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" For fear I (hould not live till (he ar^ 
rives, I will at once unburthen my mind — 
Your Lordfliip*s much lamented fon 'ftill 
lives !" 

He fpoke in a (ort of whifper, and, pulling 
the bed-clothes over his face as he concliided, 
feemed to with inftant annihilation might 
follow his confeflion ; the bed abfolutely 
fhook, fo great was his emotion. 

The Marquis dared not credit what he 
deemed an iilufion of his fenfes — Gwillim 
was certainly delirious ; — nearly in as much 
agitation as the culprit, he removed the bed- 
clothes, and caught hold of bis hand, 
while, in a voice as inarticulate as his own, 
he exclaimed — 

" Can I have fuch a bleffing in ftore for 
me ? — But no, it is impoflihle ! Why do I 
fufFer the ravings of delirium thus to afFeft 
me ? — My fon can never rife from the filent 

grave!" 

Meredithj, 
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prompted me to the wicked deed which nc 
tardy repentance can ever expiated* 

Rather more calm, the venerable Marquis 
in an impreffive tone, defired him to remem 
ber the Almighty's mercy was as unboundec 
as hi& omnipotence. 

" Let me only urge you to be fincere^' 
he continued ; " where is my fon, if he doe* 
hve ? and how were you able to impofc 
upon mc in the manner you did ? — whal 
purpofe was it to anfwer ? and how came yon 
to be a gainer by depriving me of mj 
child ?" 

" God grant me ftrength to confefs ng 
crimes, my Lord Marquis ! — but if I ac- 
knowledge who were my accomplices in thL 
wicked plot, what muft be their fate?— 
Mine will be foon decided ! — My wife anc 
my mafter I" 

<• My brother-in-law P* interrupted tht 
Marquis, " impoffible ! — remember, by en- 
deavouring to transfer your iniquities t( 

others 
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Others, you aggravate, rather than leflen,- 
your own guilt." 

^* Believe me, my Lord, I don't wifli tO' 
extenuate my crimes ; you are as little ac- 
quainted with Lord Clancaftle*s real difpo- 
fition as you were with mine. However, as 
you have promifed to forgive me, who am 
by far the greateft criminal, pray extend? 
your clemency to him and my wife y I (hall 
then die comparatively happy." 

" You may rely upon my moderation^ — 
that is all I can or will promife till I knov^ 
more," replied the Marquis ; " therefore 
proceed with your flory." 

" I need not tell you, my Lord, who 
was to have been your heir if you had no 
children ; — the idea of tranfmitting your 
ancient title to his pofterity, firft, nay, I 
may fay alone, induced the Earl ofCIancaftk 
to feek the h^nd of. Lady Laura Ormond; 
His ambition has been already fruftrated, 
fince he has no longer an heir to inherit that 
title he would have forfeited his foul toenfure 
to his defcendantsj for he firft put it into 

K 5 my 
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my head to make away with the yoang Earl, 
though heneveropenly propofed the matter; 
but his hints and promifes of advantage 
made loo deep an impreflion upon my mind 
not to be eafily underftood : — He would 
give a- thoufand guineas, if that would haften 
his death ; and very foon doubled the fum^ 
concluding with the fame wi(h. I thought 
it a tempting bribe, as I had not a doubt of 
his keeping his word ; — ftill I had grace 
enough to abhor the idea of becoming a 
murderer, though my brains were always at 
work to devife fome plan that might equally 
anfwer my end. An accident which occur- 
red when leaft expcAed, afforded me an 
opportunity of obliging the Earl, and making 
myfelf mafter of the promifed fum : — A 
fifter of mine, who refided in'a fmall cottage 
upon my Lord's eftate, had been left by a 
very bad hulband with a young child onl) 
a fortnight older than the Earl ; I frequentl) 
vifited her, indeed had fupported her fo] 
fome time, and happened to be there one 
day when her infant (who had been fubjed 

tc 
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to them from his birth) went off in a fit. 
A thought inftantly darted acrofe my mind 
— I therefore, making her fwear that (he 
would not mention her child's death till I 
returned, haftily left her to lay the founda* 
tion of the fcheme I had in meditation. — t 
had for feme time kept company with your 
fon's head-nurfe, not for the love I bore her^ 
Got! knows, but becaufe 1 had longforefeeti I 
muft make her an accomplice in whatever" 
plan I fhould adopt for the removal of her 
young charge. I therefore paid her an ini- 
CTiediate vifit, and finding her, as I had 
fufpected, as anxious to make her fortune 
as 1 had long been to increafe my own,-- 
we agreed to put my filler's dead child in 
the place of the young Earl, the face of the 
child being fo much diftorted by the fit as 
to render it impoflible to difcern the fea- 
tures ', and were then, by an immediate 
union, to become equal Qiarers in the bribe, 
-which had been fo long held forth for my 
acceptance. My fifter was eafily fworn to 
fecrecy, and forefaw, like us, great future 

K 6 ad van- 
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advantages might arife to herfelf by con- 
niving at our iniquity, as (he was to un- 
dertake the charge of Lord EUefmere after 
the exchange was made. Suffice it to fay, 
we found it but too eafy to put our intended 
deception into praftice.'^ 

" Gracious heaven !'* exclaimed the Mar- 
quis, *^ how wonderful are your decrees !— - 
But Lord Clancaftle, what faid he, and how 
did you get paid for fuch an aftion ?" 

" He does not know, my Lord, to this 
moment, but we fmothered your fon. I 
had my doubts when the deed was done, 
whether he would ftand to what I confidered 
as a fort of tacit agreement, as he was cau- 
tious never to give any of the encouraging 
hints I have mentioned before witnefles, you 
will fuppofe J but when I told him the EarJ 
was no more, fufficiently giving him to un- 
derftand that I had accelerated his death, he 
inftantly acknowledged that I had rendered 
him a mofl fignal fervice, and immediately 
gave me a/draft upon his banker for two 
thoufand guineas. — I now thought I had 

him 
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him as completely in my power as your fon^ 
my Lord, knowing that the draft muft 
always appear againft him, and that, were 
he inclined to impeach, I could always de- 
liver up the child, of which he was by no 
means aware. As a farther recompence,. his- 
Lordfhip immediately made me his fteward, 
in which office I have, by various means, 
accumulated near twenty thouiknd pounds. 
I can only thank God that I have no chil»- 
dren to inherit my ill-begotten riches, though 
we have had fix born alive, but not one 
lived to the age of nine months. — Judge^. 
my Lord Marquis^, of the remorfe which 
increafed my forrow for the lofs of each of 
thefe babes. — If it pleafe God that I fhould' 
live long enough to make a will, I mean — " 
" But where is my fon ?*' interrupted the 
Marquis, perceiving that he breathed (hort, 
and fpoke with difficulty ; " fatisfy me as to 
where I (hall find him, and then endeavour to 
compofe yourfelf for a while. Where has he 
■ been all this time ?. how has he been brought 
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up : and ho^' am I to be certain that yoa 
don't ftiU mean to impoTe upon me?" 

" Oil ! G^d forbid that I flioiild be fo 
uickeJ at this awful moment, upon the very 
brink of :n\ grave. — I marked him myfelf, 
fjr fear my filter, in caie any thing Ihotild 
bciai him, ihould endeavour in her turn to 
deceive me, as ihe was to be well paid for 
her care of him. I ought to have taken 
warning by her untimely fate, fo r ■" 

At that moment the blood gu(hed again 
out of his mouth, nofe, and ears, and fuf- 
focatcd him in a fe.v feconds. The Mar- 
quis, inexpreffibly Ihocked, and by no means 
fatiificd, \.?A ning for affiftance, and was 
leaving tie room, leaning upon Meredith, 
who '.vas cbferving that he would certainly 
I'^arn every ether particular from Mrs. 
Gwillim, when the unfortunate woman, in 
an agor.y of terror, appeared before them : 
upon pe.ceiving the no;v lifelefs corpfe of 
her hufband, (he fcreamed, ftarted back, and 
fell lifclels upon the floor. 

The 
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The Marquis defired the furgeon to ad- 
minifter the proper remedies upon fuch oc- 
cafions, and to let him know as foon as his- 
patient was 'able to anfwer a few queftions^ 
which the deceafed had not lived long enough 
to refolve ; preparing once more to leave this 
fcene of horror, when he heard Lord Clan- 
caftle's voice, who had learned Gvvillim's 
accident, but not his imminent danger, aiid 
was now haftening up flairs. 

Anxious to fee how he would bear 
the fhocking fpedtacle that awaited him> 
the Marquis ftepped back, ftiil holding 
Meredith's arm, who fighed to himfelf — 
" Can this wretch be the fatlier of die gentle 
Lucy Killarney ?" 

The firft objetSt that met the Earl's eyes 
was Mrs. Gwillim, to all appearance dead^ 
being borne out of the room -y the Qiock this 
gave him was trifling to what he felt when he 
advanced a few fteps further. For a few fe- 
conds he remained rivetted to the Ipot, un- 

aWe 
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able to withdraw his eyes from the dreadfuf 
fpedacle the bed prefented ; at laft making: 
an effort, he ftaggered towards one of the 
windows, and opening it, leaned againft 
the frame, feemingly gafping for breath, 
while a cold dew hung upon his forehead, 
and added to the ghaftlinefs of his looks. 

The Marquis would have found it difficult, 
at fuch a moment, to have" defined his own 
feelings — pity, joy, and horror aflailed him; 
fo powerfully in their turns— abhorrence for 
his villanous brother-in-law for the moment 
predominated in his mind, and he was near 
exclaiming — " Take warning by the un- 
timely fate of your vile accomplice !" when 
the pallid cheeks, trembling frame, and vifi- 
ble expreflion of remorfe upon the EarFs 
countenance, checked the merited reproach, 
and he felt a momentary degree of pity for 
his greatefl enemy. 

Mrs. Gwillim was carried into another 
room 5 and, by defire of the Marquis^ 

the 
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the attendants followed her out. For a few 
minutes after their departure a total filence 
prevailed. The Admiral at laft, with dif-^ 
ficulty roufing himfelf fufEciently to fpeak 
intelligibly^ exclaimed in a trembling ac- 
cent — 

" What a fcene ^ 

** A too tardy repentance greatly increafed 
the horror of fuch' a death-bed,'* replied the 
Marquis, looking his brother full in the 
face. 

" Did he ever (peak after his accident ?'*: 
eagerly enquired the confcious Admiral. 
* ** He did for a confiderable time.*^ 

^* And was he fenfible of his approaching 
diffolution ?'* 

*'.From the moment he recovered his. 
fenfes, he employed his few remaining mo« 
Uients in endeavouring to. prepare himfelf 
for eternity.*' 

" Was he dead when his wife arrived ?" 
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" He had juft expired, after difclofing a 
fecret which may render your laft moments 
ftill more bitter than his were." 

The indignant looks of both the Marquis 
and Meredith, who thought his uncle much 
too calm, added flrength to the prophetic 
denunciation. The valiant Admiral, who 
had ever been the terror of the enemies of 
Great Britain^ now trembled like an alpen- 
leaf, and fhrunk, guilty and aghaft, from 
the penetrating glances of the man he had 
fo bafely and fo deeply injured. 

" Confcience, I perceive," continued 
Lord Ormond, *^ can make cowards of the 
braveft men, — Your guilty agent received 
my forgivenefs before he expired, and, 
though far lefs deferving, I extend it to you ; 
for my fon ftill lives;— this he alfo revealed 
with his parting breath— a circumftance he 
has hitherto concealed from your know- 
ledge," 

The 



r 



^ 



ELLESMERE. 211 

The Admiral funk down into the neareft 
chair, and feemed unable either to fpeak or 
move. Unwilling to appear to triumph over 
a fallen enemy, the Marquis was flowly re- 
tiring, when his brother, after many efforts, 
Ivas able to articulate — 

" You talked of forgivenefs — that your 
fon " 

" Still lives, Lord Clancaftle, if I dare 
put any faith in the dying words of 
Gwillim." 

" Then God be praifed !'* was the re- 
jjy, accompanied with evident %ns of heart-*, 
felt fatisfaftion; 

Indeed it may be fuppofed that the Mar- 
quis's aflertion afforded him fome relief at 
fuch a moment, particularly when it is re- 
membered that he had no longer any chil- 
dren, whofe interefls would be afFed:ed by 
the re-appearance of Lord Ellefmere. 

The 
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The Marquis, unArilling to hold any far- 
ther converfe with the man who had robbed 
him of fo many happy years, left him with 
the remains of his laie fervant, and retired 
to wait the furgton's fummons to attend 
Mrs. Gwillim, rcquefting Meredith would 
break the jo}t"ul tidings to the Marchionefs, 
ailedging that he was not fufnciently com- 
pofed to undertake the talk ; adding — 

" I was very much to blame not to ob- 
tain a direcftlon where to find my fon the 
moment he acknowledged that he was living, 
— -Suppofe this woman (hould not reco-; 
ver '* 

" There can be no doubt of that, my 
Lord ; — and (lie is certainly in ail her huf* 
band's iecrets.'* 

" I truft (he is ; — but what may not the 
unfortunate viftim of Lord Clancaftle's vile 
ambition, and Gwiilim's viler avarice, have 
fufFered ? — It was certainly never the latter** 
intention to reveal his iniquity y therefore 
how mud my foa have been brought up ? 

Yet 
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Yet ought I to murmur after fo fingular an 
interpofition of Providence in my favour ?— - 
But there comes the Marchionels ; leave me, 
my dear Meredith — you can prepare her by 
degrees for the happinefs which, I hope, 
^waits us both. Againft my will, I can't 
help entertaining doubts which the prefenoe 
of my Ton can alone difpel.'^ 

Meredith eafily accounted for his appre- 
henfions, and vv(as almoft as much hurt as 
himfelf that the mod important queftion had 
been deferred to the lad; yet thought it 
next to an impoflibility that Mrs. Gwillim 
(hoLild not be able to fatisfy thern concerning 
the Earl's prefent refidence. He haftened 
down flairs, revolving the matter in his 
mind, and met the Marchionefs in the hall, 
who afkcd, with a fmile, not having heard of 
what had bccurred during her abfence, how 
Lady Lucy did ? Meredith fighed. 

" Hey-day ! why I am afraid ftie has got 
a titled lover, Edwin ; I never heard you figh 
before." 

" lam 
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" I am glad your Ladyihip is returned in 
fuch fpirits ; and am itiU more rejoiced thai 
I have that to communicate whith will, 1 
think, increafe your gaiety." 

" This is what I (hould not have exped- 
ed from that lover-like figh ; — but I am al 
impatient to hear what you have got t( 
fay ;" accompanying him into the library 
where, having duly prepared her for thi 
happy tidings, he informed her that her foi 
ftill lived, and how amply (he was alread; 
revenged of her greateft enemies. 

It is much eafier to imagine than dcfcrib 
a mother's feelings upon fuch an occafion 
fhe made Meredith repeat Gwillim's con 
feffion till her doubts gave way to the moi 
unbounded joy, With difficulty was (he re 
ftrained from running into Mrs. Gwillim' 
room to wait the return of her reafon, f 
anxious was (lie now to embrace this fon 
whofe infant beauties were fo ftrongly im 
pre(red upon her memory, that (he was fur 
fhe (hould know him again even after fuch ; 

lapf 
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lapfe of time 5 and th^n propofed joining the 
Mfljquis, who had rather regained his wont- 
ed compofure, and fmiled with his accuf- 
tomed benignity at her repeated affurances 
that flie fliould know their Ton, 

Mrs. Gwillim had not yet recovered her 
recollection, though (lie had once or twice 
recovered her fenfes ; the furgeon, therefore, 
ftrenuoufly advifed her being allowed to take 
a compofing draught before (he was queftion- 
ed upon any interefting fubjeft ; to which 
the Marchionefs reludantly agreed, as (he 
thought every moment an age till her laud- 
able curiofity was gratified. 

Being now more at leifure to refleft upon 
the enormity of Lord Clancaftle's guilt, the 
Mar-chionefs declared that (he thought he 
ought to be made an example of. — So 
thought Meredith ; but his regard for the 
daughter kept him filent. 

'? The 
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The Marquis, in reply, obferved, tl 
had promifed the deceafed to treat h 
complices with lenity ; befides, admi 
they were to arraign him in a Court of Ju 
would his being even condemned to 
that death to which he had mercileflly d 
ed their fon, increafe their felicity ? 

" Oh ! no, no,'* exclaimed the ft 
Marchionefs, " Heaven forbid that, i 
turn for the mercies which have been fl 
me and mine, I (hould entail fliame an 
famy upon my beloved god-daughte 
Deluded man ! may God forgive him a 
cerely as I do at this moment ! — And \ 
I have once more embraced my fon, 
baps I may be inclined to renew the fii 
pardon I grant him in a perfonal interv 
for his daughter's fake I would do m 
and even wifli this iniquitous deed coul 
concealed from the world. That,howev 
know is impoffible j my protection, if 
will accept it, (hall therefore fcreen her i 
the farcafms and malignity of thofe, 

per 
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irbaps would have afted jufl: as her father 
IS done, had they been in the fame fitua- 
tion." 

The Marquis encouraged the kind notion, 
d only wifhed Lord Clancaftle's conduift 
mitted of any palliation. To apply to 
Wim reipeding their fon, would, they 
tVr ought, anfvvcr no one purpofe, as. Gwillim 
H^-d told his Lordiliip he did not know that 
he was in beinir ; elfe the Marchioneis's im- 
Y^ntiencc was lo great, that (he would have 
. clerfcended to fupplications, even to her 
greateft enemy, upon fuch an occafion. As 
it was, Oiti had no remedy but patience, and 
endeavoured to beguile the time by antici- 
pations of the future, and^ reflections upon 
the pad ; while Meredith's innate {Qn(c of 
ngnt made him determine to renounce all 
connecUon with the Admiral, left the world 
fl^ould fuppofe that he had alio connived at 
a crime from which there was a poffibility he 
y I ^ight ultimately reap fome benefit. He 
I had never made any declaration to Lady 
js \ VOL. II. L Lucy 
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Lucy incompatible with the fraternal efteeth 
he had frequently avowed for her ; he might 
therefore continue her friend, fliould (he ac- 
cept the March ionefs's offered protection, 
without giving either the world or_herfelf 
reafon to fuppofe the recent difcovery had 
made any alteration in his fentiments. , 



CHAP. XI. 



JN EAR four hours elapfed before. Mrs. 
Gwillim was in a fituation to fatisfy the im- 
patient curiofity. of Lord and Lady Ormond, 
who, with Meredith, haftened into the room 
where (he had been carried ; — the furgeon 
pronounced her competent to converfe with 
fome degree of rationality. • 

' The 
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The Marquis, who was ever more ready 
to forgive than to condemn, told her that (he 
had. nothing to fear if (he chofe to be as' 
fincere as her huiband, repeating, nearly 
word for word, what he had faid. 

** Oh ! it is but too true, my Lo^d j I 
connived at his wicked plan, vile wretch 
that I am! — I held my dear baby while he 
marked it upon the calves o£lit3f> legs 'with 
gunpowder, and parted with it 'never to fee 
it more " 

" Well, but where is he now ?" interrupt- 
ed the Marquis. 

^* Did not my hufband tell your L^d- 
fliip r" {he alked wdth evident difmay* 

*' No, he was called away at the moment 
he was preparing to gratify my curiofity s but 
don't keep us in fufpenfe.*' 

" As I have a foul to be faved^ my Lord, 
or hope for mercy either in this world or 
that to come, I know no more where^ he is 
than the child unborn !'* 



1-2 The 
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The Marchionefs burft into tears, while 
the Marquis flill more folemnly adjured the 
miferable woman to fatisfy thern if it was 
m her power ; and again (he declared that 
(he only knew, becaufe her huiband had 
always told her fo, that the Earl flill lived. 

" Who carried him away after the ex- 
change ?" aiked Meredith i " fome ofthefc 
details may enable us yet to trace him.'* 

** I carried him from this houfe my 
ownfclf, Sir, in the dead of night, to 
Gwillim's fitter's cottage; and there the 
barbarous wretch marked him, as I told you, 
with an A. and O. in two rounds like— — 
but I have got the exadl form at home, which 
he always carefully preferved. — I then dreffed 
him in fome of his fifter's child's clothes^ 
and he fet off with her and the dear baby on 
horfeback ; and from that time to this I have 
never known what became of him, thougl^ 
he has frequently told me that he was very 
well off 3 but never would tell me where b^ 
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was, for fear I fhould wantvtogo and fee 
him, he faid." 

** Well, but what became of his fifter ? 
where is fhe now ?*' alked the Marquis. 

•' Dead, if he told me truth, my Lord ; 
but as to where (he died, or when, I know 
no more than you do. — God knows, he was 
far from a good hu{band, and often reproach- 
ed me for having connived at his villany, 
which laid very heavy upon his confcience ;— • 
and I am lure my fliare in it has made me 
miferable enough. But he was -always 
afraid, if I could pick out where my young 
Lord was, 1 (hould peach. But he has over 
and over told me he was very well off, and 
only yefterday fwore he was alive.'* 

" Wh^t can be done ?" exclaimed the 
Marquis, nearly as much agitated as the 
Marchionefs, who declared that fhe never 
expecfted to fee her fon again. 

" Let us hope for the beft, my dear 
Madam," faid Meredith ; " Mrs. Gwillim 
can't objed to my accompanying her home, 
and examining-all her hulband's papers in. 

LJ her 
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her prefcnce, as (he muft know it is at your 
option to have h^r tranfported.'V 

" We will all go,'* exclaimed the Mar- 
chionefs. 

" We may be fooner out of this dreadful 
ftate qf fufpenfe," rejoined the Marquis. 

Thus, therefore, it was agreed ; and a car- 
riage having been ordered, the invalid was - 
fupported to it, and they all proceeded to 
her houfe, where every paper of her huf- 
band's underwent the exadleft fcrutiny with- 
out leading to the flight eft difcovery refpedt- 
ing the* fate, or prefent abode of Lord 
EUefmere. The two ovals, correfponding 
with the marks he bore, were all that re- 
mained to enable them to afcertain the iden- 
tity of their fbn; thefe the Marchionefs 
brought away with her, protefting that fuch 
a diiappointment afFefted her much more 
than the firft lofs of him ; and Meredith 
was almoft tempted to wi(h that Gwillim had 
been killed on the fpot, rather than hav« 
been permitted to raife hopes that thtre 

now 



nowTeemed no very probable chance of ever 
rdalizing. — Determined, however, to purfue 
every method likely to lead to a difcovery, 
•the moment he had feen Lord and Lady 
Ormond home, he vifited every houfe in the 
village, making the mofl: minute enquiries 
after Gwillim's lifter, his recent death af- 
fording him a v^ry good pretence. 

Some people recollefted her leaving the 
neighbourhood, but no one knew what had 
become of her ; nor had her hulband been 
feen fince he had abfconded, about three 
months before (he was miffing ; — and with 
this xmfatisfaftory account he was forced to 
return to thei caftle. • 

The Marquis had juft received a very long 
letter from his penitential brother-in-law, in 
which *hc utterly difclaimed any premeditated 
dcfign to make away with the young^Earl; 
flill acknowledging that he had frequently, 
, in Gwillim's hearing, wiftied it would pleafe 
<Jo(J to take him, without attaching aoy 

1-4 other 
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Other meaning to his words than that they 
Jiterally prefented. The fteward, however, 
cither through a regard for his mailer, or 
his own intercft, had, as lie had ever fup- 
pofcd, accelerated the infant's death ; and, 
as he attributed the perpetration of this 
wicked deed folcly to thofe unguarded wiflies 
which had efcapedhim,he dared not give him 
up to julHce. From the time he had loft his 
fons, he had never enjoj^ed a moment's peace ; 
and hud he even fufpedted that Lord Ellef- 
mere ftill lived, he would inftantly have ac- 
knowledged his criminal wifties, and to what 
they had led ; but merely to revive their 
foirow for their lofs, which muft be greatly 
incrcafcd by the idea that then* fon had pe- 
riled by the hands of an affaflin, appeared, 
to him more a refinement of cruelty, than 
avfl of juftice. Yet their prefence and kini 
confolations added fuch ftings to the re — 
proaches of his confcience, that he had r^ ^ 
folvcd, before tlie death of Gwillim, to Icav ^ 
England for ever; and that event having 
convinced him that fuch crimes as the oty^ 

whic* 
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which he had occafioned and concealed,are Cure 
to meet with their puniQiment in this world. 
He was determined, if the MaTquis didnpt 
detain him (and he would not attempt pri-- 
vately to elude the penalty and (hame fo 
touch his due), to leave the kingdom within 
the week, never to return. If he was per- 
mitted to depart, he fliould give orders for 
the immediate difpofal of his Welch eftates, 
in hopes that time might obliterate his name- 
from the remembrance of thofe he had fo* 
bafelya though not altogether intentionally, 
injuredrjt — and though they might, with juf- 
tice, doubt his Cncerity, he took heaven to 
witnefs that he rejoiced, as much as they 
muft do, that Lord Ellefmere was ftill liv- 
ing. Indeed the difcovery had relieved his 
mind from a Hate of anguifti and delpair 
which nature muft ia time have funk under. 
•That the Earl might prove v^orthy his truly 
excellent parents, and the fplendid deftiny 
that awaited him, was the only wi(h he dared 
to form, and which he would aln^oft venture 
to prophefy would be fully accon^i^d, 
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Meredith having read thi^ epiftle, Lord 
Ormond faid — 



** I approve of his voluntary baniflimcnt, 
as the villany he has connived at, not to ufe 
a harOier term, muft, if we ever •hope;to dif- 
cover our fon, be very generally known ; — ^but 
for his promifed bribe, no one would have 
undertaken to realize his wifties ; therefore I 
by no tneans acquit him of the intention he 
fo ftrenuoufly difavows/* 

" Nor I, upon my honour, niy Lord," 
replied Meredith. '^ Had Gwillim's'confef- 
fion led to an immediate difcovery of the 
Earl of EUefmere, I might have been more 
charitable ; as it is, I think you mean to let 
him off too eafily." 

" He was my lifter's hufband, you know, 
Edwin, and the greateft punifhment our, 
laws could inflift upon him would certainlyc 
not accelerate that happy moment which I 
hoped was fo near at hand. I have evcrcn^ ' 
deavoured, in the lefler concerns of life, to 
aft up to that incomparable maxim, ** Do 
3 good 
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good for evil ;" and I really think there is 
focnetimes mofe merit in forgiving an enemyv. 
than in ferving a friend j therefore fhall V 
upon fo fevere a trial, forfake my own prin* 
ciples? Surely noU — I therefore propofc ta 
inform him that I have no objedion to the 
plan he has in contemplation ; and that he^ 
is at full liberty to depart whenevCT he- 
pleafes. — The Marchionefswiftic^ her god- 
daughter might remain under her protection,, 
and I ihould fuppofe that you'are of her way 
of thinking; therefore are you iftdined to- 
carry my anfwer to the Admiral ?^' 

** I had rather be excufed, my Lord ^ ih^: 
never was a favourite of mine, and I (ht^uld 
find it a difficult matter to be cbmmoDly 
civil to him, while this horrid uncertainty 
refpeding the Earl continues^:- — Lady Lucy 
has my bcft wlflies ; but thinking as Jno\y 
and ever muft do of hsr fathe«r, I nevcr^can 
confent to offer her my hand/ I hav€ liule 
doubt but fhe will accompany hitn in bis 
exile. She polTefles excellent principles^atod 
is greatly to be pitied;, but whether ihe. 

L 6 remains 
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remains in England, or goes abroad, I (hall 
henceforward merely confider her as a friend/* 

Both the Marquis and Marchionefs endea- 
voured to reafon with him upon the fuhjeA, 
without altering his determination. Wfis 
the fate of Lord EUefmere afcertained, he 
agreed that he might take a longer time for 
refledion ; but while there remained a bare 
poffibility of Lady Lucy's inheriting any part 
of the Ormond eftates, he muft conteht.him- 
felf with hoping fome more deferving man 
would make himfelf an intereft in her heart ; 
as to find himfelf in poffeffion of riches ob- 
tained by fuch means, would render him 
completely miferable. 

The Marquis, therefore, wrote to Lord 
Clancaftle, and the evening was pafled in 
forming and rejeAing plans which might 
lead to the wifhed-for difcovery. — The fol- 
lowing days were fpent in endeavouring to 
tracei th^ route which Gwillim and his fifter 
bad taken ; and large rewards were offered in 

the 
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the neighbourhood to any one. who could 
afcertain where (he died, or give the flighted 
intelligence concerning her infant compa- 
nion, whom it was now generally known was 
the Marquis of Ormond's much regretted 
fon. 

The Admiral, well aware of the detefta- 
tion in which his very name would be held 
firom the moment his villany was blazoned ' 
abroad, had -<et off for J^ondon with his 
daughter the morning after Gwillim's 
death ; from whence, it was ftippofed, they 
had fpeedily proceeded to France. Their 
relationfliip led the world to excufe the 

Marquis's clemency, and Meredith fincerely 
rejoiced that he had efcaped a connexion 
with a man fo univerfally abhorred.. 

' Lady Lucy had left a letter of grateful 
thanks for her godmother, which increafed 
the attachment that lacjy had ever felt for 
her, as a very high fenfe of duty wpuld alone 
have induced her to accompany her father 

in 
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in his exile. She gave the Marchiane& ncr 
addrefs ; (he therefore could not aiifver it, as 
(he would have wifhed* Indeed her' 'mind 
was at that time fo fully occupied in deviling. ^ 
fchemes concerning her fon,, that (he could! 
attend to little elfe. 

Being convinced, from the abfolute fitilure 
of all their enquiries near Tregony, that the 
child had been removed to a confiderabie 
diftance, the Marquis and Marcbioncfs fet 
out for London to confult the mod eminent. 
lawyers upon this extraordinary event j and^. 
by their advice, the advertifement which had. 
ultimately led to the difcovery, had been in- 
ferted for near two months in every^town 
and country paper, with fo little fuccefs that 
Lord and Lady Ormond had returned to 
Tregony, in dcfpair of ever obtaining any 
intelligence of this unfortunate youth*. 

The uneafy ftate of uncertainty and fuJp. 
penfe they had now been in for upwards of 
four months, had preyed fo much upon the 

Marquis'a 
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Marquis's health and fpirits^ that Meredith ' 
began to entertain Cerious fears that it would 
Ihorten his days, when mere chance, at a 
moment when leaft expelled, brought about 
what Gwilhm did not live to elucidate* 



CHAP. XIL 






A HE Marchionefs having,, like ourfelyes, 
brought her narrative to a conclufion, was 
-earned with her fon to retire ; and was fo ably 
Seconded by the Marquis, that Clement, 
though he felt very little inclination to fleep, 
readily obliged them : indeed he rather 
wifhed to be alone. He had not yet men- 
tioned his daughter to his parents, not 
chufing to enter into the neceflary details 
concerning her mother before Sir Jeremy, 

who 
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who now took his leave, with many fincere 
wifties for his fpeedy recovery ; adding, his 
mother and fifter would find full employ- 
ment the next morning in running about 
from neighbour to neighbour taretJ^il the 
news which he (hould carry home. 

" Depend upon it, it has found its way 
already into the village," faid Meredith ; 
" but as you can enter into details which the 
fervants are unacquainted with, I dare ifay 
you will have your ftiare of queftions." 

" And I fli^U refer them all to you, 
Edwin ; fo good night ! The fame to you. 
Lord Ellei'mere — I liked you very much 
from the firfl: moment that I fawyou ;-^may 
you foon be able to join in the general re- 
joicings of all your Welch neighbours ! for 
I am determined not to marry till you can 
dance at my wedding ; — and fo your humble 
fervant,** hurrying away, 

" He is an unpoliftied being,*' faid 
Meredith, " but poffeffes an excellent 
heart." 

« So 
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" So it appears,^* Fejoined Clement ; 
** and for his fake I am vfery happy he has given 
up all thoughts of Lady Diana Roclidale." 

He now retired, and, as fooii as he was 
alone, fell into a train of refledtions upon 
the paft : — he muft mention his unfortunate 
engagement to his parents, who would pro- 
bably, and very juftly, blame him for having 
indulged the romantic nvOtion of being loved 
for hirhjelf. Well, they could not condemn 
his conduct more than he did himrelf ; but 
furely they would not objedt to his leaving 
the Baronefs to follow the bent of her own 
inclinations ;— for was he now to compel her 
to acknowledge him for her hufband, h^ 
ihould be doing her an honour which flie 
little deferved \ yet he fliould enjoy hum- 
bling the Dubois's. 

The joy he felt, however, to find himfelf the 
acknowledged heir of one of the firft families 
in England, predominated over every other 
fentiment, ^ as much upon his daughter's as 

his 
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his own account ; and he went to fleep in a 
happier frame of mind than he had ever 
been fince he had attained the age of 

reafon. 

i 

The Marquis, Marchionefs, and Meredith 
had fet up late, difcoiirfing upon the occur- 
rences of the day : the latter was convinced 
that the fuppofed bafenefs of his origin was 
one of the fources of the Earl's complaint, 
which being fo happily removed, muft go a 
great way tov/ards eilccting his cure.— The 
Mirquis prayed that he might prove a true 
prophet. The Marchionefs was fearful tliat 
he had met with fome very fevere diiap* 
pointment ;r but fince he was reftored to hct 
arms (an event (he never expedied), Qit 
flattered herfelf that (he (hould be able to 
difcovcr what preyed ujx)n his mind ; and 
thev retired to reft with hearts replete with 
gratitude towards the Giver of all goodnefs 
for this hapjiy termination of the horrible 
anxiety the) had endured while they feared 
that their Ion was labouring for his bread ;. 

or,. 
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or, perhaps, what was infinitely more to be 
dreaded (as he might have been compara-* 
lively happy in the firft cafe) ftruggling with 
the mod abjedt poverty. 

After a better night's reft than'he had en- 
joyed fince he parted from the Baronefs^ 
Clement awoke fo refreftied that he was per-*' 
fed:ly fenfible of the influence the mind has' 
upon the body ; and the certainty that he 
was under his father's roof, and that that 
father was one of the moft refpedtable, as 
well as beft of men, was fo plcafing a re- 
flection, that it baniflied every paft dif- 
agreeable event for a time^from his mind, 
and when they inevitably recurred to jiis 
memory, it was no longer with their accuf- 
tomed bitternefs : and he felt, in the loved 
fopiety he was now certain of enjoying,'that 
he ftiould foon fo|;get the unprincipled wo- 
man vvhofe bafenefs had laid the foundation 
of his diforder. 
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The moment he rang his bell, X^j 
Ormond made her appearance with a fmall 
bafon in her hand ; and after the firft en- 
quiries, entreated that he would drink its 
contents, and lie in bed for another half 
hour ; it was a pi ^fcription of bis medical 
attendant's, but ihe hoped not unpalatable. 
He aflured her it was very good. 

The fadt was, the Marchionefs was in pof- 
feffion of fever;! excellent receipts, in which 
(having generally known thetn, when taken 
in time, to prove of fervice) (he placed 
greater faith than in any mixtures prepared 
even at Apothecaries* Hall, and at all events 
fhe knew that they could do no harm ; but 
rather wifhed her fon Ihould fuppole that he 
was conforming to hi> p yfician's orders, as 
(he thought he would moft likely have a 
higher opinion of his, than her ikiU. 

The Marquis and fhe had alfo agreed to 
fend for two of the moft: eminent gentlemea 
of the Faculty from London, that no means 

might 
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might be left untried to fave this newly re- 
ftored, and alaiofl. idolized fon. He rofe at 
the appointed time, and owing to his good 
night, happy profpedts, and perhaps in fome 
degree to the reftorative cordial he had been 
taking, he met his parents, at breakfaft in 
fuch fpirits, that Meredith declared he 
looked much better than when he left 
Clifton. 

Their meal being over, the Marquis, who 
rather uifhed to lead to a continuation of his 
foh's flory, which he had many reafons to 
fuppofc he had not brought down tq the 

prelent moment, faid — ^ 

** But the good Dr. Lewis, my beloved 
Clement, is he ftill refident at Fairfield ?" 

*' He paid the debt of nature. Sir, lafl: 
autumn ^ the dear and patural friends, to 
whom I have been fo lately, and I may 
almoft fay miraculoufly, reftored, can alone 
make me amends foi^ the lofs of him and my 
flill more beloved benei&drefs/ Had (he 

. ]ived, 
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lived, fuch was her partiality for your fon, 
I (hould moft probably never have left 
England ; — for I have much yet to tell you, 
my dear Sir j may I befpeak your in- 
dulgence ?'* 

" Remember, my deareft Clement, were I 
fo inclined (which I hope I need not afiure 
you is far from being the cafe), I could have 
no right even to cenfure your pail conduft. 
Since Mrs. Davenport'^ death, you have been,- 
and ever fhall remain, totally your own maf- 
ter J — if you think my advice or interference 
can be of fervice, command them both ; 
confider me as one of your bcft friends, but 
don't fancy thai: I have either the power or 
the inclination to controul your future con- 
duft. Your maternal grandfather's eftates 
were fettled upon your mother and her heirs, 
male or female, who were, if they lived to 
become of age, to be put in poffeflion of a 
very confiderable part of his fortune at that 
period. Had you not been reftored to us,'. 
they would have devolved, at your mother*s 
death, to a diftant relation of the Ormond 

familv. 
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family. And need I tell' you with what 
joy I (hall refign my truft ? in addition to 
which, 1 mean immediately to fettle the one 
half of my own income upon you. Our 
Edwin is one of us, therefore I make n0 
fcruple of fpeaking before him.' - 

** Nor fliall I ever, my^dear Sir, have any 
fecrets from the kind friend who firft endea-r 
voured to reconcile me with the world. 
. But except it is neceflary that I fliould 
make a future difpofal of any part of my 
grandfather's property, let me requeft that 
it may at prefent remain in your hands ; and 
favour me with your advice refpefting a wo- 
man, in whofe keeping I have unfortunately 
placed my honour— rl once thou^t my hap- , 
pinefs. Situated as I now am, perhaps I 
might, though my heart revolts at the idea, 
force her to acknowledge thofe engage- 
ments which (he means, I have every realon 
to believe, to deny ; — but without any far- 
ther preface, I will enter upon my ftory, re- 
lating, without referve, the commencement, 
progrefs, and, to all appearance, conclu(ion 

of 
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of my acquaintance with Madame de 
Grand-Pre." 



The moment he ceafed fpeaking, the 
Marchioncfs propofed fending for her grand- 
daughter, declaring that (lie (hould not be 
happy till Ihe was under her profeclion.-^ 
The Marquis joined in the wifli, obferving 
that fuch an acknowledgment would effec- 
tually filence thofe bufy people who feen^ed 
inclined to fix a ftignia upon her birth. As 
for her mother, he hardly knew what to fay : 
there was a bare poffibility thr.t Ihe was not 
fo much to blame as (he appeared; — the 
Dubois's fcemed very deiigning people. 
Situated as his fon then was, he faw nothing 
blameable in his difguite — it was a romantic 
notion, and many more young people had 
been attracted by the fame impulfe ; befides 
it certainly afforded him an opportunity of 
fludying the Baronefs's charadler, rarely to 
be obtained. 



« 



But 
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. ** But did not the blind God, my dear 
Clement," he- continued, " prevent you 
from perceiving her faults ?' I can't acquit 
her of imprudence, even before (he mar- 
ried — nor you of an excefs of complailance 
in leaving every thing at her difpofal. If ftie 
has abufed your noble confidence, (he is in- 
^deed unworthy your regret ; this time alon^ 
muft difcovej: ; — there is great reafon to fup- 
pofe that fhe has neither done you, nor her 
daughter juftice ; but if (he (ecks her child, 
'['(hall think that (he has fufiered herfelf to 
be milled by her artful friend. — You adted 
up to your principles in not aflerting a claim 
wfaidi mud, as you was then fituated, have 
pccn attributed to interefted motives. Still 
if (he comes not forward to claim her child, 
the matter muft not reft thus — for both 
your fakes it muft be inveftigated : you may 
Jbave been made >to appear as much to blame 
ill Madame de Grand-Pre's eyes, as (he 
does in your's. What is your opinion, my 
Albinia?'* 

TOt, II. M <« Why, 
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«* Why, I can't acquit the Baronefs of a 
premeditated defign to deceive and miilead 
the perfon who had given her fuch proofa 
of his difinterefted love. She was her own 
miftrefs — (he gave him her hand by her own 
free choice, and from that moment (he le* 
gulated the condudtof both. — She has great 
pride, that our fon allows ; of this her artful 
confidant has taken advantage, and, I am 
afraid, has perfuaded her to take fbme 'im- 
prudent ftep, which has put her totally in 
that defigning woman's power; butj like 
you, ihy Lord, I think that hei'conduft 
requires inveftigation.'* 

« Undoubtedly," 'faid Meredith 5 " by 
heavens, had T been in Lord Ellefmere's 
place, that officious friend fhould, ere now, 
have paid for her perfidy. I would have fct 
the opinion of the world at nought in a cafe 
upon which my peace of mind fo much de- 
pended. Either way, Madame de Grand- 
Pre is to blame ; if (he has fufFcred heriei^ 
by the inftigations of her bafe friend, to 
admit of any prejudices againd a man whdm 

fhe 
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the muft have been blind not to have made 
her hufband, (he is childiflily credulous, 
and can't be excufed for not affording him 
an opportunity to juftify himfeif. Much in 
the wrong as (lie now appears to be, I am . 
certain your Lordfliip wilhes that (he could 
clear her conduct to your fatisfadtion." 

" She never can, Meredith," replied 
Clement, very warmly.5 " I have been will- 
ing to entertain thefe hopes, but I have long 
been convinced of their fallacy. As my fa^^ 
ther and mother both obferve, I think, (hould 
I recover, and I hope I am in a fair way of 
^ regaining my reafon, I ought to aflfert my 
' daughter's rights 5 for her alone I have, for 
^ fome time paft, wi(hed to live — as, though 
too young to regret, I was afraid that (he 
might feel the lofs of her father. My pro- 
^eAs arc now very different, and I (hould 
be unpardonable were I to fuffer the defer- 
tion of an unprincipled woman any longer 
to affed either my health or fpirits j— fituated 
es I was at the time, it was hardly excufable, 
but it was a very fevere difagpointment. — 

M 2 X/Ove 
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Love and vanity, arifing from the fuppofed 
preference I had met with, as my father 
very juflly remarked, had blinded me to the 
imperfeftions of the heroine of my romance; 
and to find my goddefs a mere mortal, was 
truly mortifying to my pride. But I am 
now convinced that every thing is for the 
beft ; and I can look back upon the paft as 
upon an unplcafant dream, from which I am 
juft awoke.'* 

** And we will banifh it from our thoughts 
for the prefent," faid the Marquis, fecretly 
determining, (hould his fon fall a facrificc- 
to the Baronefs's duplicity, to make her 
feverely repent the bafe part which (he had 
afted. 

The Marchionefs, who thought it would 
contribute to his recovery, to have his daugh- 
ter near him, and who really longed to fee 
her, again propofcd fending for her. One of 
her women iliould fet out immediately for 
Fairfield* — There was no need of that, 
Clement told her, as Ihe had got an excel-x 

lent 
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lent Swifs nurfe ; he would therefore write a 
few lines to an old favourite fervant who had 
lived with Mrs, Pavenport at tlie time he fell 
into her hands, to defire that he would accom* 
pany the child and Jeannette to the caftle. , 

Y 
I 

" Don't you mean the elderly man wha 
took leave of you at the Glouceftcr Coffee- 
houfe ?'* allced Meredith. 

" The fame ; he was my atten^jJant fron^ 
the moment my nurfe w^s difmifled, and 
not unfrequently my champion," mention- 
ing his fracas with the houfemaid.— ** Since 
Mrs, Davenport's death, he has always had 
\ the management of my houfehold ; and I 
know he will be overjoyed when he learns the 
happy events of yeflerday.^'' 

Meredith declared that the old man's 
behaviour had more than any tiling induced 
him to court his friendftiip. 

The Marquis and Marchionefs both ex- 
prefTed their impatience to fee him, and 

M q deter- 
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determination to reward him for his attach-^ 
ment to his mafter.' Clement therefore 
wrote him a (hprt letter, which he difpatch- 
ed by his groom, who was to travel poft, 
and who departed with infinite exultation ta 
inform his fellow-fervants that their matter 
was an Earl, 



CHAP. xin. 






X HE recent difcovery had, it may be 
fuppofed, rapidly circulated in the neigh- 
bourhood of the cattle. Lady Manfel, as 
her fon had forefeen, vifited all her acquaint- 
ance in the morning, to ajQTure them that 
fhe had been particularly ftruck with the 
refemblance the Earl bore to his father and 
mother, the night of Tier ball, and to enu- 
merate. 
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merate the various inftances of his refined 
politenefe upon that occafion. 

. Mr. Parry thought the young man had 
been in double luck, to bring fo good an 
eftate into the family ; it having, been nl-? 
ready reported thar he was a man ofyery lai^e 
fortune. 

Hugh Parry wifbed, if lie died, that he 
would make him his heir. 

Lady Diana RckrhdaleirefoJved to make 
one effort to obtain (ikrh a {$rize, and was 
equally as curious as hei? Welch acquaint-^ 
ance to fee what alteratioaa title? hidxmade. 
in his looks anfd manner :-^ would he he 
proud > familiajr, gay^ orgifaye ? was generaUjr 
debated ; and erery one wbo.coold take^fucb 
a liberty, determined to fatisfy their curiofity^ 
that very afternoon.^ — laconfeqoencc of Ais^ 
wife determinatdoiv the fiamily at the c^^c^ 
who were yet at taUe, were in^xmodj 

M'4. ihaL 
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that Lady and Mifs Manfel were in Ac 
iaioon. 



" 1 could very well have difpenfed with 
this excefs of politenefs," faid the Mar- 
chionefs, riling to join them. 

." They mean well, my dear/' faid the 
Marquis ; " they are anxious to offer their 
congratulations, and intend, when they Icail: 
dilplay their good-breeding, to ht mod 
civil." 

" Your Lordlhip is always too chari- 
table/' cried Meredith. " I place this early 
vifit folely to curioiity ; they think my 
couiin mull look, fpeak, and aft differently 
now that he is a Lord. Don't gratify their 
predominant failing, EUefmere^ by fhewing 
them that you are jufl; the fame unaffefted,. 
good-tempered creature you were before/* 



" My fon will do jufl as he pleafes^ I 
hope,'* faid the Marchionefs -, " he may be 
amufed, if not edified by the profufion of 
compliments which will fall to his jQiare. 

Our 
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Our neighbours will find our pride increafed, 
if they perceive no difference in our Cle- 
ment; for, if he was but in good health, I 
(hould look down upon the greateft mo- 
narch." 

* t 

The E^rl declared that it would be punifli- 
ing himfelf not to join the party ; they 
therefore all adjourned into the faloon, and 
liftcned wath infinite patience to Lady 
Manfel's far-fetched compliments and cere- 
monious fpeeches. Mils Becky was not 
filent upon fuch an occafion ; and if they did 
not excite Clement's mirth, they more than 
once heightened his colour by their fulfone 
encomiums upon his perfon and manners. 

Meredith enjoyed his confufion, and 
hoped, in a. whifper, he meant to pay the 
fair Rebecca a few fimilar compliments ; 
when, to his infinite relief, as Lady Manfel 
feemed determined to continue in the fame 
abfurd drain, the Parry family. Lady Diana 
Rochdale, and her aunt were announced ; 

M 5 the 
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the converfation, therefore, took rather a 
different turn, though every oblique method 
was taken by Lady Diana to praife the Earl, 
and difplay her own talents. 

• 

The Marchionefs was rather ftlrprifed 
that a woman, who had feen fo much of the 
world as (he prefumed her Ladyfhip had, 
fliould have fallen lAto the error of her 
Welch neiglibours ; but fo<m perceiving 
that (he was bent upon conqueft, her wonder 
ceafed, and Ihe could only admire her prc- 
fumption, 

■ 

During tea, La<^ Manfel, who was par- 
ticularlv anxious to ingratiate herfelt with 
the YjMjJj took upon herfelf to prefcribe for 
his heSfth y till the Marchionefs reminded her 
that he was under the care of the firft phy- ' 
fician in Wales, and was not lorry that the 
appearance of Sir Jeremy put a ftop to her 
nonfenfe- 



As 
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As foon as he had taken a feat^ her, 
fkid— 

" I did not mean to intrude upon. you 
this evening, my Lord Marquis, as I thought 
(and fb I told'my mother and BeCk) you would 
not want the company of ftrangers for a 
week, having fo many things to talk over 
with the Earl ; and I was foof enough to 
fancy I had convinced them that they had 
better ftay at home ; when fo and behbl^ - 
while I went to Lanfreddew with a dog^ 
-which I had promifed my neighbour Grafton^ 
they gave me the flip. Had I eipeded it^ 
I would have taken off one of the coach* 
wheels, and have locked it up for a few 
days^ but not knowing when j|roil \itrQctd be 
able to get rid of them, I came in fearch of 
them." 

" Sir Jeremy, I blufli for you," faid his 
mother, looking roundj as much as to fay^ 
you perceive we afe not fingulat. 

" One fooL makes many, is art old and 

a wife faying," replied the Baroriet i ^* and 

I to 
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to break in upon a &mily party, only to fee 
if Lord EUefmere walks upon his feet or his 
head, may be very polite. But Mrs. Clere- 
mont^ who underflands the meaning of the 
word etiquette better than fome folks who 
have it always in their mouths,. aiTured me 
that (he (hould think, were (he in Lord and 
Lady Ormond's place, fuch early vifiters 
very troublefome guefts." 

Lady Dy. fmiled fupercilioufly, and the 
Baronet continued to rally the whole party- 
Old Parry profeffed that he had been impa- 
tient to aflure Lord and Lady Ormond how 
fincerely he rejoiced that they had found 
their fon, without being at the expence.of 
paying the promifed reward. 

** Why, that was a piece of good fortune 
which had never yet entered my head,'* faid 
Meredith ; " don't you think that I could 
put in my claim, my 'Lord ?'* 

*' I really think you are entitled to it," 
faid the Earl. 

4 " Then 
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'* Then I hope you mean to go fnacks 
with me, Edwin," faid the Baronet, " for I 
had fome hand in the bufinefs ; and neigli- 
bour Parry ought to have a ftiare> if it was 
only for his wife remark.'* 

» 
Lady Manfel again exclaimed that he was 

the rudeft creature that ever exifted ; and 
Lady Dy. hinted that (he had been pre- 
vailed upon to accompany the party which 
(he came with, (imply to make her perfonal 
enquiries after the Earl's health ;: and was the 
firft to propofe retiring. 

The exit of the reft of the party^ was as 
ceremonious as their entree y and Lady 
Ormond (incerely hoped, fince their curiofity 
had been gratified, that they would not agaia 
intrude uninvited into their company. 

The moment the groooi reached Fairfield^ 
the news he had brought got into circulation. 
Jeannette racked her brains for £ngli(h. 
words exprcffivc of her jpy i and William 

cried 
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cried and Laughed in a breatli : they had 
both always thought that their matter wasa 
man of confequence, and the infant Maria 
was now my Lady at every word. The 
groom, meanwhile, ainufed his friends with 
a defcription of his Lord*s father's feat^ no! 
forgetting to enumerate the number of fcr- 
vants he kept, the noble table, ezccUent 
ale, with every et cetera likely to increafe 
his mader's, and of courfe his own confer 
quence. 

The ftory circulated with equal tapiditf 
among the Watford tea-tables > and feme of 
the wifcft of the tribe of male and- fen^ 
goflips difcovered that Mrs. Davenpwt luft 
certainly been Lord Clancaftle's miftrefe, and 
had connived in his iniquitous pJan. Thcf 
no longer wondered that (he had left -to 
eftate to the Earl — no, no, (he was generous 
with other people^s money; and upon Uts 
being obferved that (he could not have beeikl 
the occa(ion of the accident which ha4 
thrown the Earl under her protedion^ . theyr 

found 
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found out that (he expedked the child^ and 
it was her calling to the coachman which had 
been the caufe of the poor woman's death. 
Others, who chofe to refine upon thi^ 
llory, averred, that ihe was going to Lon- 
don that very day to meet the ftage-coach at 
the inn, and would have found fome other 
occafion for adopting the child^ if the over- 
turn had not given her fuch an excellent 
plea. 

In one p6int, however, thejr ail agreedi, 
namely, that the Earl of Etlefmere was one 
of the handfomeft, poHtcft, and moft cle-* 
gant young men in Great Britatn : tbofe wlw> 
had been mod ftodioos to didcoret Mlinffk 
in Clement Davenport, were tlic moft ex* 
travagant in thdr praiief of the Earl i and 
every one who had (oanttiy cotwerkd mik 
him, cboif to ;Bddrt& tbdf congrjtulatk^m 
to bim in writing '--Uiideribi»(Iii^ that 
Lady Mam Onskood wa$ g^Mijg M^ Wj&n^ 
thtk prtdoias ^ifljb> wtft: (OwmMUd to tke 
C2xe of WiEiaca^ wk^ dit|wted ti^r l^idk^i^ 
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morning with- Jeannette and her infaiTt 
charge, the groom attending them as courier. 
They travelled with the Earl's hbrfes^upott 
the child's account, and Jeannette was de- 
lighted with the refped which (he met with 
as the attendant of the young heirefs. 

During theirjourney, thephyficians> whojn. 
the Marquis had thought it neceflary to 
fummon,reached Tregony,andgave it as their 
opinion, after confulting with their patient 
and his Welch medical attendant, his con- 
ftitution was naturally fo good^, that he might 
get the better of his complaint ; frequeat 
change of air, nourifliing but light food,, 
gentle exercife, and fpending the enfuing; 
winter in a warmer climate, would, th^ 
fcarcely doubted, enfure his recovery- 

The Marchionefsy therefore, determined to 
perfevere in her Ample remedies, to which (he. 
greatly attributed the amendment ia her 
iba's health*. 

Meredith. 
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Meredith continued at the caflle, and ac- 
companied the Earl in all his airings, who 
found his father's beautiful little poney much 
eafier to manage than the hqrfe which he 
had brought into Wales ; and foon began to 
be convinced that he could be very l^appy, 
even at a diftance from the woman Ivhom he 
had once fo fervently adored* 

The arrival of his daughter was celebrated 
by a luttlc fete among the tenants. His 
mother, who thought her the moft engaging 
child (lie had ever feen, declared that (he 
would never henceforth lofe fight bf her. 

The Marquis was not lefs delighted, and 
was particularly gratified by the attach- 
ment flie difplayed for her father ; as (he 
ftruggled to go to him the moment (he 
caught fight of him, and feemed to wifli, 
by her infantine carcfles, to exprefs her 

joy. 

Meredith 
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Meredith obferved to Lady Ormonde that 
the mother mull be very handfome if flic 
rcfemblcd her daughter ; and acknowledged 
that he had never been fo curious to fee the 
mod celebrated beauty, as to have a glimpfc 
of a woman capable of infpiring fuch a paf- 
iion as Ins coufin fcemed to have felt for bis 
wife. 

The arrival of the child created frefli won- 
ders in the neighbourhood, who learned, 
with increafing furprife, the ftory which the 
Marquis chole to have propagated, as it was 
ftridlly adhering to truth, that, the Earl 
was feparated from his wife. — But then the 
motive which hadcaufed it could not be 
learned — an impenetrable myftery feemed^ 
as it literally did, to. oppofe itfelf to the 
mod fubtle enquiries/^ 

Old William^ no longer in livery, and 
with a very handfome annuity for life, was 
returned to Fairfield, where he was to con* 
tinue to officiate as fleward. 

Jeannette 



